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THESIS

The Problem of Freedom from Homer to Pindar

( Summary

)

When a man becomes conscious of himself as in some way distinct from

his environment, it may be said that the problem of freedom has arisen. It

is the purpose of this thesis to examine the history of Greece from Homer to

Pindar with a view to discovering the various forms in which this problem

appeared, and the methods adopted from time to time in its solution.

A study of the literary evidence available seems to indicate that the prob-

lem assumed three main forms—I, the struggle for existence against the forces

of nature; II, the attempt at emancipation from beliefs and thought-processes

which a constantly changing physical condition rendered obsolete; and III, the

political problem of reconciling human purposes and passions in society.

The Epic hero found a happy adjustment to his physical environment,

and enjoyed remarkable freedom as a result ; but once outside pressure dis-

turbed his equilibrium, the Homeric spirit could find no proper home. Hesiod

saw a solution to the problem of injustice in moral Ia\\*. Solon, however,

attacked the same problem with political weapons, and sought to co-ordinate

justice and power. In Ionia during the seventh and sixth centuries B.C.

liberty was confused with license, and the Greek cities ruined themselves by an

insane individualism.

The conflict with Persia marked a crisis for Hellenism, and it was only

because Athens saw freedom in terms of discipline and responsibility, in con-

trast with the ideal of heroic individualism exemplified in Pindar, that disaster

was averted. Subsequent events during the fifth century, however, show that

this last and greatest problem of liberty proved too difficult of solution.
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3Ii3LIu

The primary etoarcea uoou In tne oc
are the follov/iii^ texts:

Homor. Iliud; Odyaaey. (oxford Text)

liodiod. JoriCB uud Daya: I'hoopoiiy. (2ext adopted by

H.G. ilvelyu-./hite iu -he Loeb Soriea.)

Soioa. iTruguieuLo. (iexu adoptea by K. i'reemau iu "Ihe

Work aM Life of Solon'.)

Thoo.-iila. (Text adopted by ii. Harriaou 'suudioa in

ihaoguia".)

Lyric ^oeta. ( I'ext of xueodor Bergii; and for fr ftnouta

ore rejoutly di , J. :' ouda. "Lyra

oiToieoa" ill the L __-_oa.)

i?iadar. ( 'iext adopted by iiir Johu ^auoi's iu bno Loob Soriea.)

Seooad^ry aouroea iucludo:

Horodotua. Hia^orioa*

Thuoydidoa. iiijoory of tJie i'eloponweaian Var.

Ariauotie. Joiiti^a: Coua-itutlQi. of Atheua.

i-'lataroh. Livea.

aud the folluwiugr, froa whioh mtiterifil nus boon uaea

.

or augfjeatiujia tajueu i.Ao jotiSider iticn:

Actou, Lord. Hia.--\, ^f ifree xom and ouher ;:si5--, 3.

?reo lota iu Anti< uity«

3ailey, C ril. Pate, Lleti, aud Goda. Prora xlroceodiu'-a of

tiiO Cluatsioal .*ajooia.iou» Vol. AJOIi, ly^iS.

Barker, fi. Greoi; i^olitioal Theory.

Bovrra. C.ii. Qree^ Lyrio i^oetrj.

Bury, J.B. iliatory of Oreooo.
A Hiatory 0^ >'reodou u^ jLuuu^:ht.
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luea of the State.

Ohudwlcjc, H. ... '2he Heroic .ro.

Ooru^ox'd, i'« i-. .oxi, iou to ^llcau.Jii^.

Crolaot. A. & U. fliatoiro de la Litt*ra are areccuo.

Cambrldeo Aooieat Hlat-ory: Vols. Ill, IV.

Coulaugea. Fuatel do. 2he xuioiuau ^j.i,j.

Dis;*J.iiaou, 0. Lowoa. '2ho 'roex> View of Life.

Sliot, S. llia^ory of Liborty, flooiv I.

iTaraall. L. .i. uiitliue -j. ureOii Eeli;;iuu.

f'owler, W, .?. 2ho City State of the Greeics and Homuue.

j^reemaa, K.. 2he Life and .'ork of Solon.

Crlotz and Cohen. :iioi^vi.a (}roccuo.

Gomperz. 2. Grooiw i^hiukera. Vol. 1.

Grundy, 0. B. 'iSiuoydidos and the Hia-ory of the i^e, -art III.

Hariiaou, J. ii.

jua to LiiO 3tudy of GreeJc flelirion.

Lanp, A. "

Le ix, .i. iiouior ana :^awOvy.

Jobb, d, C. Ka.'.aya and .\ddr03ae3: i.^ind ir

LiviacratoiiO, d. u» She Creok Seniua uud it. .i^r- to tis:

Chapter II, x^e .Note of i^reoaom.

iiaino. oir H. .in-iiont Lun.

I'he iiise of une i>reeA. Apiu.

liiliaoa, M. A Ulauory of Graei. ^oli ^ion.
Homer and ilyuenae.





Blbllof>raf)hy . (Cont'd)

^t)lu, Iidou. Lti Jenaoti Grooque-

fioath, li. 0. God, luna, aud i^ipio i.'ootry.

Xhompaoa, J* .^. ^. Greoics and Burbarluoa. xlleutheriu.

ilrevor, a. ^. 'ihe Age of Hotsiod (Cla^Bloai x'hilolot-y,
XIX. 19 .14.)

teller, rl. OutlliieB of Greek JbiloiiOphy, Vol. I.

2iiflmorn. A. 2. Ihe Grooi: Coimaonwealth.





She ijroblera of fraeaoia rdlutoa x.o '.xio uoui'iiut uoi.

man lid ixia euvlruuuout, atJd ixivolvea a atrug^rlo for a&Jtuit-

meat whijn ia joaiid 1.0 dxpresa ituolf In a v^rln'^y of fcr~n,

aauordixic: &u &uo jouditious thuw ^jruvuil iu ax.-uroui. ^^cuj

ab dlJfex'out tixaea. H^oia a a^udy of the aluUor>' of Oroeoo

fron 'oiaor Lo .'iad- r it v;o',ld novo r '«h t phyjsioal frjtorn

daairoa nuiy eujouu&er effoctivo optjositiou iu nature, aod

hoiijo i'oliou atuQn.>t3 either to joiitrol naturo or to fii.d

al stru^'rlo i'or exiutoaoe ()rovide3 auu wiLh aacpportauity

to jrove ilia uuporiority to trie beanta, and on t,ho roniilt of

it will dapoud riia au^ueaB iu oot^iue^ wx^.il utuoi: fui'i.tj} ^I

oppouitiou tffiiuh auwomauioally arise to ta.-: his ixv eiiuity.

In the struggle t'or aurvivul the rni.d is o:an.ji<»d rj.^

veil ix& wxio uoay. iiuturo anjLiis to wox'i^ aocordi... uo

aaoevailu..olo la.;a; hou^e 'Axo luiui rea ^ouda by rorDUlatlii--

oort.iin ri^lo;; of ccnr! .jt best oalouln»ed 10 oxyl it her.

Jut tiiiu ia uot all: uuu i^ juldou uoatent to li^.it hia

mental uouivity to the aoc. iaiiiou of ^noviledt^.e which

ooncerua uololy Uie atatorial ueoi;-^ of life. Just as with

him activity ia Uio oxjjreaaiou Oa.' uiiiid, so ao co:..o^ to

believe .uat taoro I3 aa ia..ellii oak;e behiad the workiix-a of

nntLjro; i:.d it in i.. .oi'loij ^l..^ ti en uhia my.;t.o-'icii3 >c

tii^t ao ^OfiiilLXul^i^^ wuu^&t^wu w^lwii, OtJfian to ^:.u U-.e-i.-^r X.'Xu

nature of the objeuta with «aiah they deal, come to uoaatitut





.>rl itiV8 x'oiijL>iou. Suou apooulat^lou will at^ompl

aolutiou to Iho dl;.'i'ioultle8 eauouiTUirou

.

with ijhyaivjal fox'oos it ....^^ ._ , -- ^ .^ .;ay of eeo&'-o r.-rv-,

tJieir futal puwor; out apejulu^iou o£ tiiia kluu, ouod taucowtjd,

will ill turu provide its ovm problem Jor laon of difforeut

calibre aiid jonditioii who 'nil ..I'^os. Linedla-.^^ joli-^ions

oouoapt;i oOiiio iu^^o oeiu^T » lio.^ piia^e of wue strut-'rlo lor

freoaou also appa ra. lYith iaproveuout ia inau's phyaical

Ov^uditiou as ex,joriau^a au^gaata new taxowledpe, ...^ old

^OQoepts beaoiae ouUiiiodeci; but auuh is uhe power oi' u oolicf

ouoe eutertuiuou, tht the niOdificaLioi. ch belief ia the

light of now kiiowledr'a is i.iVc^-^.-*^ ,. .^..-^^ A ntubboru

projesa. iilaterpriaiug spirits oouiu iuto oouriiv;t with the

alu^L-^J^^s, atid the degree of ooiaproiniae arrived at by both

ooiitirolB tno ox^ent of humau devcj..; ,^^.,„.

Mioroovsr from t e outset, in greater or leas decree, there

ia iavolved the probloia of huaaati relatiouahips. iiau ia seldora

ooauent with securing: the ....«^ ...-a. thai to live. Prom defensive

t^iutiuB ne is led to assume \,he offsusive. '2he oxeroise of

power aud the aocumulation of vaealth iu order to pratify

greed or pleasure roy^J.- j-.^ aooial diaoruor. 0.2^*^^.00.^11 .nd

its counterpart disjouueut periodically oriuf* about some new

alignaout, iuvolvinf a ne.v ooajeptioa of Justice- Jolitijel

aoience is eventually born and conoeriis itaolf with the

^ fuiiction of powor, tno aufegufird of law, and, iu ^enerul. by

i^ekiug to resolvo the ooufliot between hutoau purpoaaa and

. p paaaiona. with the stabiliz' --'n" n* society. The froe. or
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£roQ opproasloa aud diuordar thus uuixlaTSd la uomaouly kiiovm

us libor&y.

f'reodom lu of uourae a purely i'el<^tive &er_i. It

oever be ideubiflud wibh licentious irroapoualbi !i!ho

oaatlnf oCf of ouQ yoia Ih but a o/aludo t,o t unmtion o?

auouhor: .uoro emfitk^lpuwlot^ is uou ui^ou,:r:; ux^a ircuuoia uX^.'a^'u

Itivolvos, aoonor or later, a rigid discipllae of Its ovm

foriniJ.itiou, ^iiid IL la i:^ uhla that the early hi at or - of

Groiioe appears paruicuitixx^ lii^Lruj wive, ^a wo procoea to

ez^imlue txio oourse tUi^eu by this slrufri^'le for froedom aloor

the throe liuoa liidloatea above - that la, ii. In

for mere oxlut-^iioa; lu bho qxio£\, oo <^op i:c:Xi^. iuu;j OuXi.o:.:a

up to dute V7lth aew <aioivlod/7e,'aQd aoidst the etorual dlfflcultic

which coufrout meu wr.o re obliced to live torethor - .;o shall

see how ordot'ly v/as tlio jvoceaa. "ihe dlau of obaolo.o

forms of thought was luvariubly folloivoci b. ooaatr ctlon the

itey. '-o of which w .r order, ;r.a in thi?. crdrir ..'o.-e blc - ._ „

remaiTj>^ ble docroo i^uoll ot^jQ^.-^^*^^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^ouao c -thetlo

and moral fitness.

In the earl,^ uUu oo ux o -ou a ^^rouoss it la vain to

search for any uonsoloualy and apooifically formulated ideas

ou the nature of freodoin. But it appears that from the bapin-

niuc neu were oonacloos of ui.
->-

^^^ ^w,..o llatinct

from their ouviron.ient, ^md atrovo.oouataiitly to ror alairlze

tholr poaition. They were obsesaod with ihe practloal prob-

lem and incapable of rutiouolizlii..^ it. But the hi. -v..^ ^ ..

the early atru^Tf^le uiujt remain of oardlual impurtaaco. ^inoo

fully formulated viows on the aubjeot evolved in later t
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would 0«am to depoud for their real u-jon j ourl;^

uttemptB to iichiavo libnr.itioti from oonroailon, without ' loh

aiiy uouoei^tioa, xu &i^o u;uric& uoasu o^ \j /m, coulci i.

have oome Uito e^cluteuce.

'jihus wo 3QG2. to Justify an oxmriiu^^tio;; of Oroo^- hlntory

fr^m Homor co i'inaai.-, Wiux a vxow uo uraoi.ii-- aovol-^.^'aoii^

the ijv.rur> lo .'or freodo.'.i. i7he coufliot between GreecL

£>er8ia ill \i:va o.:.rly fifth ooiiLury 3.C- rnariin a crlnia for

Helleuiam. aaa o..<. ; . oo.iveuioub ouucixusiozi co l

If wa seom to ovoratep this chrotiologiuaJl limit by including

t'iudur. it ia only ifor uiie roanou that he aDoei.rg or atljally

uni;oLu;hud uy wiie neur icie.iu wuio;: gaitioa ^'oruo au tiv.., ti o,

ana, in nia whole-heartod roBpoot for the Dorian ideal, doolaifes

a oonstatit but outjr.odod devotion to uhe thour^ht of 'in earlier

age.





5.

Xhe readlzig of Hoiaor v/ill illuutrute our problem al cy

rudimant.ij.v Jtage. It mlchi. uppoar at. first sight that the

hero with hia supromo uoir->aoufidenoe, with his enthusiaan 'or

all that he aohieved and possessed, proves jleurly thut for

him tiiore ia uo cueutiou of frcedon. These 8Upux.....,v^ are so

ooripleteiy sdlf-osutred as to be tmuonsoious of tnemselves:
'

there is ao ciouflict for the:n, aiid beiup nx, pe&oo v;ith them-

solvas they would ueen to oe i* i^t; .^.. ^ue taiivorHO. But

8Uoh a view as this oaouot stand the test of closer invostipatioa.

It soon booomos oviaeut tiiut oortaiii liviits oefliiitely IniJOsed

u^wu the free woridnfrs of hunj.^n ju.r>u^u ...x'o ru^u; .ii/.uu ?iiid

aooepted. She hero tacitly assumes ut the outset th t he is

free to act, and li^e a oaild liuively explores his provirwe to

its liudts. V/hen tne ead of his teUhor is recjohod, ^uut. «.i0

pro7iu<je of i?'ate bog-ins, and the decree of i'ute, if not aooept-

od with rGsirnstion. rurely ooc^sions moro thnn petcl-Hit

ronioustrau'ju. ^--xiu it /^o/^a ouX^a 4A xxiiax uuio i^w ^^ -Uiiuii

endeavour, there ure also numerous obstacles encountered before

th t limit is re ohod. Han continually finds hiriRclf n'. odrls

wi i/ji ui;oao .rfil*'L«x iLiiiiux'uuxu ./iiu iuiiauit ulyiap-a; no x;.xx3 -ui^

of uertuiu siiiisuer deities whose oricias are wuboddod in the

inur^ and fet^rful rloon of u diu^ :.t pnst: .ar:d fiM.-:ll.T. the

pur;J08eS of Owiie-' uy.i -I'tJ ^.oxuvui ou^ «x Uvj i/x:;^ u^u >a*cj .i. ouu ; ^•—

1
tiou of his desires . indeed, so conscious is the hero of his

* Cf. II. ^VI, 644-51;, whoro - :*oolus lists the
various obataclea to LiiO fuli\j...iuiiu ^^ .. ' ". i.o.
I. J'ate. II. the Gods. III. hia Trojun .. .
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Impotenoo at uritloal aomoutu that fru8t;rut;loa of homan

purpoao mi^ht be ooosiderea the maiu thomo of the Iliad.

Uaoh has beau s.^ld oii the natiure of Jostiuy It^ early

Greo^: religiou and philosophy , but at this joiut no do uot

propose to offer any tre<Atiaent of the problem of oripius-

It is i)esbiay ia Homer, and its fuuctiou in relation to i..eu,

whion ia our immouiute ooucem. Upoa first exauiuo'^iou it

may uppeur that Destiiiy exerts merely a negative and restriot'-

ive i.iflueuoe. 2ho lirait of do.t-. ia so uloi>rl;> and emphatio-

ally decreed that the horo mi^-Lt be expected, iu spite of

his uoriaal ebullienoo, to £-ive v;ay to pessinism and dee^oir.

This is ono, altnough only one, result ox aia boliol' in , te

.

Achilloa ia fron the first aware tnot Shetis bore lAi:. to a

brief apau of life (11. I. obn) . The oonsoiuusnoss thct liis

glorious manhood must of nooosaivy^ iJixaa owti^ iio soon never

fails to ititrouuce a note of pathos. This destiny is his apart

from anythiuc that the r.o^Q oun do or say, as Thetis iiuiicates

in her request to <^eua -''do honour to ..i^ ^\ju, th< t is doomed

to earliest deuth of all aen { Zn^yt^o^^rairos )". Asios leuda

eager support to Hector in a supreme efi'ort to broax. the wall

and fipht omon/? the Aohaian ships, uut "never w^s ho, avoiding

evil ifates ( >r>7^w5 ), to return to windy Ilios" (Ix. XII, llo).

i^uchenor of Coriuth (II. XIII, 605) "well joiev; his o\7n ruinous

fate ( A-^^' ^/l<»/i^ )••, and Hector (II. iV, dlci joxi aarui^ renounce

sorrow when "ahort of life wua he to be, yea, and already

iPallua Athene was urging against aim the day of destiny

^ See i'.i-. Cornford. /roia lioli/'ion to i'hilosooi.y, Ch. I.
J.rl. Harrison. Themis, c

f̂lP. ji.
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IX, iiowovor, th« offeot of uuon ffatt^lisu wore oaly to

dopresB meu*s spirits by aofetlup a liiolt to their aotivltlos,

the horolo solf-assuraaoe aud aest Tor clory would prove

dlifloult of (Uideratuadlag or e:>plaaaLiou. 3uoh was la

faut bat oQo aide of the ouin. On the other aide, the ob-

erse, is clearly diaueriiible the more .<ositiye funotiou of

Destiny- Wheu a mau believes his day is dooood. Lis heart
1

is set at rest , at least us far us fe r of lessor powers is

ooiioerued. Ho god's oapriue or evil s irit's venom uau oome

aeur him; and as for the oppositloa of ueu, he can reut

supremely uoutemptuous ox' their powor to destroy. Confidonoe

iu deotiay would xeudor Ares ^^J^^it''''^'^'^'^'^-^ (II. V. 6.51)

a lesu formidable euomy, aud Zeus hiutself was free uoutly

exaaperuted by tiie <f<7r<=<r^/ of Hera (11. XV, 31). Pallas

Athouo'd 3iui3ter iiiflueuce (11. XVXII, ;ill) could be met

with greater coafidenoe, ulunough her ruse (11. aa.II, 2,ii7)

upon oocasiou may seem to hasten Hector's end. i^'or men loss

ooufideuu iu Destiny the ilight of birds and other soroory. or

the loud ooutumely of an enemy, and uhe rosoundinr jlash of

bronze aooouti'emoiib, mipht wolx l-.a» held out juajtaut terror.

Xhis oonfideace in l^ate ia voiced by Ueaelaus vvhen he

seoi^ to undertake in a duel tho iosuo of the war (11. Ill,

101). "i'or vmichsoevor oi' ua doath -:aa fate 1^m^y°^^ ^r®

prepared, let him lie deud. " Achillea la remiuded by his

horse Xunthus that no acuideut can affect his spun of life

(li. Xl.t, 40y). "Xea verily for this hour, dread .ijhillea,

wo will atill uotir thee safe, yot is thy death«da^' nirh at

^ See H. V. Houth. Ood, Uaa, aad 2 -la i?ootry. Vol. I,

Ch. III.
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hand, noithor shall : tho oai.. ji', bi irhty

aiia jJorooful r'ata ( ^oj^i* Aif€Arc^/>^ ) .... to tihoo tnyaolf

is appolatod {y^cif<ry*ov ^crn
) ^q be slain in fipht

and by a man." But omanoipation from fear <.

of this beliof is most oloarly seon iu Hector 'd vyu^-us to

Andromaoho (li. VI, 487): "Dear oue, I pray t; not of

ovorsorrowful hort: no mr.n arnlnat qy fnto ( T^b^-^ ^^''^•^ (^
)

shall iiUrx no i-u xiuaoa; uiiiy ;juai.iny (z*-^^/-^ ) no ;..aii naun

•soaped.

"

Ihe part played by Destiny then is of capital i- nortcncjo

in determiriiixg tu mxat extent uud ia ivhat ;vuy :io:ricr'3 poOtUe

are free. 3o fai* from being un obsession mailing for paralysis

of tho nill, such belief ia in point of fact tho rroitost

spiiT to initiative aiid enterprise. Bolief iu ;;nis prcdesuin-

ation in tlie matter of death is the prerequisite and very

essence of their faith, and tho 'iomnrio horo, li/^e is oonnter-

part in overy :.bo, livoo by sujh I'aitii. it is i.otiooaole tiiat

Destiny does not apply to the course of life so . oh nn to the

end o^' life. Jhe •aoici./^o^'foi (Of. II. IX, 318) iridlcntoo fx

portioti or snare, and thao eniphairiaes uho notion of limit.

Similarly in the caao of ''''^•< (11. XVIII, 327), an allotment

is Gonoernod with determination. She horo thourht of Destiny

iu this V7ay as imposing a final liait. He did liot ropord it

us exeroisiu^ any iiifluence on the nature or character of life

while it lasted. Houje itn emaujlDntory effect, 'fhe utmost

freedom of action was pOJ:^iule uei^v/ecu uno naturui. li its of

birth and deat-h. t/e fire ocuusiooally confronton, hov/ever,

with the torm>ir^^ ov^pf^, sufreotlurr oono c:on;:-ctlon "7ith

i>03tiny. The^;)^ is at tirass man's proaiuj-ntT geniu.3. -^a
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ropreaeutiut the iadividuala cozioerned, th« Kr,^c-s may be

weighed Xi:i aome god una their reltttiye :..erlt or of'ioucy

detoriaiued. i!hU3 Iq explained the t;omporary triumph of

IrojaaB over Aohaeana (li. VIII, 7^), or the fiiinl victory

of iUJhilles over Hector (Ii. ZXII, Z\^) . On the other hand

Achillos apeuiwa of tv/o-fold fates, e)i){9a^fo<j ^'p^i-i • boarinp

him OQ to death (11. IX, 411). He is oonaoioos or tuo

selves uiE^ug different ooorsos bat leudinf to the saae ead.

!i:hat is to say, there eioorfres a ooaipulsive power which deter-

miiies the nature of uonduot. Similurly the dead Patrooloa

oOiUplaiua of hia <rri^y(-jfy k^/> , which had haunted him slace

birth (li. >-Xl IT, .j). Aa we mipht say, he had never been able

to get away from himself. Finally, the A-^^^^r are regarded as

coalevoleut and maleficent powers th.t bring destruction. The

KJfC'i of black death lod the 2roJana on (II. II, 8o4), and

dread death, ^^f o)> o^
^ ia fipured on Aohilles' shield uq

dragging men away (Ix. XYIII, 535). Ihos the a-^>.-^ , althou^-h

at ti OS representea as siuistor powers, do not rudically

affect the huro'a view cf Destiny. It is tenptinp to attribute

their pro.ieuoe la. the Iliad to a survival of earlier rellfious

oonceptiona which had frradually lust hold upou the human

imagination.

Bat if the hero's sclf-confidonce and faith spriug from

this belief in Destiny, just how does he stand in relation to

his KOds? What is thoir function? The Olympians are iu a

m^uiiier the children of ineu aid they naturally exhibit the
1

cuaractoristics, stronfr aad weajc, of their human creators •

^ vid. U. I', iiillaou. Homer and Liyoeuae, Ch. VII \,„
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1

Zhs gib«s of latsr rnorallots like Xeuophauea are lively but

irreldTaut;, and lllu^tr^iUo to a aar^ea decree tholr misunder-

etauding of tlie diviue role. Houor's meu *hHd emorpec from

the atagnent foar of death, of dar<aieaa aiid of demoua, and

had ore<^tod p-ods at the i^ummit of a&turo, ua V7ituea808 of

their apirit*. 2hoy had rehabilitated furuor diareputoble

deitiea and brought theni up to dute ao as to meet the neods

of a new aad more eullphtenod i^^-e. I^eua i'or itistanoe had by

homau aid riaeu high in the world, aad parveau that he is,

oaref ulxy aeoids dropping aoy hiut aa to hia earlier ociidltioa

and aaaooiutea. It. id reli^^iou3 art alouo Ihit betrays his
)

•eoret ; but coaaiaoriug how olTiiizod he hf^a r-rov;n, we are

uot iuoliiiod to hold his earlier aasooi&tion with the anoice

against him, uor do we consider uis failure to moot the

spiritual needs of a later and vastly different society of

•a any rei^l indictmeat of hia char<>oter. For this vory

reason, that r.ion had oroatod poda in their ov/n imare, thore

waa every likelihood that aubse( ueut peuerations with differ-

ent needs and aims would repeat the pros^eas for themselves, y^^^^^-"^^^

would p-radually raLionulize the fifrments of their i ari nation

us they trained :aore onli^^htenment. If, on the other hand, the

oreaturos of a people's fancy are looked upon as havinr any

sip-nif icunoe apart from the peouliar point ol view v/hioh th^y

0(re^oi /Ti^^ tKyi'j^ c^ /?^^P'(r/ y ayc-/cfc-e!< >r^^ y>'a%^<fr c-^:^/iy

Diels VorsoiLratiA.er ^1 Xenophanea 3. 11.

'^ C.jf. Itlhe two reliefs found at the x'eirueua and now in the
Berlin Muaoum, reproauoed by J. iil- Harriaon, i:>role/romuna to
the Study of Gree^ .dolitrion, Cn. I, p. 1^ ff

.
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refloat, imtold ham will roacat Tor othore at

ne«da they obviously fail to gntiiify. It in nhon the boray

of objoctive rc-.lity, a fi.v obBessiou oi piL 1

inoralistB in dealing with Wio trods, raises its he-ci, thL-.t, t;ho

nator-il process of 'lovoloomo'it 1 )3tQf. anti "cc r.on,

fomorly on the aost _':-'.'U.liujr wO-l^s, -xg jot -- v-ri^i*^o, ooth

beinf? i^3jLei to do somethiiv? for crhioh thoy are onsaited by

niiture. yortonatoly, o^Tlri.^ to the nbnonijQ of nrieatly dominance,

the 3roo^a aai'ferod leas thau ajost i;oOf>l. of

oatvyora .iOral and relip-ious joncieptioas.

The horo was not a Liornil.-r., neither n-n 'Tomer. An. ;

Aphrodite, Hera and Apollo, ^^Ui^eue and Thatis, all mioonsciously

rot^reaeut araonc more or leas aoraal characteristics aooe oat-

standing (tiality, either pood or bad, .7i th which their creators

are thoroa.^hly familiar. It is true uiat at tines they appear

to enjoy a nore precise ajaoi^ledre of -.he fuLore, as3 oa

tells Hera of Patroolus' Inpendinf^ doom (li. XV, 65-7 r But

this foro^.uowledi'^ na^' easily be overemphasized, aa will

be seon later, ou. ht really' to be eXo>luiiiea as a technical
i

dramatic device . 2he codo are actually the peers of ^'

not his masters. ^ creatures Lhoy are honoured oj their

croa:.ors aa long as they mixiister to human cchievomcnt. In

their renovatea iorm these deities have losL tneir aiuieut

stln^, and while uney may exasperate, they are as impot^Oiit

to intimidate as evor such pods shoiJ.d be. Thoy have

more divine funotioii to dlacliarce in spurring men on to fi-re'ter

Vide p. /^ ^5





offorb, U/ lt>i.'usiug iioucuro i^i the plaue ol do.; .-^r. In

oaguifylug nuuaa idouls aud over exteudiuf; the x^uupo oI

aohieTemaat* :^oua la Uho boiioraotoi' and Apollo the eymitauhetic

ally oi^ Haotor ax, a blue Ox orisia (I^« aV, iio'j). Atiioae is

iu a muimei" bhd fauiliui- frieud of Odysseus and Dlomed(;8

(11. X, 277-^5). She ioiovis txiolr aeoret loiirinp:8; she sanotiouB

their offorua, uua by l^iupirabiou prompts bxieir auooess. 2eus

atui ulx the gods aro ou Heotor's side iu soourlng aud glurifying

the future of ^istyonax (11. VI, 476-81). A.^riilles looka to

AeuB to briiiii glory bo x'utroolua (li. AVi, iioo-48), while

2hetis uever ueuses to briug hor sou oomfort and euuoiir it.

Frequeutly, however, bhe hero is av7are of sharp uoui'liut

betweeu his v;ill aud diviuo purpose. Auhouo tai:.es away meu's

wit and prompts tnem to follov/ t/ho rush biddiup of Hootor

(11. jLVlil, JlO-1^). Acnilles iu bemoauiup the fate of

iPatroolus obaorves that ^eus does not alcmys accomplish the

purpuaoa of raeu (II. X¥IiI, 328). Bub when AohiUes pretends

to upbraid buo ji^oda for uausin - aou bo fall upon paiu t*ud

misery while they baoiaaelveii roiauiu sorrowless (li. JULIV, 5^6-

6), vto 8O0 pluiiily (bakiu?^ iuvO aooounb bho waole iioideub)

thab bhe so-oallod v;ili of bhe ^roda is uub bxio reflecition of

(iu this jase) nan'a pasuiouabo .'oll^ , nis c^^t-^, . i'riam, with

pabheti*^ geiierosiby, absolves Holou of rosuwaaibiLiby for the

war (Ix. li.1, 164-5). i!iie foda, he says, are bo olmao, Bu

.

bhs i .jobenoe of Aphrudibe bo steu bho bide oZ diaaaber which

she has lot loose nuab find lb?, tilblnui'^o e.-.Dl.'.riaMon in hUiu.u.

infirralty. x'rium la uucotiyvjioujiy •„ ;,iie „ide of
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hninaa ^asaioa trhljh leavos diallluaionmeut and dlsaater in ita

wa«^. similarly the diauluiuer of Agai—nou la bat a subtor-

fuge (II. AlA, 66-^}. He may plead tht^t Zeus and Moira und

XrixiyB put iuto his aoul lioroe maduaaa, promptiiig him to rob

Aohillea of is rightful property, bat the heroes '^anuot bat

hold aim roapoaaible. Odysseus replies, '^Aiid thou, son of

Atrous, towards others ahalt be oore righteous herou^-'ter ; for

no shame is it that a man that is a liliig should na^je aaoc;da

if ho n»e been the first to deal violently" (ilX, I6I-0).

''iiyea Zeus", anya Agamaanna, "was bli^doo by ate ouce upon a

tima; he who they say is Frreutost auoOfT fCds and neu" (XIX, ^5)

thos po:.utinf]: to a human oharixoteriatlc, so til-madness, for .;hioh

the iiidividual oau blane nouo bat hi.'oaolf.

Xhos it appears that iu uealin^ with the eoda loau ia

really dealing ;7ith hitisolf. In providin.f sanotlona for hanan

iacliiiatlou^ or propetisities tiie frods heli^ taoso who help ther>>

aalves, those whose affcctious arc set on soue hirh jui'poso; and,

oontrariv/itie, they also encourt^pe laen iu solf-deceptiou eud

expedite their uoorse to destiTUotiou. But iu either oase tne

important p^iut is th.t r.iuu contains withi.-i hiiuself the deter-

aination of .lis own condition. Of ooorse ti^e hero recoriilzoa

hia namaa liuita^iona; any sensible man cust; jat wichiu the

li ita of Liis freedom ho resents all interforeuoe. He is

auperbly intoloraut of opposition, and when thwarted ho vrill

not hesitate to jurse thODO gods on whose iuspirai^ion he
i

depends for auccesa . He muot at all oosta raaiutain his aelf-

^ Cf. 11. iXII, 16 ff.
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reapaot. aud ^fill ramaiu ul^vnys the au, . o of hia owu

welfare* Soob ia the hox'olo point of vio.j. Ji iu ia anthro-

opmor|)hiain H'j.-c-' lud an*-i3fa«roov. ; * .^ v^^^^i.^^ .»<^ o ,v. ^^^^^ >

uoua. Only wueu ta^.en oul of Ita pro..>er Bottiup >nd aakea uO

supply ueods .vith wziioh it ia aufuailiar doaa it appear ludiarou..

iiiid iaeffoctive.

In aooordan^e with thia aiithroporaorphic viov;, it ia uocoaa-

ary thit the powor of Fate, whioh aeouros man'a freedoni duriiiC

uiiuxi ^xil^^^ .o, -.J. JL^ ..Xv;o >/^ u,..v^ 'oda ill their denli

men; uot of uourae to the apau of thoir exiateaue, i^or iu order

to be tjoda they ust be immortal, bat r ther to '^he range of

thoir uctivitj. -oaoidoii is ^.^^j.r^.j.^^j.u .4,^.. . w.^Jat** •

1

limita of nia proviuoe , uiid looi^ upon the ueoree of Fate aa a

protection afrciinat the aolfiah v/ill of iiie ^lowerful brother.

"In three lota are ull thinftj ...idod, anu « w^. ^.^o.; ..

nla o^aix, uiid Zij ae fell the hoi.ry aea, to be ay habi. ^r
!

ever, .vnen we ahooic the lota; otid Hadoa drav7 the nar*^ dor^jK: ,

..in -,\jii^ >yi.v) wide heavOii, ±i. N^iu »* ' - .».i^» olouds,

aud nigh 01ym.)ua are yet ooounoa to all** (II. XV, Ibi?). i^eua

ohafea at tho jruel'.y of Destiny ia ordainiiif the death of hia

aoa 3arpedou (* . ..^, 433-8), but dosjidea not to nake "-

teat of atran^-th. de ia oouuent to bide nia tiae without ue-

* Ze predl
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inc. iiifluouced either uruy by iiera'a shoe. .po8tul>^tiou.

Apollo, a leauer power th ii ".• jce.itn /Ithout ruostlon

tho uouree of i'ute axia ^xvea uoc&or ovui.' bo ueath (II. JCII,

1

It« hu3 ulrouu^ beeu auf-geaweu uiuu tuo Uu&Ui.-o ux. too

iu to 30U0 exteut t.-overue(i by tiio douanda of drama i.iu taohnlnuo*

2h0 foroi^uowloa^e ahowu by lions la ouoliuin-- to Hera tno urojlno

evoutd oZ Una battla abwuu Uu Uu^^a r>x^co ii.x. ^tt , o^-tj ; t-'<->^-*i'a

uiidoubLu.'ly to a Lovjlxuior^l aevije of tiie poet. 'Jliie t'oda must

provide the oattoru uooordiut" to whiuii the urti^Lio ij/ie

to bo wox*.tjod out* iiuXt aUs;ii jyrua%ixoa>,o ou bxie yux'i* oi! w^e .^oaa

la roadily reoi^guizable aa au artifice , aiuue it ia iauoaiputiblo

wita tjioir oro )or oh^ri^^^jter. .*o hnve shewn th-it fchav ;7Qre boand

0^ j:^ato juaL ua .^uro i^oum ijuatiu^' iiua ora«AXLio>t. t^..t uie hovo

should eujoy an allotted span of life, aud ^aith. this :

could iitorforo. x'he Olympiuus . riu to ju^rle vvi:.h tho

ultimate deoroea of i^ato, but thoy ulao <aiOur thitt txio^ •ro

powcrloas to do so. Jlthiu the deatiuea liraits of .n>au*3 lifo,

howevor, they are froo to lOt. I'ha oiiterpriao uud roaouxjo-

fulueaa they display iu atte:aptiug to ooutrol the axHtory

of eveuta proves that they eajoy no real preauioiiuo. ..v>st of

their iaterveiiUiou, moreover, oan be oxi^lainod it, "n, .ii of

huiaau weuiaiesa aud alraiiQth, and the probleia oJ i:i.'eeu.Oui .or

the hero in ruapoot of hia {^ous did not impl^- a atrurrle

See page // and 3ote 2, parre 14.

*^ Cf, alao tho n^'u iheoy of tho dyinr Patroolua (11. vVi,

661-4.
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afralnut axteruul tyr iuniuai >;ow^rB ao much aa with hla own

liaaalwiid aud i.veaiaieBaea.

Before leuvlug bhe nataro of the Uomerlu pods and their

^«31atlouahlp to meu there remalus to be examined the question

of ^eus* reatleaanoss, hla teadeuoy to ovurutep the limits

originally uaalgueu to hli.i atid aaaume for hliuaelf not merely

the aupreme power oa olym.jus, but the ooutrol of Fate as

well* «eu4) I3 repreuentea aa uho aveuper of Aohlllea' v/roiip,

aud In order that rotributiou be made, the Achalana must suffer

a temper -.ry reverse (11. Vlll, 6a-74). "xTien did the Father

bulauoe hla golden aculea, anu put therein two fates of death,

one for horse- tamlurr Trojauu, one for rnall-clad Aohalans; and

he took the aoale-yard by uhe midst aud lifted It, and the

Achalana' da^- of doatiny uaux. uokiii*" Ihere seems aorae confusion

at this point. Vlctox'y for Lho i^rojans presunauly means that

the day of Destiny has arrived for many Aohalans. But v;e notioe

that this decree of Fate Is oOL'ii>letoly In accord with ^eus*
1

will. Hero once more dramatic requirements force thonjdolves

u,)on our attention, out in vlow of othor evidence they cannot

substauulaue an exclusive claim* i^eus is some thine moro tnan

a mere dispenser of Fate, or a "steward of the mysteries"; his

purpose on behalf of Aohillos is identified in a very stri^inr*

way wltn the doom of i^esoixiy. In a pai-.uu.re alrtjuu^" cuoued

(11. XV, IB^) he Is represenLed as rebelling'- dgainst the

restrictions of uis original provi:ijo and tro3':)an3inr u /on the

domain of uis colle*^t'i^ci3. In a lurL/ier paosafro «. uotod (II. XVI,

A^-Q) the very saggOBtiou th'it he should question the finality

of Fate's decree concerning Sarpedon indicates an icvnlnont

^ Of. page /^^
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eulargemeut of his 'rovluje. The piutare of Uaotor fleolan

before u ru&hlass Aohillou (Ii. aaII. 1G6-76) oalls from

Zeus an express iou of pity. He la able either to auve

Ueotor'u life or lat^e it away, aud Atheue admits his power

bat deploreu txio fautor of Juuuloe or '>ity eateriup: in. she

wants thiu^'is to tai^e ihelr destined uouruo. Zeus, however.

Is uhaariug; he hud been a capricious ruler, aud any frasbra-

tion of his purpose had uummoaed forth outbursts of passionate

iQdigua^ion; but he was qo;y to assume a fiiore oonutitutional

role, ana frecueably appe<tir as the volwe of DesLluy. He is

also reprosenuoa as "spinnlug the lof* for riilsorable men, dis-

peaslug a mixture of good aud evil, so th^t Don uhanoe now

ttpoa evil, now again on good (11. JCXIV, 514-51). Ihls

term "spinning the lot" ( <:-7r<p mX f^va ,^to
) is itself suggest-

1
Ive of the /atea spliiuliig the tnreads of i)e3tlny .

I'ho simile used In Bic. X7i, 384-^3, illustrates fu^th^^r

development in the ohuraoter of Zeus, lieu iac.r his wruth

because they Judge crooi^ed JudKHteuts ana drive Justice out.

His .lioral attributes are here apparent, iioroover vve learn

from Phoinlx (li. IX. 5ul ff . ) that "Prayers of ijeuitenoe

are dau^htors of groat Zeus, haltluf aud vioriniclod and of eyes

cisiaiuoe, that h.^ve thoir tasi^ withal to go in the steps of

Sin. for 3in is strourT and rieot of foot, wherefore sho far

outrunneth all i^rayers, cuid goeth before them ovex* all the

earth aai^lng ueu fall, aud iPruyers follow behiiid to heal the

hurni." When r;ien Tall to reverence them they depart aud

Od. VII, 1^7. She reading Is doubtful at this point. Tlie

Oxford text is follo.voa, where the ii'utos thomsolves are called
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majce prayer to i^eus that deatructlou nuxy oome Qpoa auch an

oue, that he may fall and pay the priue'*. Here we note that

with Juatlco Is uomblued tlie Idea of mercy

^ushllles oomea to aeo that there la aomething nobler in

life than aiere poraoual glory. Paaaionube feeling provea an

unreliable puide ; motivea of revenp-e beur only bitter fruit;

bat Juawioe aud meroy uan bring a man peuae at the laot.

Thus, an we uiriht expeot, la refloated the inureaainf enlipht-

•nmeut of uieu. ^eua uomo^ Uiore and more to be u i.^o^ection of

men's boat selves, aud aa a "power wori^iug for rlphteousneaa*

he looiVea nia older, oruder aolf uehiiid and auporaodea the

author iiy of '^he blind uiators. Blind implaoablo Fate past^ea

out of tne picture temporarily and ^e di:icern a curious

anticipation of the Sophocleun and Platonic doctrine that

destiiiy ia charctor. There is aa jol no idea of a "Jealous"

god. Such a notion developed later and represented a roTeroion

to more primitive waya of thought. Destiiiy, which oriplJially

mariced o-'f limits to the Jreodom of human activity in a ijurely

impersonal manner, jame to assume a sinister porsonality.

Under the nasie of 2eus it forgot its e^irlior promise and be-

came invested with those uapricioua humoura from which Homeric

man had gone oo far in emancipating himself and his foda.

There ia a nariced absence of auporatition i:i iho Homeric

cult of the Olympiuiia. VThen wo read that Aaios >/UduoL, uo

avoid evil i'ates ( /r^-^r-Jr ^/^^ /r-^^^r J-Aif/c^s n. XII. 113), a
1

somewhat ainiator note ia struck. . but the impression ia

•* Cf. the examination of ^'^^ /ho'^a p. S l"f

.
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oorreoldd when it tranjplroa that Fate (^'"'^<^ ) eveatuullj

oyertook him. When Lho ^iiuat oX x'ut;roalus appe-^red to

Aohilles In sleep pleadi<ip for Lhe burial Oi* the poor maimed

body (II. JULIII, 65) thero ^re aumiuonad up the pruesome

horrors of an earlier age. The remnant of Patrooluu .;a:j

harrieu by uhe "phaui^oma oi men outworn ('--^^'<"^ /r.j^/^7-«K j™

and oould find no rest. But after all, this was bat a

dream i?e ^Jiow that urioh the cessation of the uult of the

dead their power over the livixip had been broken, aud it is

Interesting to note that in his auuount of the burial of

fatroclos the poet makes no referonue to the function whioh

the saorifijo of 2r»^«i prisoners, tberoe-3, dops aud sheep
X

had performed in the fuueral^oult of earlier times . Poly-

damas gives expression to those superstitious feoro ;7hioh

had held men enthralled in earlier days .vhen he counsels oaus.-

in the atLaui. upon the Aohaian ships (II. XII, 211). Bub

Heotor leaves no doubt as to his contempt for omens: "^^hoQ

bidst us be obedieut to birds lonfr of wing, whereto I five no

heea, whether they fare to the right, to the dawn and to the

•un, or to the left, to mist and darkiiess. Nay, for us, let

08 trust to the counsel of mighty Zeaa, v/ho is king over all

mortals aud immortals. One ometi is best, to fi^ht for our

own oountry.'*

There is a strong suggestion of magic in the events

surrounding the cuarrel between Aohilles and Agamemnon .

Bat the pestile no6 with whioh Apollo afflicted the host

^ Cf. 1.1. f. Nillson. History of Greek Heligion, Ch. V, p. 140

2 II. I, y ff.
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through hla durtu, the aooth-aaylne^ of Halohas who "^iuiew both

things that were and that should be and that hud beoa before**

actually puint to a breach of honour on the part of Agamarauon,

and there is nothing magiual about the reetitution to be made.

That Is to say, the cuarrel haa suuh a clear-cut and defiulto

oause; the issue can be so >:;learly stated in terms of human

passion and interest, that the action of ^t>ollo and its

•luoidation by Calchas, appear only superfluous. Indeed it

aeeina that marlc was definitely a thing of the past, much of

its paraphernalia perhaps being adapted to nev/ uses, so cCten

do anaicjes, ea(7les, birds, and the like appear in the Ilomerio

similes.

from this study of the relationship between man and

destiny, and between man and his gods, it is apyarcat the

Homeric hero had assorted a strong ^laim to freedom of thought

and action. And where thex'e Is evident such a stern struffle

against restrictions imposed by traditional belief uuon human

fraadom, we may expect a particular application in the matter

of purely nomau relationships. Destiny and the Olympian rods,

by ohecicing and guiding inun*3 activities^ brou^r^ht a mecisure of

discipline and order to bear Upon the free play of his desires,

and thus exercised in the main a salutary influence; and vie

maof firoceod to examine in whet manner the hero resp^ndoa to

those social roBtruutiona the need for ..hioh inevitably appears

whan men mitirlo together. In the Iliad there is nowhere aoparant

Mdiat might be called a cryijtallized form of politicaj. autnority.
oaly

Human leaders, like divine leaders, receive doferonce/aa long
1

as their supcrioit mifht and v/isdum warrant it .

Bk?^l:^?gl§^SRoH^nS^££i^lSH&iiiis,4A. tiTf^W.'' ^^it^^^kU^^'
i'aris: Hector and I'olydamas, B^.. XII, ;511.
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At the same ti e thore ore oortula unwritten rulea for pablio

behariour, thluga done buu uut done. There la nothing to

prevent !!!her8ltes (11- IX* di'd) from having hia aay if ho ao

desires* In uruc demaroclu fashion he nio^ slander A^amonnon

without vlolaLiug au^ sootlon of the uonstitution. Buu liuoh

a rabid iiidividualist will, if he is wise, i^ive way to aoulal

pr«88ure* If he persist in violating uustoius he must eventual-

ly suffer the penalty of isolation. Aohlllea and Agamemnon

both leurnoa this lesson thoroughly. They dlsoove.ed that it

was imtjossible I'or men to live togeohor in harmouy unless they

are prepared lo compromiao their iutorei^i/u. And suoh jou^pruaise

is not really self-saurifioo; it la rne^oly the reflection in

society of that personal discipline and orderliness which is

80 esaeuuial if man is to preserve peace ana hcviiionj in hi:i:-

aelf . The inner luw evolved by the individual to govern iiis

1

conduct in relation to the group is called aides . But it ^an

seldom be oallod a law, since it is so often a laero sLiouion and

devoid of principle. It would also appear that the attitude

of onloOiiwers is indicated by the Lerm aomosis . Nemesis is social

pressure, and may bo applied by god^ or ueu . But both aides

and nemesis are too capricious to offer a c<^^idi^ principle

for social life, and in Eomor we note on attempt to crystallize
3

some such rule in the form of Themis . It oan also be shovrn,

in aocordance with our thesis elsewhere , that these two,

1 Cf. 0. iJurray. The .iise of thg Greej:. iipic, Lecturo III, p. 88,
where it is stated that aides is ,sr.uivaleut of what v;e call a
sense of social roaponsibility.
^ Vid. II. Ill, 156: 41U: Li. 523: XIII, 'ab ff.

•^ Gustare Qlotz. Histuira Gregue, Tome 1®^, p. 121-2, defines
aidoj as "morale foLjiliale", and ti.ouia ai\ "^droit familial".
Thus the close relatiunsaip Dotwo-^n the two is reoornized; but
it la difficult to seo how ia iloLicr the restrictive "familial'*
can be alloweu.

* Vid. p./^
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Thamis aad Aidos tio^iy iu like mannor to prods and mea.

When Uora uompiuiria so bitterly to Zeus of Ares' Irros-

pousibla oouduut iu plo^'iu^ havou amonfT the Aohaians (li* V,

757-63), she aoouses him of trausri^dssinr the freaeral rules,

or what is on Olympus oommonly held to be right ( ^o -ryroi o/?f-

0cy^j<r 7<<) , He is doitig something wi:iuh is "not done": he ia

the ''enfant terrible", igamemcon ptomptea by a dreua pru.juaoa

to cuiiLe an immediate attuok a loa Iroy (II. II, 56-75). 3ut

he is not sure of the general feeling; soiae ma^r wish to board

their ships and flee home. He wishes thejqgfore to teuu i/uom

in acoordanoe v/lth caatom ( ^' P-cy^'^ c-rrry ), Here tiie leaaer'a

authority is clearly seen as based ultimately upon group oon-

8«nt. Men ouuuaionaliy Judge «3rooiced Judgments ( <r/:oh<=is ^^/;^^<^<r/

9f^z^/<T7^s ) and tiius iiicur the v/rath of God (II. XVI, 287) who

visits them with puniahment (3//r-^ ) once Justice is driven out.

This wo -id soom to be a oase oi' that solf-im.joaea discsipliue

to whioh all aliice must oonforra if freet.om is to be assured and

tyraniiy avoided. Themis calls tne gods to council (II. iUC, 4)

and is Hera*8 logical confidante when the overvveeuiug wilful-

ness of Jeus Is called Into cusetiou (II. Xa, 87).

Hence fio^'i and P£yh.'<^C's ought not to be regarded
1

merely as dooms or apeoific Juagmeata of 2eua . !i!hat thoy

are not divine Judgmeuta delivered by a i^iiig is shewn in

II- XVI, 3ti7, where men in council are represented as form-

ula '>/iug them. Moreover the use of both singular and plural,

themis and theaiises. is ia itself uo proof of tiieir being merely

jodgBtents. Tuemlses are priuioive .olitij .1 regulations found

by experience to have practical value xu uucxaliziug men's

'"Of. Sir iioiiry Maine. Ancient Law, Ch. I.





natural liiutiuuts. Zheaie, su far irom t^rocsee^iu^: ^roa

OJ^mpua, la reflaobeu thlthor from the earth, and as the aab-

atauue uhanges ou earth, when more euliphteaed Ideas of jtiatiue

and law prsTull, au >iili its ahadow onuu^ e li^ heuveu.

Aidos la the speolfio applioatlou of 2henls to the ludiv-

idoal. lu Bxw. JCIII, ^d-ld^ t'oseidou ohldea the /vuhalm:i8 for

their aloth. j!ho oam^ la iii danger of uu^uiuo, aua ull oooauae

the people are at ijtrife with their ohief aud have uO heart to

defend the shipa* x^aoh man was fruilty of Achillea' error,

in allo«/iu(7 personax roaeiAtiiidxit. to prevent effective action.

Zhey 8houl.d be aahamod of themsolves {'A^^Cs/A^yc-')o/^ /rol^^o/ yc-o, ):

thay must each and all rogulato their tumultuous feellur, dia-

oipline it, uiia proa^ ii* iiito tho service of tiieir united

purpose { o<Jy\' (-y t^^c-cr) Oc-<r^i- i^/(c<ar4>s^ aiy3*o ^ro-,' K^^^ct- ),

Sifflilaxly Alas urges ou the Argives (11* XY, 5G1-4 . Ino aidos

whioh eaoh must "tatis into his heart ' is the couaciousueas of

«hat other men or the grouo iu geueral expect of him. It in-

volves the regulation of Innediate personal desires in accord-

au.je with more fav-reachiiifr recuireiaeuta (Gi. II. XV, 657 J.

2ieus, tO£rethor with the other gods, is iuoensed at ^Ushilles'

implacable apirlt in doing violence to tho body of lleotor (Ix.

XXIV, 11^). His natux'al iucliuatiuu is to i'^tervez^e on Hector's

behalf, but aidos checks tnis and he prefers v/ilh uhe aid of

detis to jrevail u >on Achilles to relcut.

It is iuterostiiif to uo^e tuat <^yii^s iilao refers upon occasion

to physical nakedness (Cf. II. II, £&£, aud XXII, 75), a Cv^ndition

bich must be modifier in answer to social denkands. Onoe uore the

individual in entering society xu called u.^ou to co;:^pr&:^^ \at
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appear to be hiu aatiual rights oad submit to Zhamis lu the

iuterast of all.

Ihus the Iliad presents a series of illuiniiiatln£' ait*

uatious iiiTOlviug severe ooufliot between aaa. and his environ-

meat. !i:but the heroes made no attempt to rorznulate the prob-

len with which, iu some form or other, they were con3t<^-.tly

uoufrouted, does uot detract from its vital importanoe- They

were not at all iuuliiied to reflectioa: they were emiuently

praotijal, aud uheir ideals for ihe nost part foond cc^ploto

satisfautioii iu cooduot* But the type of opjjositioii vvhijh

they euouuutered woi^ld soouor o.' la»cr deaand more careful

atteatioii. Jheu couditlous ohanred, aud ihe uheox.s u ^oa free-

dom manifestly oat^ei^hed the Joy of aohieveaeut, »hen confliot

was tax^eu Liore to heart, and at'^empts at rosclvin^r it bocaoe

infinitely more complex. !?he Iliad has to do with war. Gods

and men are keyed to fever pitch, and tneir method of dealing

with oppositiun is forceful and direct, althoufrh there are

signs, as in the case of Achilles after the death of Hector.

that such tactijs occasion considerable doubt. In the Odyssey

this simple directness, characteristic of the Iliad, is con-

spiouoasly absent. 2he Iliad reveals the unity and conjcntra-

tion of effort called iuto bein£r by militiiry enterprise; but

the Odydsey deals with the aftermath of war. At Tirst sit~^ht

the Odyssey appears "calmer, more reflective, more relipioos
1

than the Iliad, ueiiic a poem of peace" , but such a view is

nisleadiug if we ueploct also to notice certain Qnmi8ta2.sable

signs of sojial upheaval which herald the disru)tiOM of feudal

society. Jne vital connOv;tiuii between tho two epic poorns

1
"

A. Lang. Homer and His -ige, Ch. ix, ^. d32
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would seom to be that lu the Odysaey aro more graph loally

deplutea those fuutorti whloh gradually broke down heroic life,

fautora waioh are aot so proniuout lu the Iliad, aiuoe war

ia a rreeuy thoue, and teoda to distract attoution from other

forma of activity. Behind the proud and confident exterior

of horoic life, hoivovur, there appears a strou^r inclliiatioii to

question the nature of aUuhority. In the Iliad wo noted that

while rovereuce for the Klujr ia dee —rooted, he differs from
1

his peers in decree ratnor than in essence . Af:ameninon claioed

he was more jciugly {
/Sc«r/\i-urc-^os- ) tuan Aohilloa (II. Ix, 160);

hence it was aug^rested that ^iut^ly prestige depended larp-ely

u.;on patent superiority. One of laauy sons of iieus ( A/ o
yc-y&-c-s

)

Agamemnon was really "^prluus inter pares'*, and constantly sab-

Ject to the veto of his fellow busileia . Uor w^a the ^.ing

compelled to oonsiuer the opinions only of his peers. Alcinous

when devisiiifj maona for oonducti:ic Odysseus baciL to his native

land oonsiders it proper to consult, in addition to the

captains of the Phaeaciana, the elders ( y<r-^cK-r^-^ ) of the

people (Od. VH, 18a). The feeli.fs of the assembly are bIso

tai:.en i.'ito aooount. l!he Achaeans were summoned to consider

the havoc wrought by Apollo (II. I, 54), the advisability of

an immediate attuox. Upon Troy (II. II, 50 ff ), or the cu<^rrel

betweoa .agameunon and Aohillea (II. IX, 10 ff.). And l<. uiie

Odyaeey the aaseubly appears a much more regular and powerful

institution. Telenaohua consults tiio people in the matter of

^ Vid. p. ^o

^ The peculiar honours and responBibilitiea aooruin^ to kiu.5-
ship are aet forth clearly by Glotz and Cohen. Histoire GreOQUs,
Tome l*'^, pp. 127-150.





the BUltora (Od. II, 6 f f ) ; Alolnous, vihen publio entox'tuituneut

for Odyaaeua la uontomplatod (Od. Vlil, 4 f . ) : Autlphatea

la found by Odysaoua and hla laeti in the aaaoLibly of the

Laeatrygons (Oci. X. 114'; and Antlnotia feara loaa of the people's

support ia hla feud with 2elemaohua (Od. XVI, 376 ff.).

£upoltho3, ouraged nt the death of nls sou Antinoos, seoi^ to

roaae popular feollii^ opraiust Odyaaeua by horanfruoin^ the

people (Od. XXIV, 41^0); and the importance of the people is

ictplled when Mentor upbruida ihom for toleratiap the inaolotue

of the auitora (Od. II. 2,i^J)

.

This rostriotiou of royal proropative and deoeiitrulizAfcion

of autliorlty was aymptomatio of far-reaching ohangea taking

place in aociai and political orgaaiiation. City life, in whioh

oommon latere ata were gradually aupplantiag common blood as the

anifyiug factor, was slowly corrupting the ancient inatltutiona.

He hear of putronomioa beinp divided. The sona of Castor, half-

brother of Odyaaeua, aplit their father 'a estate by caating

lots (Od. XIV, 208-10). Odyaaeua, although receivinp only a

very small ahare at hia father's death, had practised piracy

to gain great wealth (Od. XIV, ^54), and had been enabled to

marry Lhe daughter of a /oalthy landowner (Od. XIV, £11).

Independence of agriculture, development of commercial entor-

priae. the aooumuli.tlon of movable property, the pronoufiood

cleavage between rich and poor - all tiieae factors tendod to

break down the old aunctioiia and pave the way for a new order.

Porhapa this change of fooua in the matter of authority

can be beat illuatruted from tiie oxperiencea of Odyaaeua and

hia inmeciiate aaaoaiutea, particularly in their attitude to
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the gods. Tho spooial virtues ottributod to Odysseus, self-

control. Olid ability to uvoid duixror by atratecem, aug^eot that

couduot WHS not suoh 4X ai.iple matter for him as for most of

his fellow-heroes. He oan be forthrirht upon occasion lu doal-

iup with his follov7-inou, belabouring Thersites for insolence,

II. II, 265 ff., atiniulatia{^ the fl^ifT^iu^ spirit of Dioiuedes

in battle (II. XI, 613 ff.), or, pouriur scorn apon AgajoBmaon

for his cowardice (II. XI7, do). In rosoutuoat at false

iapatcition he oan oppuse Af:anie:^non with nuoh vigour (11. IV,

350 ff); but at other times ho va(/cillateo. Nestor had lost

his horses and was iu itamodiate dauerer of sufferinp death at

the hands of Hector, but Odysseus thought discretion the

better part of valour and iorsooic the old warrior, pacing- no

heed to the rebUi^e of Diomedes (II. 71 il, 97 ff). Incensed

at Agamemnon because of the quarrel he would liko to v/ithdrav;

his support, but iie hesitates to follow the exaaiple of Achilles,

and, guided by Athene, remaiiiS loyal to Agamemnon (11. II, 175 ff)

Again, he is promptea to flee frora the 2roJan3 after Diomodos

is wounded, and it is only after considoi'able ailspiviog Uiuh a

brave spirit triumphed (II. il. 404 ff). .Thou setting out ?/ith

Diomedes to spy upon the Irojan ca;np he prays to Athene I'or

success. The prayer is voj:'j iuticiate, .Tithout showing any

sign Oi servility. Biere ia also auaeut the contractual eleaont

80 noticeable in the prayor of I>iomedoo thut follows. On the

other hand Odysseus stresses the value of -i.wieue'a friouuship

and of her companionship in nia toils (II. X, 280 ff).

Ia tho -Odya-aoy it appoara thrtt this olomont of doubt aafl.

•ttac-O ituinty io .uoh mapnl fiod .

—

The trials involv ea i» tl to
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-hen we undort xka to discover the manner in vrhich HoEor'a

man respond to opposition, .hothor 3uch opposition take the

form of>-»Y^ , the will of the Olympian deities, or tho croaa

purposea of other caen, cert^iin inoonaiatenciea are bound to

appenr. It will often seem that change hna taken or is talking

place, and the ouaation of timo is bou-id to arise. As an ex-

ample we may cite our tre-' traent of Jeua in tre Iliad (pp. 16 f f. ).

This queatioii of tine will refer not only to when the Iliad and

Cdyssey were composed , but also tc the aub ject matter of each:

of what age ia the poet apeaking in this section or that: when

dealinf» with this or that practice: thia institution or that

religious sentir.ent. But we submit that the extrenel;- oomplQ^c

problem of Homeric dates and authorship remains outside the

scope of this thesis.

THe main oontroyeraial works on the Homeric problem, such

aa those of Groto , oilano'rttz-Liailondorf , Uonro , Uurruy ,

Chadwick, Oroisot, Allen, and Hillson, have be-^n ccnsulte !. "nd

while tho Yiow of Nillson, whoae reaoar?h leads to the conclusion

on page 20C of his "Homer and Uycenae" , appears moat conrincing,

we aee no point in listing a series of tentative dRtea bcrro-od

from the work of specialists in the field. .VhorH there ia so

much disr.greenent concerning the time both of compilation and

recorded incident, any attempt to deal *vith our particular prob-

lem from that point of view wculd bo doomed at the outset. Con-

sequently we choose to take the poems as they atand, and to note

how individuals concorno rosrond to tho challenge of their

environment. Sometimes change ia apparent, and perhaps we may

speak of logical change or development where precise knowledge of

chrcnolcg^' ia wanting.





rotura ffoa .Toy tiU'O'ilouud to rob Odysaeua of all self aon-

fideuue. The uxau of supreme reaouroefuluess aiul aelT-coutrol

beou.'ao more iuprosaed by '^dvorae sjiruuaataupes thaa by h.la own

rl^rht of way, uud under Uie burdou of ruisfortuae was prone to

thro a/ himself apou the moroy of ore teo tors human or diviao*

^ter u hazardous jouruoy by aea Od^'.3aoua i^iually aaiae to the

land of the ^aeaoi^ua. £a .veiit to Uie fat.ioU8 palaue of

Alolaoua "and hla heart ^aa full of a&i^ thou^ita as he atood

there". Xhere is 30aeuhinc pathe;;io Lu his hunblo aupplioation

to Arete, oriJe of Alelnouo, *or dcliveraiKie from hia unhappy

lot (Od. VII, 150) : Too loo,::, he aays, has he suffered

affliction far from his friends: frustraticr; is no lonrer

anawereu by indignant rebellion; heroic v/rath gives way to

fatalistic priof. Odyaaous, wear^' of Calypso, bewails his en-

force a impriaoiiuont ou the island of Ofrypia - "His eyes ware

never dry of tearj, and his 3»eet life v/as ebbiii^: away as he

nourued for his retiirn"* (Od. V, 15l) iSven the iiyaph's

pronise to relcaae him is reoeivod r;itii suspicion (Od. 7, 175);

misfortune has so unnerved hin that he suspects an ulterior

siOtive. .Vhile enjoyiiif the .lOs.Jiality of Alciaous he oeoiiot

\i%at to recall his uuhappji plight: "Drav/lug his pu^'ple cloak

OTer hia head he hid his face, for ho was ashamed to shed

tears in the preaeuce of the x-haeacians" (Od. VIII, 84).

His converse with the shades of the ^ethsr v;orld iapressed

hiia with the tragic sorrow of mortal life (Ou. XI, 2^ ff. ).

Loss of norve ia al30 i.Ouiooable ii. -..o jase of Telemachua

and ^auolwpe. lolosiachus oonatixtly de..]lores the encroachinent

of the auitora, and his impotence to resist them briugs z.othiug
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bat pain (Od. I. lia ff: ib. 2'M ft: ib. 252 ff: lb. 5G8 ff).

In the saue maonor Penelopo la ovorjoma wiuh 8orrov; at. the torn

thluga have taicen ( Od . 1 , 3o4,

)

.

This obseasioa with the futility of human offort brought

about a marked change in the relationship between man and his

gods, ^'eisiatratus, son of Uesuor, hoped thab Telemauhaa

made use of prayer, aluue "^all men ataud in noed oC the rods'*

(Od. Ill, 48). Telemachua know this well, and la momenta of

deat^-adeaoy looJced to Athene for eucouracement. The roddeaa

inspired hi i to fresh effort (Od. Ill, 14 ff.), and ''plants

might and courage lu his Si^irit" (Od. I, 220 f f . ) . .^nelope

is 80 oppreaaed v/ith sorrow that she petitions Artemis for the

"soft releuae of death" (Od. XVIII, 202). Athene, displaying-

her oouataut solibioitude for Odysseus, reminds her father that

hor mortal friend deserves a better fate (Od. V, 11 ff.). The

hero hi:n8elf, ovorv/helmod by the stormy sea, makes supplication

to Zeus and see-ua to enlist diviue pity (Od. V, 445 ff. ). At

another time ho prays to Athene for deliverance from the

fhaeacians (Od. VI, 324 ff . )

.

Thus the function of Athene is to minister comfort and

implaut hope. She reminds Telomachus that the situation mirht

be worse (Od. Ill, 320 ff.). The toll which Odysseus endures

is In the nature of ooixua e perhaps, and is undoubtedly prefer-

able to tho disaster whioh befell i^amemiion after his more

speedy return to Argoa. Ueualaua suffered also, only winuinp

hia way home after much troublesome wandorliif (Od. IV, 78 ff.).

The proddess atreugthona Odysseus lu his strucple with Irus,

that menial vvho vauntu nis vul£;ar self-aasertlon in the very
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home of the hero (Cd, XVIII, 66 ff . ) . Tho in^piroa both frtther

and 3on for the lapendini» coaflict with the 3ultora (Od. XIX,

20 ff . ) , nnd rofreahaa the hero' a flapginp aririt when obat'^clea

nprenr inaurnouiitable (Od. iX , 36 ff . ) . Hia daaporidanc^- calls

forth atrong rebuke at tines ternpere^i by friendly aaaur-xnoe

(Cd. Xill, S.'2^ ff . ) . Cdysiieua waa , however, enabled to accompli*

his purpose in the end, but hia reward of happineas was to depend

upon oboi ience to the grey-eyod ROddeaa and upon abstention from

the "atrifo of even-handed war" (Od. iXIV) , the vitnl no .ri-ih-

ment , it may be nota<^, of the heroic aoul.

?hu3 in the Odys.^ey the hero nrroara lea^ aelf-raliant than

in the Iliad, and it ia perhaps not 'accidental that ^^<»/^<^, in

the sense of deatinj'^, and involving emancipation from fer.r, is

hardly in evidence. V.o find frequent uaa of the tern where a

"let" or portion ia implied: /^chilloe had embarke uiiacathed

with hia aharo [y^^^^f^r ) of the spoil (Od. XI, £4}: the aerv-

anta distribute the portions {
yt^o/foLS..) and mix the wine

1
(Od. Vi:i, 470) .

Oocaaionaljy ^c^r^o/ is usee! in the aonao of destiny. Zeus

knows what things are fated and vrhat not fate i ( /«-«'Y'=^>' ^ ^

dyiyKc^'/') >- ) for mortal men (Od. XX. 76): he orders Calypso to

release Odysseus, "jince it ia hia fate [/^^f'^ ) to look on his

frlanJa again" (Od. V, 114), I'cirn may be equivalent to the

will of the Immortals, jince "the doom of the pods [ ^t^7^^ ^^-C^r
)

condemned Clytorrjioatra to ruin " (Od. Ill, 269). ^t other times

destiny ia aignifiad by ^^^-^ (Od. Vi:, 197: V, 114). But

nowhere ia there the sugreation that belief in fr'te roijulted

^ ^-ae also Od. Ill, 66: IV, 97: XIV^ 44C: XV, 140: XV, 171: 2©
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in new confidanco, as aentnod to be the cuae in the Hind (see

p. 7 ff. ).

Thus ourtailment of the hero' a freeJon is Indlcrtod both by

hia greater nee i for divine heir '^"d ^y the absence of '^ny sug-

gestion that >*''7'<^ inspire.! hln with addition?il cour'igo to face

oppodition. This ncdificftion of the heroic temper traceable in

the Iliad and the Odyssey was symptomatic of the change taking

place in society, nnd helps to prepare us for the revelation of

subsequent literature which deals with a world unintelligible

vrhen judged by heroic standards.
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A conalderatloa of the herolo point of vlaw leaves one

with an Impreaslou of its extraordinary liberality. It seems

to augur well for mea's future uonditioa that they have so far

shax-oa themsclvea free from the oorrosive shaui^les of super-

stitboa and fear as to make religious beliefs ultimately

subordinate to spiritual free^-^om and human enterprise. Faots,

it seems, must ever determine the nature of fanciies, and the

general oharge that men fashion their own beliefs only to
1

become enslaved to them encounters effective rebuttal. Hov;-

ever, for the ingenuous faith that would make of man a complete-

ly responsible being, able to guide his own destiny by means of

spirit or reason, the study of history provides a proper correct-

ive Numerous factors subse uently enter in to prevent fulfil-

ment of early promise: from ever-changing permutations and com-

binations of human society in its physical environment there arise

similarly changing attitudes and tendencies. "All is flux", as

Uoraolitus was later to observe.

In the Iliad the chieftains clai;a our exclusive interest.

Their less noble contemporaries, whose sole function it was to

provide for the comfort of their lordly masters, are ignored as

if beneath contempt. And while in the Odyssey l^.wly people,

Buoh as beggars azid swineherds, force themselves from time

to time upon the attention
, yet the main interest continues

Fustel de Coulangea. La Cite Antitue. Livre III, Ch. III.
2 Od. mi, iil9-a8: 376-77: Od. XVIII, 1 ff . : 362-4:
:i48-a: Od. Ul, 223: 4^8; Od. XXIV. o97ff. etc.





remain with the rulers But such ignoble creatures remain

an important section of society, and their very weaiinesses

and defects will, as Plato so clearly saw, continually retard

and divert the stream of human development if not duly restrained

and guided by some higher authority. In such an aristocratic

society the "best men" \j111 have ample field in v/hich to dis-

play their excellence. £'reed from tne sordid necessity of

providing for mere material nee^s, they are in a position to

concentrate upon nobler things, and as v/e have observed, this

economic independence did reflect itself in the glorious free-

dom, the poise, and the sure touch of the Homeric hero. Not

that this response to material euvironment is by any means

automatic or inevitable: to rule out the factor of individual

initiative is to rob the term "hero" of its content, and

incidentally to nullify all human dignity and virtue. But it

nevertheless remains true of society as a whole, (with the

possible exception of the Christian community and others for

the most part ideally conceived) that a certain basis of

material well-being is necessary before the good life can

become a reality. Llaterial factors remain of cardinal import-
1

ance , and men's philosophy of life reflects the various

changes in their physical condition.

Vftien v/e turn to Hesiod and make the acquaintance of his

countrymen it is inmediately evident that the entire bacl:-

ground of human activity has changed. "Homer and Hesiod

stand in strong contrast. The unchecked imagination of the

1 Cf. Ihucydides III, 6^: Aristotle. Nic : Sth: lOi^yb.
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Ionic poets, which made light of tne contradictions and

diversities of legend, differed as wiaely from ^ne norae-

jteeping, methodical wisdom of the Boeotian peasant, as the

brilliant insouciance of their noble audience from the

gloomy spirit of the meeK hinds and farmers for v/nom Hesiod's
1

poems were composed" . I'he Homeric chieftain by reason of

his physical condition was largely free from fear and worry.

He could u&^e much for granted, ana concentrate from tr.e very

first upon the acquisition of honour and glory. The Boeotian

farmer, on the other hand, could never emancipate hi.aself

from the "beggarly elements"; on every side he v;as beset by

forces beyond his control: his crops, his stock, very life

itself, depended less upon his ov/n enterprise than upon the

benevolence of strange outside pov/ers v/hich seemed to woric

independently of human neeas or desires.

The social and political background of Hesiod's Works

and Days v/ould seem to have been the result of those dis-

ruptive influences which we discovered already operative in
2

the Iliad and the Odyssey . Patriarchal institutions continued

to survive in the interest of the landed families, but in

opposition to this order other classes gradually substantiated

a claim to recognition. The successful struggle of the

aristocracy against the king's power resulted in a harsh

domination over their dependents. Members of landed families

found themselves isolated, tradesmen increased in number,

and more unskilled labourers became obliged to enter the

service of rich proprietors. The poverty of the soil and the

Theodor Gomperz. Greek Thinners. Vol. I, 3k. I ^.
'^ Vid. 9.x^/^
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break-up of tho land a^^^dtea plnyod thalr part in prompting

oolonizntion on n grand acnle, v. tnovonont doatlno i to exercise

n profound influonco on the ohfrooter of Greece. But in the

wBke of thia vast rnovecient the old uyatea waa strugRling to

survive , and Heaiod doacribea the aorry conditicna in Boeotin

in the Ninth Century B.C., whan it aeomed that aecurity,

Juatice, and religion had paaaed away along with all virtuea
'

1
of the "Golden Age" .

1
7,, pnd D. . 1P3 ff: 190 ff: 29P ff: 176 ff. Here again

(cf. footnote p. 27) grant UTiOartttinty in the matter cf tine and
authorahlr seema to prevail. But wher-? the nroblom cf froot'on
ia involve.1 /-e are not bou:.d by such uncertainty. Taking the
Tiorka and Daya" and the "TheoRony" aa they atnjid, there is
diacernible a ravrkei development in ideoa of -norrl freodon.

It may well be thrt the Iliad and *he Odyssey were not
constructed in anything approaching 'heir present form until the
middle of the 9th Oantiiry B.C., and thrt the "uorka and Daya"
waa co::.rilQJ liot riiUch later (T.V.. /lien. "Homer: Origina ^nd
Transmiasion" , Oh. IV), but a mnrke difference in aubjoct
matter, and prob'.biy- in the ege with which tho poota ere dealing,
ia manifest. The "Theogony" aeoma to be Inter still, nn6 r^r-
haps the work of another poot (Cf. Theog. lines :^Z ff .

-. also
T.V.'. Allen op. cit.), but our thoaia ia not dependent upcn
certainty in these mnttera.





Agriculture tends to Rffeot its devotees adrersel^ in

two wBya. In the first rlftoo. by its precnriousneaa it chocka

self-aaauxT-noe. Thile the Homeric hero with aubli-ne fn.ith and

optimise id forever overstepping the lir.its of hia province »ind

lenrning the rudiment a of nornl discipline in the harsh schocl

of experience, the tiller of the soil in Heaiod haa no desire

to live dangerouol;- in order to pain the baubles of glory and

honour. He fsivours the "ca* canny" precept: adventure and

enthusiaam are luxuries and prove too costl;-. The famer in

the presence of nnture at work ooniDcrta hir.seli with studiec^

hunility. Such humility ne-3i not ehar'^cterize his attitude

to his fellow cen, fnd r'^rely doe^s; but the e:ri»oncia8 of his

eoonociic plight and the extent to which he is ^tjrking in the

dark will renJor hiu diffident in asserting any clair. to

order his ovm destiny. He is the noat religious of men,

if "religious" be taken in the Eoman sense of "scrupulous".

The Pandora cjyth (W, and D. , 4£-10t) gives religious

sanction to this fenrful hunility. Kan r^uit not strive

to become toe clever. Intellectual activity is
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diaastroua, aud hiuuau >vlli!ulao8Q leads to human destruutlon.

!I!h« error of iProuotiiaua una BUbstaatially Ine aaiae as the ola

of Adam, aua both eutailud the same baueful uouso( ueuoea.

In suoh an aKrluultural eoonomy aature seemu to speaK

of some uuiveraal order. Iiio oatural object exists In isola-

tion; its function is dotermiued by uhe need of the whole,

nature is in some aeuse a ooaL-aUuit;^ : all its members are

oallod upon to play a purt, uiA separatoly ov/e their health

to the health of the whole. 'iSiua it behooves a man livinf

under such uonditiuns, not to strixjo out an independeut

course, not to set hiuiself up agaiuat nature of v;hich he is

only a part, but to discipline aud humble himself and seei:

to learn his limitations and his duties, to "^nomber rxis aays

that he may apply his heart unto wisdom". iCnowledge of

nature's laws* and hetice of oneoolf as a part oi nature, is

of vital importance in such a suoioty In comuuiiiou with

naturo her secrets are revealed, and hence arise Lhe first

rules and regulations for the performance of sea^^onal taHks.

Man thus seeks to identify himself with -ao oraor oi nature;

but owing to the awakening of individual and social conscience

this order has to be a moral order. Tliat there may be conflict

botweaii the natural and the moral soon becomes a.^pareut, and,

aa will be shown later, considerable ingenuity is called
1

for in reconciling the tv/o . "i?or the sou of Cronos has

ordained this law for mua, thuL fiahos and bear.ta and winged

fowls should devour ouo another, for right ( ^4^ ) is not in

^ Evidence of this view in Hoolod ivill bo uitea at a later sta^e.
It sug^cests the i-'lutonio doctrine of tne State as an (organism,
in which the functions of Individual nenborn are prescribed by
the nee >s of the whole. Ine soiae idou is seen in the myth
alleged to have been used by iienonius Agrippa (Livy II, o'^)
to persuade the iioman pleba to return from the Sacred Lount.
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thoffl; but to raauJciud ho pav© rlphVivhioh provea far the

beat."

While Buuh a polut of view resolLa in an extreme obecurant-

iam, it uevortr.eless has its brighter side. It is to ..w...o auuh

oouditiou that uhe famoua maxim "uothlag iu excess' (/^^^^^i^

^\Mv ), itself the vei*y hall-mar*. oT Greeii oivilization, muat

owe its ori^riu. This attitu e of extreme cauLiun, li.is

peuoatriau morality, whioh iu Uesiod's day brought with it its

own onpreteutiouo rewards, was to slilue forth eventually -33

the very oondi'v/ioa of the good life, end of everythiup "artistic"

whluh weut to compose the gcod life, when Greece oivilizatiou

oaae to its fall stature.

The secoud adverse effect of agriculture a;jou man is iu a

Banner complementary to the first, tihile his struggle for life

and close aasocia^ioa with the powerful and my>:3terioaa forces of

nature diacouraiP-e eater.)risin/T origiixality of thought or action,

and ^Jttt a premium apou caution, the very conditions of his wor*.

render such enterprise imooaaibla or at lea:^,t very difficult of

attaiumout. Hard manual toil in the open air requires 30 p-reat

an axpeuditure of energy thau, apart from such homely ..visdom

as is necessary for the offoctive porfox'mance of the tasi. at

hand, there results for the <TiOst part a suspension of mental

activity. i?or the farmer a chancre of .;oriL is in no sense a

rest: rofreshmont only cones from complete cessation.

3mall wonder then that the general outlo .k. ia :iO r^utrlcted

and essentially practical, '^i^vil ca.^ be rot ea ily and in

abundance: the road to her is smooth, and she lives "very near

US. 3ut between us and Virtue the gods have places the sweat
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of oar bro\9s: loug and ate. u.u :<ath thut leads &o ner,

aud it la rou^ at the first: but when o luan haa reaohed the

top, tiieu is she easy to reaoh, though before s/io was hard. "

(W. and I>., 287-ay2). "Both goda and nen are anpry wiUn

who lives idle'^ ( V/ >ud i;., 30^4). Vor the goas i^eep nidden

from uaa the neaua oi' life, jsilae joxx >«ould ea ily do worjc

enou^ in a day to aapply you for a full year v/ithout woris.inp'*

(tf. aol I)., 42->44). "^h'orxL is uo disgrace, bat idloaoss is'*

(V. aud D.. 511). Shis is little uore than the pospol of

hard work, aud by itself has a stultifying effeot ixj^.t. those
i

who uphold it . To a life thus controlled there is uo

direction arid lie. tie posBibility of rro'.7th: tnere is also an

iinperTioua.ies- to the i.iroada of doubt aud anxioty, so that

it often oomos to uo chosen even iiian era of greater enliphten-

uMut by thojo for whom the problems of life aru too difficult

aud par piecing.

Iho religion of the Boeotian landwor^^er is at bottom a

colt of oatOL'e. "iJhea first you be.^in ploughinr, pray to Seue

of the iiarth and to puro Deraetex- to maice Dome tor's holy grain

sound aiui heavy." 2he;je nature deities exerjiso ultimate

oontrol, and as man becomes more conscious of the great uncertain-

ty of his livelihood, his spirit wilx jo further checi^ca ...A

ultimately enslaved. There is, it is true, a field Jor human

activity. By careful observation of the r.anner iu \;hiah nature

worjLS, he inay aid ^.hq process, ilever ;^nelo33, while one :..ay

^ This .as the faith to which Cato the Censor dedicated himself
afresh in the and Geutiury B.o. fortunately xiome's ^rradual
development, a slow and oxtramely painful pr at first, was,
owing to external l^luencea, al.oaay an est ^..uec, fact.
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plant and another water. It Is God v/ho plvos the InoroaBe.

Under suuh uouditlons nan tends to become servile and will

be prevented from attainiupr that iiidopendence and freedom

whioli. ara ii^ispOiAaablo to true alpnit;^ t:iu» ,^o ;

•';

!I!hore la always the risk, moroover, iu auoh close

affinity with naturo, that liberation from neceaaity be soofrht

by means of uatTio. From some such pseudo-soietitifio aedLcCtion

as that "lii-o produjes liiie" thoro seoma to result a moauui^o

of control ovor uatoral processes, and it is easy to allow

this apparent ooutrol to obncuro the actual enslavenent v;hich

atifl0 3 all oulirhtonmon'o. And thex'e are somo aif:na that

Hesiod'a oountryaon ontorod tnis oul-de-sao. "liirhoever orossea

a river wiwh handa unviaahed of wickedness, the gods ax'e an-ry

with him and bring trouble apon hi., aftorwaras. Never i<ut

the ladle upon the niixiup-bowl at a wine party, I'or raallrnaut

ill-luoi£ is attaohod to that. V/hou building a house do uwL

leave it rough-h3wn, or a oawing crow may settle on it and

croak. 'Jia^Q nothing to eat or to wash with from oncharmcd

pots, for iu thoni there ia mlsohiof. Do i^ot lot a uo^ of

twelve years ait on thiu^ra wiiioh may ; ot bo rc.ved*' ( .. and

D. 7;i5-7Cl/. dujh iujuuotiono supfOL^t thst occult coutrol

of uauure whion o.^ oue ossouoe Oj. ku/Ij, auu ^ne same

phanumeuou may bo observed iu the long oatalOjfiue of lucky

and unluc^ days (IV. and B. 765-8ai).

In this conuectioji iL is interostinG to nouo iieaiud'a

use, uo doubt quite oominoa at the ti.ie, of para,jhr<a3e or

kenniufr. 'Sho octopus or cuttle is called bhe Bonelosa One

k^cxrrc'OS' ^''» "^^ ^'t 624 )• An old man waLuiut >vi«h a

ataff is oalleu the Three-ieggea One, ^frTo^r ^^^ro^ (f, ^ j), 535),





A Buail la referroa to as Lno Hoaae-oarrier, c^^-f (-i;/^ o s

(W. aad D. , u71) ; a robbor as the Day-aleoper 'pyt^.^Y'^^ ^'^'^

(W. aad D., 6U5) ; aiui aa aut as the .Vise One ^<^//-f . Such
1

a devlje uay of course be uie.ely playful . Oa the other haud

it may poiut to that "ooiversal couditiou in which uuzzlas

and euigmas are the most^ ou:;ipreheusive form uiider ..hich nien

see life, and the most satisfying outlet for their emotioua

and aspirations." In this case such practice would bo the

forerunner of those figures used by the prioBtess at Delphi,

and by Heraolitus, to indicate the mystery of truth and the

poverty of languaf?e» and, "ai parva licet componere napnis",

poiut ultimately to the noble use of myth by Plato. At the

same time it is tempLiag to connect this usa^e Jith that

apotropaic euphemism by means of which pri. Itive peoples tvere

careful to avoid utterin^r the name of awe- iaspirins? or terrible
3

objeots . Shis would suggest an origin embedded in the thought

^ Just as to-day the drej-on-fly is called the Devil 'g Darninr-
neeule; certain flowers. Love in the Llist, Lords and Ladies, otc.

H. V. Routh. God, Han, and Epic Poetry. Even to-day simple
country fol<^ often spea^. and tnlii/. in terms of couumdrunis and
proverbs. It is as though they have neither the mental equip-
ment nor the vocabulary to express clearly what they di:.ly feel.

** J?or example, the Black Sea, full of uniaioivn terrors, was orip-
inally called the Kuxine ( ^--7'^-'^^/ - kind to strangers), in the
expeotauion that such a form of flattery v^ould avert evil. In
the same way the i'uries v;ere referred to as the Kindly Ones
(

'^ ^yu (\^> p ^-

f

or Icyi^^otj' ), in the belief that their evil in-
fluence would thus be forestalled. "Abstain "rom ./ords of evil
omen" ( <^-ofj^,.:rc- ) was the injunction given to men on solernn
occasions.





40.

aod praoUlue of loag-lo.

It rnaat hov/evor be poiutod oat that the foregoiug

examples iu the iVorAia and Days are really oases of taboo,

the sort of prautice which persists in every age. labco is

after all oiily a uerativo form of iaa«?iu, and while it may

ooastitute an obstacle to human enli^hteixiaent, it is never so

dangerous as that- more t^ositive i:iud which clainus for the

edioiue man special pov/or to laanipulato the power of nature

as he wills. Such vOw*doo uaat rob men of all free om in

thought or action, and of this evil thore is no evidence in

Hesiod. lodeed, far from conniving at magical beliefs, it ia

greatly to the poet's credit that he prevented such a condition

arising by insisting that zhere is an order, natural or divine,

or perhaps both, which may be apprehemded and according to

which the human race may attain froeocm. Hils idea of freedom

as inseporablo from law was dimly peroeivea in Homer but

receives real iapetua in Hesiod, 3y reading morality into

nature, and by fux^thor subordinating fairness and justice in the

social v/orld to the general conception of justice as the law of

Seua, Hesiod sets up an ideal standard of "right" which was

henceforth to govern the display am effective working of

"mighf^. 2his doctrine romaincd of I'uudamcntul importance in

the interplay between religio-philcsophic and political ideas

throughout the course of Greei: history.

It is of course a mistake to assume that the morality

of nature, or rather the morality of i^od wording through

nature, is an idea fully ilormulated in Hesiod. As has been

previously stated, the current religion of his day was at
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bottom a -wyubluul uult of nature, uiid morality Qouaisted la

oonformlni? to naturo'a ways. But it Is none the leaa uortaiu

that the poet was 8eeii.in^ to oo-ordluate religlou and moral-

ity more oloaely, to lift both to a higher i^laue, uud to f?ive

both a trausoendeutal aauotloii, a ;^rooeuB rendered losa diff-

ioult by rausoa of the easy mutability of Olympian e;odhe'.td.

The oult of nature aouompanied by a pragmatic} morality will

under favourable jonditiuns answer man's spiritual needs ai^ long

as he oliags to the soil. tVhen things go vvrou^?, howeyer, he ha3

recourae to othor exj^edients* Sametimos the defects of the

economic system of which he forms a part» and the hardships

which he is obliged to endure, are regardoa as diviao visit-

ativ^us calliug for a more meticulous 'erformanoe of rolirious

rites. In some way or other he beoo:ii<jL' out of tuue v/itxi tne

harmotxy of nature, and his reinstatement seems to depeuo upon
1

a more scruj.loua observance of religious reouirenents . The

silver rawo, .ve learn, {'.V. and D., IZd ff.) "liveu only for a

little tiae, aoA that i;i sorrow, because of their foolishness,

for the;^^ could nut keep from sinning: and wronging one anothor,

nor would they serve the immortals, nor sacrifice on the holy

altars of the blessed ones an it is right for men to do where-

ever they dwell. Then Zo\xb the son of Cronos v/as angry and

The punctiliousness of early Horaan religious practice, fic

applied first o£ all to afrricultui'o, and then to military and
political aotivitiee, is woll i^nowu. The visit of the w.retan
poothsayer f^piiaenidea to Attica at txi.e close of the Sevontxi
CentiJ-y B.C. (as related by £*lataroh, Solon II, and Sristotle,
Ath. i'ol. i, 1, i) is an in.3taiiue of n;en aeo/^inr to extricate
themselves from an economic quagmire by a religious vvill-o'-
the-'^visp.

Such an instinct has Justifioai^iou insofar as religious
belief and practice have some relation to i.oraiity, and mor-
ality Is the fundamental p.int at issue botv/een opprcst^iors
and oppressed.
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put tham away, bocauuo Ihej ivould aot p-ive honoor to tho

blassod t:oda who live on Olympus. ' The Iron ruoe eauouuterod

trouble and sorrow ooutiuuously because It "uiew aol tho fear

of tho godu"^ (V/. aiid D, 137). In this ooziueotiou should also

be cou3ld3rod the aacoZv*! obacrvanoe of the soa.ious, iuvolving

propitiation of the uaturo deities. "i:^ay to Zeus of the

JSarth and zo pure ]Jometcr to lac/jo Deme tor's holy prain aound

and heav;^ , when first you begin plcurhinir. . , . in this

way your uorn-oaru ivill bow to the prcund v/ith fulnosa if the

Clyzapian hirtiseli' Rives u good result a'- tho lust .... If

you plough at tae time of tho uolstioe you will ^'a^her a thin

crop .... Tho will of I^eu^j is different at different ti es

and it is hard for caortal men t.o tell it" (W. and D. 465 ff.).

It is not a que&tioi. of uan setting himself up against nature

with a viov? 10 oonquerinn her, nor, with the consciousness of

his own power, of developing a painstai-ing technii ue in order

to outwit her. Ee appears not to have been conscious of hini-

solf to this extent. In his abysmal ignorance ho merely lelt

that he played souc purL in i.no uoms-nnlty of nature. In o0...e

Eoanner his v;alf>are lay in oonfornity, and agriculture, whi>2h

provided the necessities of lifo, vsraa really a ritual, a

meticulous perfcri:i:AUje oi; certain rit^o at the pro^jor time ir.

order that the desired end ml^jht in due courae come about.

Simple rules for the performance of seasonal tasi^ were thoe

religious ordinances. There is no rational justification for

the distiuctiou between luc^ and unlucjiy days (V. and B.

775-6:^1). 3uuh rules do not indicate experiential .visdom

built up inductively; behii.d them lies the religious ideti of
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obsorvtLLiuo ruUiax* 'iu^i^i* Uio tiClo^Alifio idea of uusorruuxou.

Disautor iuovitu'oly folxovod whea the mesQat'-e of 2eu8, Arc torus,

Oriou, or tho Jloladoa was diaregardod or iraperfoctly approheud-

od, - that la, aiiCSL: i,iiu ritual which they o^iiiuu i.or waa not

obaorvod.

Even a hociol,/ maxiia such aa "Itevor dare to taunt a nan

with deadl;/ povurw^ wnich otita out the hoart, for it is cout

by the dea'uhloaa f^ods" (^ and D. 717) cariios with it the idea

oX reiif^lou violated. Tlie ritual of pourinr; a libation tc lioua

(W. and D. 7.^5) i^Uot bo ^'crformGd in a .i*.'o,.'Oi mannvx" i^ urtior

to be offeotivo. "Saorifico to the deal.hlos3 gods purely and

cleanly, aiid burn rioh mouta aloo, arid at other times propitiate

them with libu-ijua and iuoouau, both ^^ihen you ro to bed ana

when the holy light hao cone baok, that they may be gradoos to

you iu he-irt and s jlrit" (If. and D. 336-40). Snoh a fern of

juuaujt ia rooto.* iu au^)0--awition and laur, auu. o-^oro uo

aolution of the difficulty w/iioh it jorports to jocibat. Bat

tho attenijju to jure wojial and O'souomij ilia by monrig of .lore

aisru.jui U3 obuorvaaoo of rolir-oua rac u-iroaonta ia .^oi. to Une

fore in Hoaiod. It appeared from time to time even durinr- the
1

aplondid yaara of AthQ..ian onli/rhtenment , and for lonfr nnin-

taiu^a a 3tran,-;l3 ujia oa i.itelijotual development in liorjo .

Bat from the auall part that it playa in Ueaiod vie may i;.fer

that the poet himaelf hjid lar^Tely turned hia baok upon ..cch

panaooaa. He fayoura a :aujh more enorgotlo handliiip of iiojial

problems.

*• .Jhuo. 1, d: I. liiy-^: lii, lu4: V, 1.

^ Livy. Aja, 6^.
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At Other times, whea uoadltionu seem onfaTourable and life

is griiQ, men in uuuh a seti^ing .vill ouusidor the fuult as some-

how lyiug ia themselves. The old elhios aud morality will be

re->ezamiuei, atid iu the oourse of suoh reoetision, E^eatQT

omphaiiis will be laid upon Uho fuotox' of soulal uLilily. It

will seem that for the oommunity as a wuolo, houesty ou the

part of its members is the best policy. Bat suoh a soni-

rational basis for public conduct oan seldom stand the test of

adversity. In ti .>es of ecoaomiu ^tross human pasidoa grows

strong and toudij to sweep aside sauor considerations. Hence

morality must be strengthened if it is to fulfil its function.

'She most ei'fectivo reiiiforoocieut seems to be divine sanction.

In the first place .iieu claim to descry a symjjathetio relation

between human conduct aud tho process of nature. This is easy

at first, as long as primitive instincts are alone oonsidorea

;

bat a further search for somo reflection of moral ideals, ideals

of justice and mercy, laeots with little success. But the

moralist ia not to be deterroa at tnis stage. He must at all

costs maintain nis asaociatiun vvitr. nature, for experience aud

tradition augc«3t that he ia part o. it: conae( ueutly ho pro-

oeeda to objectify his idealism Inthoolop-y, makiur all nature.

Of which he ia a part, tho oxpressiou of divine onsrpy and

purpose. 'Appearances' will be 'saved' if posaiblo, but their

violation will not cause undue alarm: the social conscience

must be saved at all costs; aud social necessity seoms to

demand an universal moral order. 2ho lon^jths to v/hioh aub-

sequent Greei^ thiujcers were carried in this attempt to read

morality into nature (not always prompted by social neoesuity
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of ooarse) is ivcll Juiovn •

It may be objeoted that atioh "unsclontlflo ' thiiLklnr does

not make for humaii enllphteamont; that the dootrlaes evolved

oould be diaprovea by rotferenoe to fuuts; that saoh philosophy

is mere v/iah-f ulf ilmeiit, dictated by homan needs , aod oonseqQ-

eiitly unsound. Mmitteoly it lacked the independence and

detachment, of lator scientii'io thought: it waa a pospel rather

than a philaophy; but in spite of this it may rightly claim

aome measure of reopeot. Justice was for Heaiod a social

neceasity, hence ho propoaeci to make it a metaphysical reality.

He was a creator and this his creation. He revolted from those

slavish and static doctrines that imprison the soul, and claimed

that human effort (in this oase his) i^as to some extent capable

of ordering: human destiny. To this e::tout he is at one with his

heroic predecessors in an enerfa^etic approach to the problems of

life, shovylng an original and truly croative spirit, ilhere is

a remarkable depth and extent in hia roflootion, and an extra-

ordinary advauce shewn in the determination of moral ideas. He

is moreover no mere academic, conteiit with skilful analysis of

^ i'or instance, iu the flopubiio of Plato, Thraaymachua is rei>-
reaentod as juatifyinr hia priuciple of Justice on the btisia of
oature (3ep. Biw. II, 558c ff.). The only way in which the con-
duct of men differs I'rom that of beasts is that it is character-
ized by greater v-'Oi^esicht aiid cuniiinrr. Justice is roeroly the
"will of the atronger". Shis imijlied view of homan nature,
however, is uot acceptable to Socratocj. But it i;i Intorestlig
to note that iu attemptiug to formulate a ^lore enlichteiied dof-
initioii of Justice Socrates still seci.a to discover its source
in nature. Public rjornlity is the outward raanifustHtion of one's
desire and .bility to obaorvo the limits of hia nature : it
consiats in doing one*a Job, or rainding one 'a own business
(Hep. Bu. iV, 4.27 to end).

2
Consider the Perses theme, which underlies the entire iVorks

and Days.
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aooial Ilia, uud tent;d.tivo aa^goatlous Tor their uure: he

thuudera forth doutriuos aoauoiiea vvlth denanoiauory prophooy

aud maulfeots all the puouluuate eloqueuoe o£ a Jeremiah

(W. aud D., 180-^01).

At this point souo clarif ioatlou u. uur treatmeut or

itoaiod is called for. Ue oudeuvouroa to shew at the oiAaet

(p. J2.f-£>) that phyaiual ooiiditions iu Boeotla in the Illath

C«utary B.C. to a largo czteut goverued the aatare of human

bolicafs and praotiooa. But wo must remember that Heaiod waa

leaa subjeot to theae iufluenoes than the majority of hla

•outemporaries. Uia fathor, a native of Cyme in Aeolis, had

in early life been a sea-fariag trader, but was eveutually

forced by poverty to leave his nauivo place. !2!heuoe he pro->

oeeded to Grreeoo ^hero a new home ivaa ostablished at Aaora

near Xheapiao in Boeotia (W. and D, 6:j6 ff.). It ia onoortain

whether the two sons, Uosiod aud i^ersea, were born in Cyine or

in Aaora, bat in eithor ca^e the family tradition oxercisod

a strong iufluonje over theu. i^'er^ea vras evidently infooted

by the restlesanesa and unaorui^uloaa ambiiiou .vhioh from earli-

est timea oharaoterized peoples of the Aecoun soaaoara. Loax^^u,

familiar with tho fatal luro of trading, favoured the quiotor

aud more simple Joys of rural lii'o. His autipathy to aea-

fariug uiid trade rus^ltoa i.'rum unc uni.ortUi..,to oxporioncoa of

hla family iu Aoolis; uut it was also from hia family assoo-

iatious in Ionia tnat the ,JOot derived that ponorr.l kiiOvvlodro

uau xiterary ability ./niju, uomjinua vvi uii uis oju o^pex'iouoe

in cou&inontal Sraev:;o, euablea him to de&l so effectively with

tho apeoii'io problomu of Boeotian agriculture.

Attention hau alreauy bean drawn to the primiiive beliefs
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and pruotiuoa Mhloh obtaiuod la Boeotla. ilhat animistio

rallgion, supplemcuted by a oarei'ul but auperfioiul ZDorallty,

oouatitutes biie bao.A^roiuid agaiiiat ./hluh HeBiod's work stands

out lu bold relief. Hiti rollgiuu la no mere plaoatiou of

oature ualtloa, uor is hiu morality dlsjoiuted and haphazard:

h« is uot oppresaea by traditiou aud supers oition, and although

iu hia wiadom he m-ide f'^ll use of the relifioua franewor*. of

his uuy, tile oeatrul figures were altered almost boyond recor-

uitiun. He gave oruer and peropective to human thought, and

sought to vliidioabe man's olaim to a proper meaaure of iudep-

eudouue ana dipnity.

k study of iiosiod'u method in dealitig v/ith the cioral prob-

lems of nia day Is e^oeuuial li v;u v/ould under^taad the grad-

ual oryutalli;i tiou of ideas Oi.' freedom. Liberty, in the pol-

itical son^o, has no plaoe in hia scheme of thouf^ht, but his

moral philoao^jhy shews olearly the extent to which moral free-

dom is called iuto question, u'e may proceed to elicit Trom

tha Worics and Days some iudiuatioa of the devel pment for

whioh Heaiod was re -jonsible ; that is, of the movement from an

animistic roiigion and v/oriC-a-day morality to a more coherent

and intelligent viev/ of man in relation to his univorse.

2heru ar<j abundant examples oT that popular wisdom which

finds suuh a fertile field In agricultural oomL^unitios. At

the very beginning of hia poem Hosiod relates the allegory of

the two 3trifo3, the one "fostering evil war and battle", the

other "st^irritig up oven the shiftless to toil" and infusing

them with ambition (W. and S. 11-2G). Thus Is illustrated

the point uhat human spirit or enorgy la of itself neither

good uor bad: it may be either, aooordinf to ti^ bias. The
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nction of luw and order a^ rer^ulauinp and giviup: pro^jer offeot-

Iveneas to hamau uotlvlty is at once lulrodu^ea. Virtue , w«

laara, orlugs Ita own material rewards (^30-..37), while 7iolenoe

and oruolty eutall material penalties (^36-247). It is easy to

sea that jostioe and virtue arc deuir&ble in a uommunity if the

oomaoQ weal be sought; but it ia more difficult to answer the

oonterition of Plato's Shruaymauhus that for the Individual, if

only he is sufficiently clever, the beut policy is diahouoBty.

iiven the iatroduotiou of "Fur-seeing Zeus" v7ho ''ordains the

ponishineut" and brii^gs about a heavy rec,uital for ill-frotten

gain (333), fails to carry conviction. Neighbourliness pays,

W9 are told (34^0351); bat how weak a doctrine this ia, and

how faulty the huraan psychology which it assumos, is quite

apparent. Man oun never think merely in terms of a "good
1

bargain" .

"If you spoai: evil, you yourself will soon be worse

spoken of" (Vai). "Avoid the tali: of :.ien. for Talk is mia-

ohievuus, lii^ht, and easily raised, but hard to bear and

dlffiottlt to uo rid of. Talk never v/holly dies away when

oany people voIjo her: even Talk is in some ways divine"

(76U-7&4). Slander acts as a boomerang and its antics are

governed by a j.lnd of rouf-rh Justice. But such prudential

maxims (Cf. also 710 ff . ) evidently proved incapable of con-

trolling the factor in society which they iciiorod, namely

homau passion; and the purely human motive of utility is

gradually supplanted by one of diviue sanctio.i or obligation.

In the Funeral speech Porlolos urge a his follovz-citisens to
let love ( ^/'-sf^ ) fill their Ixearta, since it alone can prompt
right conduct (Thuo. II, 43). Tlie 'do ut ues' attitude is
represented as huvin^^ its true place in Sparta, the home of
obscurantism (Thuc. II, 3y).
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fiei^oro this ultimato is reachod, hovrover, thore are sigos

Ihat, numau Jas&lue ueo.ua Ita aui.hurii;y iu laws o£ uu&ure.

'*5oither faiolne uor dlsaBter ever haunt<3 meti vvhu do true Just-

ioe; but light-heartedly they tend the fleldo v.hicjh are all

their care. The earth oeara thera vlotoal iu plenty, aud on

the uouutaius the oajc uoara aoorua upon the tou aud bees in

the midst. Their v/oolly aheep are laden with fleeces; and

their women bear children like their [jareats" (;ioO-w07).

Such is the response of nature to horaan Justice, hence the

Driiioiple of Justice nuat apply to nature itself. Bat this

univeraai doctrine does not wor*., '.ua ,!.oa such perfect har-

mony breajO) down, aa is inovi table fruia the outset, there is

a teodency to jor.nlaiu with the Stoics that nature is im^erf-

eotly approhonaeu, or v;ith the Gnriatians that men's kuov/ledgo

of God ia at fault. Hesiod follows this latter course. 'U7ori:'*,

Perses is told, "that Hunger may hato you, and vc^nerable

Pemeter richly crowned may love you and Jill youi.- barn v;ith

food" (2yy-301). "Let it be your care to order your work

properly, that iu the rir-ht aeason your baruo may be full of

victual' (305-307). iPeraes must raeet nature on her own terms

and he will aucooed; but careful observance of nature's ways,

while 1 plying a certain ordorliueso, hardly fii^ds a place

for that more onlighteuod human morality which Hesiod aoufht

to estiblinh. Similarly (cf. 384 ff. ), watohinp for the

ii'leiades to rise before beginning harvest, and for their

setting before be;^inuing to plourh, denotes a cortala order

of nature, but order or consistency of such a iJLud by no means

satisfies man's ideals* Uo nuat '^>ranacoud nature if i\o desires
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to find perfect Jaacloe. 'Yor the son of wronoa hae ordained

this law for men, that fishes and beasts and «riu£red fowls

devour one another, for ri£>-ht is not in thorn: but to mankind

hB gave right which proves far lue boBt. j*^or whoever i^<o.iq

the right and is ready to apea^ it, far-aeoiiit- Zeus rives him

proapexity." At this point we soo that Ue.^iod is liftinr the

whole probloi:: ou'j o- its earthly ^etliiur- Ii' naa wants to

diaoovor that lav/ in obedience uO which he roay find perfect

freadom, ho nuat ^haka ofi' t}io tranmols of earthly thiup-s and

ure<.te it for nimaolf* Hence tuo ;aore precipe aetormiuai/ion

of raoral idoao gives riBO to the need for an adecoate theol^ry.

Where then ahall wisdom and Jaatico be found? Hesiod

and Parses mast settle their dispute with true Judgment,

"which is of Zeus and perfect" (55-3o). Suoh Justice is

•OBiething which disrogards the aooidento of time and placo:

it is a divine law and universally applicable, i'ormer agos

have fallen apon this rock and have been broken. The silver

age (1^1 ff.) failed uo live aocordiuf? to the lav; of true

Justice and gave aot 'uQ\xs his due. !Ehe bronze nan burnt them-

aelvua out ia a spirit of i;;£aoderatouess; <.vhile the present

age, tho iron men, hold might to be right (18^). have no

placo for revoi'once or ahaiae (li*a ff.), and iu consequence

must full upon destruction, fhey drive Aidos and Nemesis

out (a^O), and f.illnf; to obaorve due moderation they cannot

see "how much laoro tho half is ihixn uhe v^iolo" (40). Tho

fable of the hawk and the nightingale (UUo-:212) declares the

law o^ tho Jungle: meui ia u fool not to soo that thero in u

higher law of 2eua. "Obaorve due measure: proportion ia
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boat in all thiuga" (i>3-i*4). Zeuo la not ouly Just, but ha

has the power to enforce hia Juat deuroea. "For easily he

givea atreofth, and oaaily ho hunblea the atroup. iSasily

he diminiahas the jona,Aouuuu and ezalta the obacure. ^aily

he straifThtona tho orooJced and vithera up the arrogant."

Juatico trnuka do\/u hor anomies. "Juaticje beata outrage v/hen

ahe oouies at length to the oad of tho race. ' "Oath keeps

pace with \vronr judgmonta" (iil7 ff.). "For apon the bounteous

earth 2o'.i'j haa thrlco ton thousand snirita, wutohers of mortal

uiea, aud t-ieao ^aop watoh ou Judrmcuou and deoua of wrong as

thoy roam, olothed iu nia-, ovor all the et.rth. And there is

virgin Juatijo, the daughter of l^ous, who is honoured and rev-

areooed aaoug tho goda v/ho dwell oa Olympus, and whenever

anyone hurta her v/ith lylar: slander, ahe aita beside her father

and iella him of men's wialzacl hsart, until the Dooole pay for

tho laad foliy of thoir priiioaa vmo, ovil niindea, pervert Judfe-

ment and f?ive aenterijo orookodly" (249 ff.). It ia notice-

able that rattoh ia said of Justijo tho daughtor of Zeus. We

hear nothing of thoao :.'rayor3 of x'oniconco, dnuphtera of

great JeUti, \iho introduoe a not/O oi' mercy into the Iliad.

Ia Healod Justice is the dau^htor v/hoae violation uausea iSeua

to viail 3are and oortain Jad^mont upon tho heads of her

botrayorg. Ood is the rolenLloas judf-o, the god of Boeotian

pUjTitaniam.

Yot It muat also be romarj:.od i,hat in hi^aiod, aa in Homer,

thoro ia no i:.dlc}atlon oi' the Jealous pod. Inaolonce, that

propoaaity for traju-rroar^iii'^ duo sneaLiure, brli-.-'n punishment,

it ia truo; uut, uuch puuiou-.uui iy uou japruuiuj; ii ia

moral. It ia aocordiug to a rule laid down; and being
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oonstltutlonal It ullowe of homan freedom. 3(ioh a doctriuo of

divine Justice arid retribution vvill exercise a firm €ind

etabilizinc itiflueuoe on socioty. oonplicatlons will arise.

howeTex*, when retributive puniahment io proloaped or delayed

and ia visited, as sometimos happeua, upon innocent persous.

If the children's tooth are aet on odr;e becauae their fathers

have oaten aoui- prapos, then hnmun freedom ia very seriously

called into rueation. This problem of the inhoritea t;urae did

not arise for Hesiod. For its specific formulation and

attempt- d solution we must .vnit for Aeschj^lus.

It is thus seen that Hesiod 's theolory and OiOral philosophy

arise oat of the needs of his day. He is liot a disiutereoted

student, but rather a fervoat propagandict with passionate

feeling for the ills of society, and a sure premonition of the

disaster that will follov; unless those ills are cured. Hoaco

the doctrines evolved constitute in reality a formula of moral

eove--nment and should be tested by the touchstone of empirical

efficacy. From the conflictinp beliefs and oheotic conditions

of the ilinth Century Hogiod did rc;jlaira a measure of dignity

and freedom for men within the li:..ite of law, and althouf^h his

work was necessarily tentative and temporary it uevorthelcss

marked a definite and important staf^e in the devolopmont of

Greece thought.

There will come a time, however, when such a rule of life

fail;-! to function. Hesiod '3 Works and Days fulfil human needs

very well under an acricultucal economy. But during the

iSighth and Seventh Centuries Greece entered upon a period of

rapid expan^'ion. Colonies were planter; on the shores of Thrace
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and the Bluoi;. Sea, iu Italy aud SiuiJky, evea iu Spuiu and

Oaul. The growth of trade was the most important fuct of the

timo aud the llborallsm of colonial life reacted upou the

mother istatoj. This teadeuoy is already apparent in the

9orica and Days and draws i'rotn Hesiod a protest natural to one

la his ooxiditiou (W. aud i). 650 ff . ) . Qui the increase in

prosperity was not oomuou to the whole of Greeoo. Purely

a£:riculuural commimities like fioeotia were unable to part-

icipate iu the new wealth. At such times iu history laudovmers

are uuMfiliiug to accept the modest returus of agriculture. Ihoy

Tie with their more wealthy neijrhboors, and apricalturo is bled

white in a vaia attempt to exact returns which only commerce

aud iadusiry can yield . Oppression is bound to follo.v.

Conditions bocome so bud for the majorily of landworL-ora that

all human offorta seem unavailing, defeatism sets iu, aud

moa become impotout aud slavish. 2he time is not ripe for

grappliup with such probleras by purely human means. The force

of habit aud .raditiou, the social ethos, is still too strong,

aud men tend to tux^ refufre in a religion of spiritual

compensations, a philosophy of retro;.t.

The Tneoi?uny seems to hcve been com:JOsed at least a century

after Hesiod 's Works and Days, nad it is geno rally considered

in conuoction with the ^aat r-ro^/th of trade and nariiimo enter-

priso in the iiiighth Century. Such a movement wo<ld be

acoompauiod by the oxteusiou of xjiowleclge, and there would

Of. also the condition of Attica before Solon.

2 Cf. the glft-devouriag priucos (v/. and D. 264).
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naturully urise the dSBiro, by til.apllfioulioii and elinlDat.iou

of luuoualtitoaclud, to uuii'y tho aumeroua theogouies aud

ouumopoulos vvhioh held fuvoar in the varlcua localltlos. It

hu8 b^ou at: ted that tho aut,hor of the Zhooy ony Is iutereoted

lu DQ^ths for their own su^e, au a subj&ut of ijiov7led^e, and

thut hia V70ri^ la alroady in a manner scioatlf lo eluue hla
1

object io univorsullty and sl::apllalty . Suoh a atatemeut la

of courae true. 2he gradual i'oriaatlon of physical niytholopy

lu partiutilar, vjiih its oareful attecaJt to find a uommon

foundotlon of thintra, and ilia stroao upon rolatlonahipa, deems

to be leading up to the more rational ofiorts of the physical

pliilosophera. But It v;ould also appear thut the poem, prooeod-

ing aa it dooa from the Booolit.n School , reflects a yet nore

vital aiuL iiidigeuuua condition. It seu:aa to ta^c up the theme

of the Worica and Lays, 165 ff., whore Keaiod sa^'s "Father Zeus

gaT« to the other herooa a livizi|r and an abode apart from men,

and mudo them dwell at tho enda of the earth. Aad thoj' live

untcuchod by so^ro.v In the ialands of tho bloasod alcnp- t'ne

shore of the doo.>-8Wirli:ig Ocean, happy heroes for whom the

grain-giving earth bears honey-sweet fruit flwuriohlng

throughout the yeiir." Here ia a v/orld oJ the imag-ina'-iou in

which a man aa.y live for a tl..so aud forget tho unpleasant thinpa

of oarlh. ZuQ opening versea of the Iheopony ta^^e the poet Lc

that other world of liount Helicon, whore the ilusea dunce their

measures and for over hymn the glorious i::iaortala. Ihey bid

him si ig (Jl) of ^-he "race oJ tho bleajod -ods thr-t aro etornnlly".

Lboa lioliln. Greo^ £hoiv:ht. Ch. II: J. Burnet. ^.G.J.
Intr. ilV: Glotz and Cohen. Hiatolre Oreoquo. Tome ler^ ch. V.
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"Snaao Musoa did meaiory bear ox uulou with the futher, tho oou.

of Crouos, a rorrottltip? oT Ilia ami a reat from Borrow " (5i5-66).

"jQieir hearlB are set a^xtu sonf and thoir spirit free from care,

a little way from the t0t)m08t peuii. ui auouy Olympus. There

are thoir bright danolug-plaoes aad beautiful homes, and beside

them the Graoes and I^eslre live iu dolit^ht." From this display

of poetry we picture an Ideal world la lauri.uu jouurast wiih the

aordld and dlai^roaslnr ooiiditions of earthly life, "though

a man have sorrow and p:rlof In his no.vly-troublod soul, and

live iu dreau beoause his heart is distreaseci, yet ./heu a

aiuger, a servant of the iluaes, ohants the glorious deeds of

men of old and tho blessed gods who inhabit Olympus, at onoe

he forgets his heavineos. and romoiribers not his sorrov/s at all ;

bat the cifts of the goddesses soon turn him av/ay from these."

(Iheog. S*8 ff.). "iJarth brourht forth the lonf-^ Hills, graceful

haunts of the goddess-nymphs who dv;ell arr.ongst the glens"

(Iheog. 1^1 ff.). Behind ti:il8 repreiiontatlon of a happy and

oarefreo existeoje, so different frora sordid reality, wo seem

to detect the protest of an oppressed and despondent people.

Life held out little hope, and the sufferers \ievo ready to

seek oompensation elsewhere

This aspeat of the Xheogony most not be laboured, but tho

tendency to seo^. uompensatlGns not of this v/orld is undoubtedly

there. The Theogouy is thus especially ii.tereatinr since -jq

have pre.^ontod to us the two diverging linei^ of development

along which men were to travel* On the ono hand there is the

method of grappling with human problems in a human way. The

moral reflection of the WorKs aud Days and the cosmic reflootlon
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of the Theopony undo ub tec ly point forward to the rise of

ratiouallatlo thought la i^hilosophy and politics. On the

other hand the defeatists will fiud ample soope for their

inoliuations amidst the 1 itrioacios of Orphiam and the mystery

reli(7iona.
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CtiA^'jL.ii III

DiryiOULJY : 3UL0H ASOj IRglOGJIS

In Homer o<y^^s aud i^^^/i iiidluato tho oharactorlstic Greok

tendeuuy to proBorve the value of poraonallty and freedom

avoiding at the same tl e both ezco salve regimentation and

offensive ludlvidualism. The term "barbarian" may have tai.eu

its form origiually from tho apparent gibberish spoken by

foreign peoples, but it soon came to stand for the disordered

lioense or the slavish obedience vmioh differentia. ted their
1

manner of living from the more jivilizod life of Greece .

Sotwlthataudiug this early promise however, moral and political

ideas oryutaliized very ulov/ly. The hero dimly porcelvec that

he stood in nocd of certain principles of conduct, bat society

had not. yet reached that depreo of organization and develop-

•nt which could lift responsibility from the shoulders of the

individual and legislate in tho iutereots of the comn^iauity as

a whole. There are, indeed, ge^^eral rules of public behaviour
•J

involved, but as has already been observed , they seem to be

for the most part a roflockion of those prinoiploa which v/ere

•volved by the individual in answer to hia own spiritual needs

and based apon his own personal experience. At that early stage,

law, moral and political, is not primarily restrictive or

prohibitive: it provides rather an extensive framev/ork within

whioh personality can find m<>8t sati >.'actory expresjion. Heuce

^ Vid. Uerod. II, 57: Aristotle. £"01., 1, 6, 6.

Chapter I, page €/
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there is no oontrudiotiou betv/eon (fu<:r/i and vo/<oi ,

But tho danprers irapllult In suuh an elaatiu and Impezrfeot-

ly formulated view beoome fully apparont when the strain of

adverae physioul ooDditious is uuuou. lu Boeotia of the ninth

century B.C. Ueaiod found it L .prauticable for Individuals to

oonstruot their own uode of morality. Moreovor, the primitive

relifrious praotiaes and prodential maxims of the day could no

longer moot human requirements, hence aroae the neeu for a

reformation in the realm of moral values. While law and Justice

were still considered in a manner p-uidoo to fuller life, tho

real emphasis was ohau/rod from the Ljusitive to tho nerrative
i

aspect, and the function of law bocame primarily protective .

Thus Hesiod formulated his **perfect law of Justice ". This law

naturally had to receive some authority; but political power,

because of its general abuse, aiid possibly also because it was

unattainable by those who wished to ree'ulate^ it was looi^'a iipuu

as essentially evil. In conBeciuence, Hesiod had recourse to

theology to provide the requisite sanctiou.

By the end of tho seventh century, houovo^, it became

apparent to all that iusuf i'icient attention had been ^iven to

the factor of power. Justice and law have little si^?nificanoe

apart irom the means of eui'oroiiir them, and the co...pelliun

power of relig-ioa is at all ti es dependent upon particular

enviroavieutal conditions. She liberalizing influences of

1 At this point we have the first indication In Greek history
of the contract theory of luo state, fully onunciatea j "• ' by
Glauoou and Adeimanluj in Booi. 11 of the Ixo public. It sses
the protest of the less oon;>etoiit majority, and underlies all
the excesses of Athenian democracy.





ooaneroa ami learning, the dl.^luuulon of ooonomic fear, were

bound to render the old aanotions noli und void. The ooonomlo

and iiolitloal faotora wniuh la Uoniod's day had glveu rise to

graro disorder in Boootia aubjec aeatly booaae more pronounaod,

until by the seventh century B.C. most statoa in Greece v7ore

oallod ujjon to choose between the "gift-devouring prinoos"

and some hope of onsorlnj? a fairer dintrlbution of property

and privilege. Monurohy had prao tic; ally disappetired as a form

of government, and the iiapatrids gradually jame to Qonopoli::e

agisterial office as well as the Qdmiuistra^ion of Jnatioe and
1

the Oimerahip of larid . But colonisation, which enabled tho

landless and political malconteuta to achieve a p:roater measure

of indepondenje in other lands, also exercised a reporoujjivo

Influence upon life in the older comraunitiea. jsition to

oppression did not contiaae passive, nor was it content to

find solace in religious hope. Com-nerce and industry grew

apace aij colonization opened ap the recesses of the Mediterranean,

and those who made use of the nev/ opportunities invai'lably strove

to break down the old order which hamporea free development.

Ihoy refused to accept the old lines of social cleavage and bo-

eane energetic leaders of revolt against an aristocracy v/hoae

r«al title to respect and privilege had diniinishod as its power

had increaaed. Lltcle betterment could be looiced for while

JOBtico was administered by an interested few; for with the noblea

»e are told , "rested the teaching of the laws and the tnter-

^ ?lut. Thesos, ^b, 3: Aristotle. Plitios II, 7 f f . : Ath.
Pol. I^ i'f.

^ Plat. Ihesus, 25, 2.
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pretatluu ui! the .7111 of Heaven'^, nuuco ..ru^o bxxe geueral

datoand for the eatablisotoeut of a body of ralea, defiaing the

rights of the ludividual, and rec ulriug ooaformity on the part

of all.

la modt oases it appears that the work of oodifiuatioa was

agreed to by both faotiooa iu the state, and that the task was

oodoittea to au aesymuote, who, by his moderation, shovea special

aptitude in reoo2U}iliug ooofliotii^ interests. But the ohange

in the adsiiuiatrutiou of jusuioe was not alv/ays brou,?ht aboat in

so peaceful and reasonable a manner. Violent and prolonged

opposition on the part of the Eupatrids frequently resulted in

revolution. In commonities where the pooplo were uomeroos aud

strong enough to organize, and where iaduatrial and commercial
1

activity quiciLened thoir iutereota , ti.ore would appear popular

champions who would, if necessary, discard all traditional methods,

and proceed to their objective by force. The tyrants were

•namles of aristocratic priviloge, aud rolled ultimately upun

the strong am to maiatain their positioa. But siujo r,he

authority of tyranny rested upon force and (ioiitical ii^uri^rue,

in Greece it could iiever be i:.ore thoa a temporary e^cpedient

until such time as public opinion could bocon© artiaiilato. The

proper relationship between power and s^-vijo, auuy ana priv-

ilege, coorcioa and coosont, had yet to be determiue^. ?Jot

that tyranny was entirely negative and destructive ia its aims,

for it brou/rht about the stability which was so aoceas .r^ if

democratic tondeacies were to aevelop. But by imposing peace

•^ Vid. Thttc. I, lo.
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and brluglag proaporlty to the oominunity, the tyrant was en-

coura.iug an attitude of mind lAiloh laeTitably brou ht about

hi3 own downfall.

The history of one clty-atete darlup; the later seventh

oentary offers aspeoially elO' oent testimony to the crisis

./hioh confronted all Crocce at this Juncture, varying, of

oourao, as to tlno and latenalty acoordiug to particular

envirooaentul oonditions. In aono wayo the .position of Attloa

at this tlrae tmo airallar to that of Boootia in Heaiod'a day.

She had, for the moijt part, remained agricultural ov/iap to the

na:are of her geography; and had failed to keer. pace with

nelt'hbouriag atateo such as Ae^ina, Jiepara, and Corluth, whoae

cirjuaataucea had promptod them to apply thonaelvos to trade

in order to .-aaii-e good the deficionciea of ai^ricnltnre. Various

movoa had b son made duriup- tho coui'ae of the century ' r< ^la^l

with the probloMs that threatened corporate life. lu the first

place, the institution of the six Thosmothetae for the purpose

of recording judicial dociaiona and fruardiur: them in the
I

iutoroats of justice marJced a distinct advance upon the old

syatem which waa haphazard in the ojxtreme and allowed of no

appeal. But ths^e guardians of the lavrs were elected annually

from amonii the Supatrida; hence we may conjecture that they

would hardly be projudiood in favour of the lower claa^es.

Indicative of the prevailing unrest was the effort of Cylon

to establish Lyrauny in Athens * The drastic oounter-maaaures

adopted by the archon Itogaoles involved an already impoveriahed

^ Ath. Pol. Ill, 4-5.

2 Herod. V, 71: Thuc. I. 126: Ath. i.'ol. Ch. I ff.
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3tato In war with its wealthy nelf^hboar Megara . and with tho

expulsion of tho Alomaoonidao the popular oaase suffered a

farther sot-back. Thors followed a pelitfrioas purification of

tho city by Bpimenldes , but disorder oonlinuei , and finally

Draco was oonmiBsionod to codify the laiva- v/hatevor the merit

of his work, - and he seems to havo done much to bring private

feuds between faiiilios under the jurisdiction of the stute -

tho f uadamental social and economic prcblems remained untouchec'

.

The greed and oppression of the landed class continued unabated,

and tho people who defended upon the soil for their livelihood
3

found it ira,")038ible to continue under the e..istinf laws of debt .

Yet Attica's very poverty was a blessii r in dioguise, providing

as it did tho nost unsuitable milieu i'or a tyrant. The deep-

rooted agricultural tradition resulted in a certain popular raood,

fundamentally conservative » \7hiah rejected the rash expedient of

tyranny, riven in the face of such emergencies as the Sacred '-^r.

the aggression of IJegara with Salamls as the bono of contentioti,

and the economic crisis which threatened frota within, the people

of Attica seem to have looked to some oongtitntional method of

solvinr their difficulties which would preserve for them a

measure of freedom, iadepoudenoo, and responsibility. There ware,

of course, extreraiats who had little regard for comnon Ju;^tice

and the welfare ol tho wholo. Solon says (Fr 30, 31) he had to

"hold the people baok", and "oheck the greed of the lenders' (?r.

But on his own sho.viug he could never have naiatuiued his position

^ Plut. Solon, lid.

^ Ath. x^ol. I.

^ Ath. i^ol. V
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uniosa supported by a aabfitoritlal body of moderate oplaloa.

Solon oame forward towards the olone of the oentury

admirably e aipped In every way to aueuxae leadership iu Athens.

Of ari.Htooratio family, he had in his yoath appiiod hiasolf to

oommerce, and in the oourao of his travola had gainoa invnlu-
1

able exporienoe ao woll as a fortune . Upon returning home

ho drew muuh attoiition by his ardent ndvouaoy of unity and

expansion. Hio policy seemed vindicated when Athena repralnod
i

Salamis . and suooeeded in holdinr Sigeum nf^ainst the

Mityleneans . In 5y4 B.J. he was appointod arohon v/ith extra-

ordinary powers , and we are told that only his good Judproent

proventod both parties in the state from aoclaiminfr him tyrant

Solon forthwith advanced a remarkable solution of the difficnltio

that had besot oooiety up to this time, .ne offered the Atiieaiaus

a "Now Deal ' in the form of <s^V,7^/x - f^ood la(?islation. The

Homerio and Hesiodic views of law were to some extent c^onbinod

and developer, but the rcLiultant marked an extraordinary aavanjo

in sooiai and politioal thou^rhL. On the one hand the positive

function of law aa a Kuidin{? and oduynMvo fact ; :

at the same time ii waa looiced upou as a protective measure, in

ourbing mero brute atronf^th or the merely spirited eloment. and

giving oitizens of the State aa a whole prooer oonortiinitles for

expressing more civilizod t,ualitieo. The balance aua cioaerouion

ohaructoriatic of Solon's thourht are at once apparent.

But ('U {/oyu.iu , hovvevoi' excellent, cannot be exDeoted to

fonotion by itself, nor may its offootivo working uc ioxii to

I'lut. Jolon, 10.

2 Herod. V, yfi.

^ Plut. Solon, 14.
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^e o<'^^^ or genaroua iuatiricte of men. Such would prove an

atterly unatabla fooadation. ilor aeaiii v;ill it derive Its

authority from a thoolofry or philoao "^hy which owes its orl:*in

to tho )artiuulQr oeoda of a particular eavlronment. ^ i^:; a

form of lav7, with the rolieious feeliofr to v/hloh it owes

efficacy, la too atatis and atubboru. It finds no room for

the clai&a of sucjeediu^ generations ;;h030 needs become more

complex and diyersifiod with raodifioations in their physical

oonditicii. Such Ian becomes a tyr^iiit, and defeats those very

enda for whic;h it was brought luto bel;ig.

Consequently tho legislator will avoid *i!oants Sinai and

Helicon. 9ith both feet fir-nly plantod on tho earth he will

consider and ovaloate the rolatlve claims of the various

interests in the commanity; by compromise and manipulatlcn

he will endeavour to nxoet such claims and expre^n then i.-i t.he

form of a co:iatitution. An individual's rirh-a .ii±i. reflect

directly tho coatributioa ^hioh lie majcaa to tho comr.iunity, and

such aovereijTnty as manife.ts itself through u. . .ill derive

ultimatoly frora the general consent.

Tho fragments of Solon's poems constitute an "apologia

pro vita sua"*. His "rea p-eatue" are o-ibodied in Lhe couotltu-

tion x.lch lie oreatea ti^^a i;. the lav/a which he made, but fr<Mn

his poems we may elicit the outstandinfr principles accordi:ig

to which ne worked. They reflect tiie rrenoral process of his

thought as he addresao . hi-.-uolf to thtj p^-uui.. *" '.Lch he

was faced.

In the first jlaoe we are struck by the new •mphasis upon

tho idea of human reopouaibility. iieferenoe has already beou

ade to the lack of initiative induced by adverse economic
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y ooiiditiona and by the outlet for human hopes and aspirations
•^

1

found in some ideal v/orld or system of thought . The

aristocraoy in their monopoly of power had naturally encour-

aged this tendency whole-heartedly. The rise of tyrannies had

to some extent broken down the prejudice, showing that while

aristocratic privilege might be sacred, it was by no means

impregnable. Yet the tyrants were invariably themselves of

noble birth, and while in their own interest they curbed the

power of the nobles and sought to ameliorate the condition of

the oppressed, they dependea tLLtimately upon force and repress-

ion. Hence the people had little reason to look upon themselves

as responsible persons and potential masters of their political

destiny. And while adversity bred much discontent, and a nev/

revolutionary spirit v;as rampant, there was a marked absence of

constructive ideas i'or social betterment. The power of Themis

was waning but fi/omos had not yet appeared as the principle of

cohesion in society.

Solon, hov^ever, as a result of his early experience, had

been able to adopt a very liberal attitude. So it is not

surprisiug that in nis approach to the problems that beset

Athens he deemed it necessary to strike the note of human

responsibility in no uncertain manner, thus introducing a new

era in human relations. "If on our city ruin comes, it will

never be by the dispensation of Zeus and the purpose of the

blessed immortals, so powerful is our great-hearted guardian,

born of mighty sire, Pallas Athene, who holds over it her hands.

It is the people themselves who in their folly seek to destroy
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our greut city, rromitoii by doaire for wep-lth" {?r. 2). That ia

to sf^i" , the pQorl'5 r:uat not Inrpino thr't the ills they auffor

!ire to be nttributed to the purpcao of the Imnortald, Grent-

hef^rted / theno ia powerful and aakea the city her arecial cnro.

Proper understanding, however , cones only from ^n understand-

ing of the atrictly human flspeot of their troubles. '"omo p-sople

are willing to bring ruin upon the oity for the sake of wealth;

ULjuat leaders are in the grip of arrogance and greed, and in

their fo3 ly are rendering intolernble the lot of the coraTion fom.

Hon all this disorder results from lawlessness or bad government

{ i ucr^rc^^^ ) , Good government ( <^-<^^^'«
] , on the other hand,

makes all things orderly and per:eot. '^uch is the leSwOn which

f^olon's heart bids him te^oh the /thenians (?r. 2). It is

charMOtoridtic of men that they glcat over their vain hopes in

gaping folly ( It. 1b, 36). The wish is too often father to

the thought. It i^ true thr-t "Fate brings mortals both good

and ill, and the gifts of the immortal gods muat neeris be

accepte. . In ovory form cf activity, rxreovor, thero is risk,

and no man can toll •.?hen n thing ia beginning what way it is

destined to take" (?r. la, 63 ff ) . But that is no e7<cu3e for

passivity nnd the fatal sloth that courts oppression. "' city

i3 destroyed of gre" t men, rnd the common people fall into bondage

unto a d iSpot becfuse of igncrnnce" (?r. 7). "If the people h ve

rievoua suffering throui3h their own fpult , they should not blame

the gods for it, for they themaolvea have oxalted these men by

giving them me>^'.n3 of protection; • nd therefore it is th^t they

have the evil cf dorvitude (?r3. 9: 10).

It would seem that men were called upon to exercise their
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initiative to the full within the province of freedom thnt wns

clerrly R3:>ign9 . to thorn. -olon in emphnsizinp hurnAn reapona-

Ibilltj' in this wRy, struck fit the very root of authority aa

popularly conceived. A custom ordaining certain rules of

precedence in the community, by nenna of which individuPls are

enabled to RgerHndii.e thomsolvea at the expenaa of their fellowa,

ia not of itself sacrosf-nct, nnd injx.aticoa which apell ruin for

the at te nre not attributable to divine will or destiny (?r. 2,

1 ff ) . In other vvorda, Tolcn so^ks to rationalize the problem,

and auch ratlonaliam ia most augpestive. There is evident here

in germ the firat entitheais between ^'^^ctv*: and y<^t>s , and ^olcn

in attemptinp to sweep away the mildewed accreticne of Tornor

years and in emphasizing the full froedom of men to order their

lives indjpendently , if noceaaary, of the spiritual legacy handgd

to them ut birth, shov.a hlr;;8olf tc be not merely the father of

democracy, for that was but i/iCidental: actually he waa the

pioneer of humanism.

Having made this initial st^^tement concerning the rinht

of men to repudiate outworn expo.lienta and think afresh for

themsolvea, '^oDon procee a to follow out the lopical con-

sequences of his premise. There had nlrondy been ample signs

that certain individua.ls cou'J d act upon this principle to the

hurt of their fellow men. The tyrants, wielding rower for

which they made answer to ncno, foui.d themaolves as we le* rn
1

from Herodotus , "outside the pale of the ideau in which they

had been trained." They accomplished much, however, in S'^ite

1
'

Herod. III. CO.
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of Thuo.didea* oxrliolt atntenonl; to the contrftry , for the

30Cinl betterment of Greoco, in breaking away from eatnbliahed

ouatona nnd in proviiiing th'^t meRauro of nroaperity whieh ia the

pre-raquiaite of gener^-l oulturnl develorciont . But the fnot

ramaina thnt tyranny dependid for its exiatence on force nnd

repreasicn, and in fnilir.g to roproaent the intoreata of all

it WHS bound nciong nn anergotio people to end in failure. Tyranny,

vre learn froQ Ariatotle, ia "monarchy used for the advancement
«-.

Aw

Of the monarch" . r-olcn. in Pr. 12. 7 f f. , indicatea that the

power of wealth cannot laat if it cone as a result of unjuat

worke. "VTealth I do desire to pcaseas, but would not have it

u.jrightocu8oly; without fail in nfter tirae cornea retribution . . . .

for the works of nan's wanton violence endure not for long".

Tyr'nny was no lea^^ deatructive of harmony than the rule of the

extreme oligarchs cr the protonsicns of dispruntled revciution-

arlea. Hence it w?:'a vitalQy neceasnry that someone ahou) d see

the evil conaequeno^a of auoh a f«-cticu3 condition: and it

renained for ^olon to preach with so much force the very aeaacn-

able doctrine of comprcniae.

Elomentnry aa thia idea at first aipht appe'^ra, it can never

bo commonplace, aince it ia fundamental in all social troublea.

Colon himself w.d the mediator in /thenian disorder, and thus

repraaenta in hia official capacity the gre«t political doctrine

to '.vhich he held. He occupied an u.-ienviable poaition, aa we

learn from Pra. 30 and 31. "Had I compliei with the wishes

1
Thuc. I, 17.

r,

Fol. Ill, 7. f

.
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of my oppooeata theu, or ub a lutur tiruo with the Ammigu of

the othur party against them, Lhia uity would have been

bereaved of many sous. Ifharefore I atood at bay, defending

oyself on orer^ aide, liice a wolf among a paui; of hounda.

"

In attemptitig to lofrisluto fox- the state an a whole he

naturally failed to olu^ .. auy ijartioolar faction, but in

detenuiniiifr the health of the v;hole it beoame ueoeeuary to

define the limits within whioh iudiriduals inight function.

lhia ptrooeaa inight appear a ourtailmoiit of free aotivity, but

in reality it waa the oa^y meaiia by which the group aa a whole

Ovyuld enjoy any froeaon at all. In fr. 5, he coutiuuea "So

the people I have piven juat as nuch po^er as aofficea, neither

tajdng away from thoir due uur offoriug uore; while for those

who had power and were honoured for wealth I have ta^en t>hot;r-ht

likewiae, that they ahould suffer nothi..g onaeemly. I c^ua-iu

with s&rong shield flun^: around both partiea, and have alio

neither to wia an uujuat victory." "I'Gmo tho strou- v.iil in

your hearts, you who have made your way tu wio eugoyiaeuu of

lavish prosperity; keep your high thoughts within modor i.e

bounds; for neither siiall v/e yield to you, nor for yourselves

will this ooorse prove expedient." (fr. ii7c.) "fiheue thiiifs

I v/roar:ht by main stroagth, faahioniiig that blend of force and

Jaatioe that is law, and I //ont through lo tho close as I had

promised. And ordinances for nobio and bajo aiii.e I v,rote,

fitUog a rule of Juriodictlon atraic-rht and true to overy Hiau.

"

(jfr. 30, 51)

The idea of compromise is oi vital Importance ii. Vae >'

thought and woric of Solon. While people were held enthralled
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i by a relleioua beiiof lu tho sauotity of axlatluf^ lustllutlons

guoh advanuomont in aoolal and polltianl thoapht vtae imposdlble,

for there Is no uo;.ipromiue with God. IL xj oii±^ ihon. emphasis

is luid apoa hamaa aohievemout and tho ability of men to ordor

thoir o.m de3tiny, that oompromiso, flexible and artif iuial by

oat^xTe, call ouino iii to navigate rooi^h ufaters and enable society

to rnaintuin a safe oour^e*

Another moat im^roosive foatura of Solon's refornailon is

tiio orderliueas whiuh porvadeo all nis vvorx.. lio wuj uo a^ore

i'aproyisator dealing with pi'oblems in a haphazard manner with

a yiav only to Uheir temporary adjustment. It is true that ho

deals with man a:} a groao and pays scant attention to the .jsyah"
1

ology of the individual . Sooh a defect, however, vas charecter-

i8tl>^ of tho age lu .;hich he lived, and, as v/e xjiow, remained

a defect for a ocntury and a half after his death. The r.ioral

tendenulaa of Solon are invariably political and iatimatcly

associated with the idea of ^f*'^/^/^ . Ouco this is rranteo, tho

claar loglo of his thoui^ht may readily be observoa. So far v;e

have seen how he proceeuad from a clear ananclaiion of human

rasponsibility to the priuciple of comu'omise in human relations.

But he is not jontont, any more t-.an was Hesioa, to allow publij

mor'^lity to rest uoon mare exHedieucy. Uulii^e Hesiod, hov/ever,

ha sought to diacovor a aanctiou that v/oiJ.d not douonv^ for its

efficacy a;jon particular oonditlons iu a particular a£:c.

Heaiod's moral philosophy, as we have uoted, was oallod into

being by the neoua of an agvicultural community. Whan other

^ Fr, 22 suggests, howovei-, that some thourht is direoteo to
man aa an individual.
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fuotoru of trade and oommerue, or latelleataal enllphtoiuaout,

•uterod in, the atralu proved too great and left the people

morally baoiorapt, Solon endeavoured to formulate certain

prlaolplos of oouduct unlveraally applioable. broad political

priiiciplos whiah, wMlo o./lu^ muoh to the beliefs and Aia-

ooveries of the past, were shorn of uonoesseutials and wook

on an unlyersal aapeot- Ihey differ from the isolated

prudential maxima of the pruomlc .>oeta in that they repre.iont

a ayatheslB, and attempt to '*aeo life steadily and see it

toxoid"

As uatorally follows from Solon's emphasis U)on human

responsibility and the priaolplo of oompromise, all deyioes,

both oduuaLive and oorrcctive, calculated to foster social

liJe were aruifloial. Hulos and rop-ulationa of political life

oast bo n)€ui->made to moct specifiu ueo .a, but in order to

oOKBand due respect they uost also eubody an element of

univeraality. Thoy will not be relirious iii character, nor

will thoro be uurofleotive acoeptauce of traditional beliefs

and prejudices* Human ii.tellc^ot must be brour-ht to be::r upon

human relations; human motives and tendencies ust be analysed

and a rational solution arrived &u. Heason is the constant and

uairersal factor whioh governs all Solon's thoofht, and his

view of law approximate a most ol03oly to the Aristotelian

definition, "iieu :,on without paiisio^ ( ^-oZs ^'-'i-'^ O/^c-fc-^s 1 « ^ In

short 3olon was the lave ator of political ijoionco.

The suoosas of suoh a method will depend upon men's 'Willing-

ness to accept what is reasonable, and under normal conditions

^ i-olitios HI, laa7A
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thla auumnptiou Is wurrautod. I'hore will be noiaeroas

ououaionu wheti reaaoiiabioueua oeaeea to be a orilsrion:

adrerao phyaioul oouditiw.*.. ....j result iu amotioii dic&atinp

puiioy frn*^ gauoral ooiiauut. It uovurtneleau roniuiiia true that

reasou aud tlio roasouable uouatitute us it wore the threud of

uormaliiy runnin*^ throufrh numari affaira, and i.vhllo they nevor

govern humaa activity complotely, tiioy aupply what cohesion

there la lu history.

What w?i8 the uuivoraul priiiUiple which, aooordiiip to the

demands of reaaoa, must guide public lii.'e? Iu Greet. thou|rht

after the age of tiio "'4^1 se Meu", during the last decades of

the seventh century, yvi^O, cr-^rc^t^riv and ^^i)c-y uyo<v constiiate

the two couuoandioenta on which hatip all the law and the pro phots.

Soijn's entire programme of reform oonsists iu a general a .iplica-

tion of the rule "^ioiow thyself", and of its counterpart "nothing

la excess" 2ne first injunction calls for a clear appreciation
t

of one's ability in rolauion uo one's environment, and the

second repre^sunta a plea iJor iutellir-eut application of such

kiiowledre. .i!iie people muat luai.*n that they have brourht serv-

ituua upon uhSLiaelves by uueir oivn jrong-^headedness (frs. ^, 10).

In other words, they have failed to imderstand the nature of

their omi power, ilhey must comprehend the true situation and

aot. But if reason prompts this opposition to injuatico, it

alao rigidly controls it. If reasoii gives way to posdiou, ;.iion

minds boco..e unbalanceu, and excest' be rs arrogance (frs. 4, 5).

Heuoo it is very neceasary to disoern the hidueu measure of wis-

dom wnich alone contains tne ena of all thinps (fr, 15). It

would appea*.-, -hen, that the mean is intellootually uetermiiied,

and if one lAiaaes une mari., such failure is primarily an error
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It i3 evident from the fragments, however, that auch raoril

te?^.ching as was iiidic/ited by the injuncticna ^i^-^^/ ^,w,x./^^;^ ^^^oiJ

^^j/i^l-i' 'f^y^^ was also exprease . at times through a complici-tion

of religious ideas. The -\^f/ s - ^^ 7->> theme appears and warns

men against the 3Vils of ey.cess, - "the gre^^^t pride ( i^(^C'^ )

of the unrighteous rulers is followed by grievous sufierinps;

for they know not hov/ to check satiety {^''}^s ) " (?r. 2, 6);

"for excess ( ^-ofof ) breeds arrogance { ^/'if/s ) when much pros-

perity ( ''>)^Sos ) follows those whose mind is not perfect"

(Prs. 4: £). In Pr. 12, 13 also we are told that "ruin (
'V^

)

follows upon the works of insolence ( -^f^C'^
)".

At other times a similar lesson is conveyed by the use of

terms suggestive of an avenging deity or of the congenital

curse. Ruin '^^^ is mlngleu with unrighteous works-. "such

is the vengeance of Seus" for injustice { r£>'^1/r^ 2^^),^ p-c-X^-t^. r/^ys
)

(Pr. 12, ZL) . One pays to-day, another to-morrow; and those

who themselves flee and escape the pursuing destiny of Heaven

( pa^v yi^i'^f' <r^yoo?-j< ), to them vengeance always comes

again, for the price of their deeds is paid by their innocent

children, or else by their seed after them" (Pr. 12, 29 ff )

.

"Possessions are granteJ to men by the gods, yet from them

arises disastrous ruin ( ^o ) . "hich one man has now and another

then, whensoever Zeus sends it by v.ay of retribution" (Fr. 12, 74).

Or Justice is porsonifieu - "Justice ( ^/>^>, ) is wel] awrire of

what is and whet has been, and soon or late always comes to

avenge" (Pr. 2, 1£); "Justice always follows upcn unrighteous

gain" (Pr. 12, 6)

.

With such passages as these in mind we may question how
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far ^olon waa affeotou Ivj relleious boll of. H'3 r^i'S tribute to

the gods from tine to tlCie - "'-Tlth God* 3 heir ( ^'"^ iP^-o^y^^
) j

hnve done whPt I aDld (Pra. 30: 31). Ho irvokea the LTusos,
f

dnughora of Menor^r and Oli'arlin 2etia ( :'r. 12) , nnd prnya to

"King 2eu3, Pon of Gronoa, thp.t he beotow pood fortune and

honour upon thasa ordlnancea " {?r. 36). Athena, he thinks,

"will never perish h^ the deatin^ of L;oua or the will (
^^ the

Innortnls, - for auch la the rower of the g^e^^W^eArtod puf:rdinn

Athene, Dpuphter of p. mighty aire" (?r. 2, 1 ff ) . Re pmya thnt

Cyprla of the Violet Crown mny grant bin anfe condxict to hia

native Iftnd" (Pr. ]P).

But thl3 need mean little more thr.n conventicnnl U3»>ge,

and it ia ir.portRnt to note th^t hia use of the olbos . fcoros ,

h^brla . ate theme, or of the avenging deity, in order to

explain the ^ufforinff and disorder conae^uent upon «rong con-

duct, dooa not exclude human freodoci by ciaintaininp an iin-

comprotaiaing deterniniem. It is only when nan chooses evil

rather thtui good that these particular mor"l lawa becoaa

operative. Olbos . it wc\iid appo^'r, is not in itself rood or

bad: it merely provides a at rioter test for the moral nnd

intellectual discipline of the peraon concorae]. And while

olbos thus constitutes a fertile breoiing p.round for kcroa

and hybria . it does not mean that human roispcnsibility ia ruleJ

out.

Furthermore , the congenital curse does not opor^'te in any

oapricioua way. At the cutaet some avoidable error initiatoa tte

proceaa. 7,horo a certain moral law indictea that the curae wiH
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fall upon innocent children it doea appear that freedom is

seriously cnlle i into question. But evin hero it is by no means

olear that human responsibility has no place. It must be ad-

mitted thut all freedom is limited by '.irae and circumstance, but

moralists subsequent to ^olon were never prepared to believe

that visitation of the ancestral curse absolve'" the victim of

all responsibility.

Thus a view of life which left men helpless before the

jealousy of the goils cannot be deduced from the fragments,

and would moreover be quite contrary to the spirit of the

work, which appears to have been base^l entirely upon humanistic

principles. After an objective
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Borutioy of aoolal life In Atheim, ho dittpriOBea tho trouble and

prooaeds to offoot t.io oaro in a aoientifio way, by oompromlB«

aud re^onoiliaLioiJ o^ i i teres ta - "aooordiap to thit blond of

forue aud jaatlae that is law" (Jfr. 30, Jl), Arain, the

arliiuiple bohiud "aothiaf iu axue;3s" alao iiaplios •*nothln-

1
too little" . ir th« ri.-iits of ail wore to bo aafepuarded by

lav;, tho re ipoQaibilitles of all we^-e aimllaiTly emphasised.

Pathoru wo.e joapeiled to oare for the profes.ioual trainiup"
•>

of their suas, and the Areopagus to penali2;e laziaess .

Citiaeus were also prohibited under forfeit of citizenship

from romainiag ueutral iu internal disaeuaions . There ia uo

^taboo"* upon any form of aotivit-y, uox doea "aaoredneas' enaure

th« inviolability of any iaatitution. ?raotioal joasidcrations

alOQo oouut.

With Soluu >i'>7/5'/V '^"y^y^ means the hrx-.r-iiir- of roai^on to

bear apou iustiact or passion. "Xhe people be^a follov/ its

leaders if it bo aoithar giveu uuduo liborty nor uiiduly

opprossod; for exuestJ bears arropuuce, wheaover gro.t prosperity

attends oa men ohoae uiads are not v/ell balanced" (Frs. 4 and 5).

Bie result uf selfish exoouu is not so ntioh that it iavoivos

diviue diaplea3La*'j, a;.? wiut auuiut^ o luaot ooa'uiuue to function

-^ In Fr. 27 we firxd a most piuturoscue illustration of the mean
as developed mora than ti70 oentut'ioa later by Aristotle. Solon
taJces tho spaa of human life azid divides it iato "hebdomads'^.
Ihe first six "hebdomads" are defective for various reasons such
aa physiciil imperfection or wild behaviour. In the seventh aud
eiphth hebdOLiads I'lan 3.3 ia his prirao {f-^r<u<f^i^ou^Aaty''^:iv(nrci^J-u-

C'/sicy*^a,f,^ y».i.y':cf,p-ro()* '2ho'j oonstitute tho mean - not too little and
not too muoh. After fifty years OiJ age a raan aiti^a naturally
down towards death.

^ ^Ittt. Solon •d.Z.

2 -^lut. Solon 20: Ath. Jol. VIII, 5.
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(£*ra< 2, >31), and man vvould seom to be dependent Qe>oa society

for his well->beiug« freodom is completely de^^undout uoon the

aooeptanue of a public discipline (^^r. a), that is, u.^ua :.he

rational ordering of haman iucliaa&iou in ihe li^ht of social

doiaands; und^>;<^^^ 'i\/c^y comes to express tjie londamental law

of life, not impoaod by an autocruk.ic del »^ , ^at evolved by

rational men iu x,ho light oi auLu^u e..porien>:e«

liow such a otutoment concorniug hCLian psycholOf^;y laast apon

refle.ion appeal to what is roasonablo la man. Ic riiiga true

in that it is borno out oy hauun experience. Bat t^he mere state*-

ment ox such a general principle is not enough: its imillcations

must be clearly elaborated and its applioation to the demands

of public life fully ascertaiued. Liberty is dependent for its

exi^itouce upon the aoceptauce of lav, anu latv to be of specific

value au3t find expression in a cw^ ..u.o v^J laws, rulas or rerula-

ticns* Ihe^d must eujoy an e^-istence of their own, independent

of the caprices and pasoiouo of particular .roups or iiidivlduala

if they arc to secure the welfare of the v/hole aud function as

the uluimatu £-uides am correctives in society.

£hua Solon states his general conviction: "[Qiese ure tr.e

lessons which ciy heert bids me tcajh the ^Ui-eaians, how that

lawlessness ( c)i/^vo^,ac ) briuga innumerable ills to the State,

but good legiala'uiou ( rn^"^/.*
) shows forth all thinrs ia order

{ (-uKtxry^.') aiid harmony {^'fr/^ ), and at the sau.e i.ine sots

ahaCiLles upon the unjust" (Jfr. 2). 2his idea inspires all his

legislation. Law i^ supporte'. and eui'orced by the general will,

and citizenship, amonr o~^i.<;. ui^x^^ ti, xo^reseuts a tacit uudcr-

ta^ng to support ti^o constitution by all the po«er at one's

command.
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Sluco our objeut la tu disoovor the dovelopoieiii of Ideaa of

freedom in Greo^ thou,lit, Ihia is hardly fno pluce for a

d«tuilea uuui^^ia u2 SoluU*u a^Uu^x xo jxulubioi^. ^ux.icc iu

Lu Bliow how the thought of Soloii which we h^ve dudeavoured to

elicit ^.'roa his rooordea atatemeiits la plaiuly rcflooted in the

wor^ »hat he did. ^ Selsachthela waa a aur^rical op-rat.iuu Oj.

the uoat druatio iiJ.ud. Old suiio titles wore diare^arded, aiid

3olou plungod luto the tasi: of allovlatiup disuresa due to

deot. iio queatioii of proper u^ rx^^xiu^j wuu couaiaered: the wel*>

faro of the people couueruod tooii: preceueuce over former lavs

aud uuatoioa* •^e have his word that the infacoas bouxidary stones

were iorthwlth plooked from ouo uixq uuaom ox :<iother 2arth,

aud the laud, formerly eualavod, uow set free (Tra. 50, C>1).

Qiose imforLuuates vrho had been sold abroad for debt, as well

as those eoslaved au nome, were liberated. Thus ax, one atrois

the whole oomplexiou of social life was ohaoged, and le^ia-

latiou subsecueutly passed forbiadiug debts made upon seoorlty

of the persou. Aualo^QUu tu uaxa w.-s txio aiaueaty euajlia£r all

exiles, except homiuides and supporters of tyrauuy, to return

home

.

t^—these t
i rellffliiiary ao ti onrn o onaot od-^y-9olun sLrujiL an

effoofel:Te- bloiv au ariatojrotio ooutrol. his aubsoc uoTrC~lgrla-

1
qoonootroirr

—

Before hie time , we are luforanec

—

. no will- ooul4-

^»e--4nade t but the eutire—ee^ttte uf the deceased had tu remain

in h i p fBBti ly^—flat by the new lawo, ttadeg- cortain couditions ,

tiva^hAnrt ^f t.hft f»nlly vY i ni B iHwrrrfi l\} '^^ Hi^^^l MH t.Titf j
rm ufMrty——

—
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In thid anme conneotlon should he noted Solon's legia-

laticn ooncerning property. Before his ticie, we nre informed ,

no will could be made, but th-T entire est* te of the decervsed had

to remain in his family. But by the new laws, under certain

conditions, the head of the family was permitted to nominate
o
*^

an heir outside the family if he so desired .

1

Flut. Solon 21.

2
One authority has taken exception to the common view that

this law constitutes a strikinp eoncession to the right of the
individual (K. Freeman. ''.Vork and Life cf "^olon", p. lit ff . )

.

via > re reminded that the purpose of this regulation regarding
bequests becomes cle* r onl^ when it is considered in connection
with the laws regarding adoption.

But even though the heir, by adoption into the family,
may be lookeJ upon as continuing the line cf the testator,
and as holding the property in trust for thnt line, yet he
and his heirs become the permanent holders of that property,
and the measure does actually give the individual a freedom
which he did not possess before.





O tttfllda lliu family If^fte-ao-deolroA-. Ilot only were soaial in-

Juatiaeu rumovoa, iiov;ovdr, but; oy lUQuiXii ox ououoiaio uua politic-

al relorinj, Solon put ID iti the power of all to aafap;u£ird thoir

luterests for the future. -^

Uaoh of the poverty aud oppreasioa la Attiua had formerly

boon due to her agricultural eoouoxoy. iVhile Solon Improvoo the

aituatiou by meaauroa relative to water-auooly, proteotion of

livo-atoj*^, protootiou of adjaueut proportiou, ano, ubovo all,

by the pruhiuiliou of the e.port of all natural products except
1

olive oil , his master -.troko conalatoa in definitoly turuinsr

the attention from agriculture to oumiaorce ana iudustx*y. Crafts

Were encuuraf^ed, fathers beitig leg:ally bound to apprentice their

aoua to socie trade. Foreietners v/cre invited to settle and

practise their craft, and the new regulation of coinare and

measures gave great impetus to production and distribution.

The Atheiiians, hov7ever, v/ere not allowed to content them-

selves with theijO new opportunities offered for i: provin,'*' their

physical condition. Solon saw that the point on which all his

reforms turned for their efficacy was political education, and

it was his oonstitutlunal reforms which did mure than anything

else to breai: up the old inertia and inaugurate the process of

social and political develOiiment culiainatinr: iu Perlulean

demooraoy. Here his principle of compromise is much in evidence.

A new sense of responaioility is also ompha -ized in the oncourage-

mout of aotivo political interest; and the reforms v;ere carried

out in such a spirit of moderation that tyranciy in Athens had

difficulty in holding out for a generation against the desire

for constitutional government.

^i?lut. Solon Z3 '^ Ath. i?ol. JC
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Solon's euli^hteuod liboruiism la mauifejt. Ho effort !
hero made to rspveseut him as a modern Intellectaal arnostio. In

his referoncos to the roll -Ion of hlc day ho inrarlably anpeara

amiably' orunoaox: but the visux iJoiuu . . ir.at in his

woric old relit-rioaa sanutioas are ignored and city life organ-

ized ou a strictly ha-niiii :?tit; buz;is. Hia tochnirue 3peo)ca for

itself* i?iutarch .vouia li^o uq nia^e Jiira aa±lo,i ii.o ties of
1

icindred and sanctify T;he bonds of uffeotion betweon friends

bat iu roality he nerely souf^hl to regjularize both on the baais

of mutual interest. He lived before hia tiae^ as tho reaction

which followed iadicates But under tyranny the seeds which he

had sown had full opportunity to reminsto, and -vhilo Solon

vaa the author of all that wtis besi. in j-Lherdan polity, the

oligarchs referroc to by Aristotle V7ere prompted by a sure

instinct when they pointed to hin a- the author of their pol-
2.

itioal woes, ij'or Solon, i.. launching u-e iaea o£ hoaian

reaponoibility, of men's right and d;.ty to order their own

deDtlniG:-?, in repudiatinr ideas of orivilere r,nd. t>oliticvil

obdouran:.i3in, aid iiideed lipht a caudle iii Aiihens tn.it oould

not be put out.

It seems ripht at this Bta. e tc con^^iaer the v;ori: of

Theogaist since thero is thought to be cuusideruble confusion in

ancient sources between his writinps and those of Solon . Pron

^ ilat. Solon. ^1. 2 Politics. Iii74, A, o.

"^id. Croi.fet. History of GJc. Literature, Abr. fid. , p. lo6.
"Iheognia id often an orifriual and darii^r thiixicer. lutellirent
and pa., donate , disconte-.tea am arpramentaiive, he iure^^.ts his
reflection;? ou traditional iuoaa '.vith u biiter, trucio note,
and alao .%ith a dialectical, critical turn which by its bold,
urgent vigour auticipateii Xonophaues.

"





78.

the standpoint of style It would appear ImpOBBlble to pronotiaoo

any flual Judgment, bat ou the basis of general content there

can hardly bo uny argument. It ia true that at first aif^ht

Thco.^nls is startliup; 30 rnuoh so that ke drav/s from no less
1

aa authority thou M. iiobin a remaricable tribute; but a close

examifiatlo , of xiis l.'^'f'ht reveals the faot thut he and Solon

were poles apart in tiieir puint of view. li', as surfeste-i.
•)

above , Solon followed olosoly the dictates of reason and kept

passioit in abeyance, it would aeom that 2heognis very sujoess-

fully reversed the order. The poisoned darts of his invective

fly helter-skelter in the political v;orld of his day. Hio

violent arid sourrilous oritioisms, comparable in virour to the

gibes of his contemporary Xenophanes, arise from deep-rooted

prejudices which fiud eloc uent expression through a keen

perception and vivid imagination.

He sees the ohanp-os imminent in social and political

relationships?, but fails to understand them. The common people

no longer i.now their place; they ape their betters and by

sheor weight of numbers relegate the "noble men" { o^'^ <:-<rfi^af
)

to a position of obscurity. It is iiitolerable to hear of ci-

devant serfs iiisiatiiip; on their rip-hto. The times arc out of

joint (
=^'-5 tc^y r2<Dr ' ^k-c-y Of r ' <r-xraf ^>f

) ( Id.ue8 63-60) .

The serious social unrest must eveatually produce a tyrant (J9-40):

^t99)t^ Thought, ijoox. I, Ch. 1.

c'ago

Text uaei is that adopted by Ji. liarridon. Studioa in Ti^eognis .

Carab. lyOii.
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mttamriilla tlie "£:ood uon' have auiik. into apathy, ri-ivute rula

und desire for powor have blinded l>he eyeu of all alii.e (46).

xiow does Theognis resp^iid to this f^^eiieral oouditioti? Solon

tiad aooepteu the pneaomenoa of ohance and had striven to i^oet

the navy demands and adjust institations to fit changrinft needs.

i!heoi?ai8 rests on his oars, bepuilea by the wiali that is father

to the tiiought. re as we are mado, he suys (437-8), and

humari art has no part to play in r.'iouldi; r htuaan natture. Virtue

la iunato, and "the good" have a preaori^^^ivo ripht ovor this

oomaodity. The "noaveai>ix riches" by marrying into a olnss above

thoir own statiou corrupt tne purer strain ( 183-92).

liothitif? could be uore reactionary tiian this. Although

living fifty to a hundred years after Solon's day Theopnis

was rooted in the daric ages of Greez^ history. He perceived

the threat of tyranny in iiecara (641, -i) (lO^y, 1100), but

failei. to see the proper method of couuterinfr the danger.

Tyranny rauat be met with ito ovra weapons. Co.'istitatioaal rulers,

if they are to continue in authority, must appro jiate tho new

factors which have come iuto the lifo of Si^cth Century Groece;

they i:iU3t shed their effete aristocratic prepossessions, and

come to suitable terms with the people. jTnis coLBiitioa had

been thorou^-hly understood by 3olon nearly a century before,

but with Xheoguis it w us different; an extensive 'blind 3iX)t"

marrdd his vision, and he failed utterly to understand tho

neauiug of the popular claiaour. He was, nioreovor, on his own

adiaiaaion {41j*. 4iiU) not a practical man, and his diatribe v/as

perhaps seasoned with the additional venom which proceeds from

a oousciousuess of impotence or inferiority.
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There appears oomplete uoufasiou lu his mlnd« on the

cuestiou of hunun responaiblllty. V/e inirht be tempted to

thinJc that hia eioqueno aoifiplaiiit to ^ieua (573-3y6) rneann that,

lu hla view, religion had fulled to iceep paoe with tnorolity.

3ut jJhoopiiio appears uot to ropard tho probloui In this lifrht.

His qizerul^,uy expostulation has, in vlov; of his Imperfect

approhouuloii of the problura, a mar/^ed pathou. He aeea "the

ungodly in high plauoB, aiid flourtahiiip' like a t?reen bay tree".

Hla vlow of Justice denanda tlxat tliao should rectify this

error. Ke \ylsh s to ooutiniio v/ith the paalialst: ''I pasaoc

by and lo. he was gone; I aoUf-ht hioi and hits place could

nowhero be found", but life was not lii.e that. Hia entire

attitude su^^geata a harkinp baoii to the good old days, peevish

dlssatisfaotioa with things as they are, and a fundamental dis"

inolijiutluii or inability to understand current trends.

He states that the gods dispeuse evil and E>'0od as th y

will (133-42). He v/ould like to shift reapoasibility from

human shoulders, although in 831-36 he abtiolvoa tho gods of

blame and attributes his misfortunes to the vidleuoo, rapine

and atc.ilfch of his fellow raon. It is aoticeable that he still

aaaomos no share of renponsibility ifor hi. self.

-j^he—pnjblQ iii of tae eongretiital oui'se^ wappe>jrs in lliiea Tc^l-

&6-r~<A(TuLi. in lu^^-aiQ ,
-und io ovidontly o ooorai.jLT mor& auute-by

tfco- oau of the aixth -^.'ori t ury .—She- prlt>aiple is aocepted-^y

;&e«i.aiu aiid he—fehtta^ illun^ratoa-^nce nore how -wide e gulf

Q;.r4« t n ha t-jjunn hiw t.hLmptu^-^»w<i M n Vnn »h^ Wi-th—5hta—idfrs—of

diriae punismaetrt-for oia- waitingr-^te^ atrijce haplo oo -jmd-trid-

uais, who.ie -&ikk^ eff^nc e wag tnat^'ttaey had-^been-bora into

oo i'tuin ill-3tarrfrdr--fatailtgB7-th8ro oould co-oxlat no self-
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The problem of the coneenit^il curan p-rrQ' ra in lines 731-

16, agRin in 197-210, and ia evidently becominp c.oro '^cute b-

the end of the sixth century. And although, na augpeated ftbove

(p. 72) , this doctrine by n» Dorina oliniin'-itos the faGtor of

human respcndibility ,
yet it i3 evident thnt h clnrifiGRticn of

the problem ia re:tiire bofcre men may olaim a proper aeasure of

self-assurance and initiative. iVhlle atnteamon hnd alrer ;iy

virtually rejjcteJ the rriuoiple, it ro2.aine^ for theolopiona

of the next century to deal eypllcitly with it. and to attempt

to roccncile freedon; and nooesalty in this connecticn.

In another plnce (94£-4e) Theognia advoc-tea the ciddle

oourae in linea that echo ^olon. Solon' a doctrine of the

mean, however, had been an expression of faith in the idea of

conproraiae, essentially positive and conatructive , but for

Theognia, it meana little rr:cre than "sitting on tha fence"

for reaaona cf poracnnl expeiienoy.

Thua we '^.re forcei to the viow that Theognia repreaents

a reveraicn to pre-rolcnlan thought. In our queat for aigna

of developnent in ideas of freoicci he heirs us net at all.

But before conflict with Peraia gave such iripetua tc the ievelcp-

nent of thought in Greece proper, there wers already individuals

and achoola elaewhere on the fringes of the Greek world ponder-

ing problorna v.hich their keen wita end the axigenciea of their

condition formulated for then, and thea? problena mn; be ahown

tc be net entirely irrelevant tc cur therr.e.
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If we would disoovor those forma in vhioh the problem of

froodom appeared in tne niatory of GreoL. thou;;ht, examiriitigr

the obstaoles to the free expresoiuu of human impulso and the

Bsana dovisod to oiruutaveut them, it is evident that v;e can-

not limit ourselves to the study or any particular school or

group. Poets, atatoaraeu, moruliats, physicists, iu their

writimra or recorded sayinrrn, all indicate the problom in

some measure even thougn tiioy do not explicitly formulate it.

In the sixth oentury B.C. the thought of Greece becomes

much more complex. Specialization ia already takiup place,

and for purposes uf uonveuience it is customary to study the

history of the period in niore or leas clearly defined categ-

ories. But specialized study undoubtedly haj sorious dis-

advantage a, chief amonp which is the difficulty in maintain-

ing proper perspective and viewing the movement under exam-

ination in proper relation to other contemporary activity.

Consequently, for our purpose it k/ould seem beat to modify

this method somevsrhat by impoaiufr limits of time rather than

of provii oe. And since the second docado of the fifth century

mar^^ a critical Junutture in the general development of Greece,

it is not uuroauonablo lo ta^.e our ataud at that point and

examine the gains made up to date.

rVe have already in Chapter I considered the heroic poetry

of Ionia, along with the far-reachiug changes taidug place in
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the orgauizatiou of Homeric aooioty. dubseciueut efforts auoh

ua thoao of the Cyclic oootB v/ere mauifeatly Itiferior, uud

huvo no bcuriug u^o.. ^uv o^LuJoct. They pcrpctuatsu the outward

form of the epio, but uuuld uut austuia iua geuiuu uud vitblity

ouue lue pooiuiar euvirouuioatai uuiiditioua aiuidat whiuh the

poetry of Homer oacxe to uiri;h haa paaooc- away. ladeea evon in

the Odyaaey, aa already noted, there i^eoma a distiuut falliag
1

away from heroic ataiidardu. .as hau been .emuriLed , v;hilo the

Odyssey "reoemblaa the Iliad in many rcsi>ecta", yot "its tone

and spirit are uhoae of an age wnioh has atiffored some huiail-
social

iatioa'. Chanj:iii^7'ucudi Lions iu the Groci. world, particularly

in Ionia, uecesaitatea a change from the heroic viewpoint.

'fhe pririlegea aristocracios uere pac^sing av;ay, axid r.aoh moro

oonsidera&ion had zo he accorded the new boiu-geoiaie, as well

as the nas3 of co&i..x>:i ^olX of v;hom so liutlo vica heard in the

Iliad. Iu the Iliad, coupromise v.'iih the gods or with fate

had been a coniparauively siojlo matter, bu'o a setulei life on

the coaat of Asia —x.^-i , •j.^i^ ^nv wjj c.s.;;«.xuuce t;aiued from

tr<*vel aiid aasocia-iou wioh other peoples, was working chauges

Uxut could uob IrnimediaLely be compreheudo&. In the Odyssey,

iu oouaeQUou^o, tho naive uuu ojinberant self-coufidence of the

Iliad ia miaaiiig: the freedom of the iadividual had been farther

chocked by certain forces at v^ori: iu the social o--'a;;i3ra.

fhis change in social jouai oioii^, as wc have aeeu, which

tended to introduce another motif iuto the Odysacy, is very much

acoentuiitoa v/hen vie turn to tiie poetry of Heaiod. In Heaiod'a

3oeotia man had his baci: to the wall, oppressed aoi ouly by the

deaigns of niu fsllov/s, but also by the implacable hostility of
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na&iare; and ^Jootry booaiao osaentially Uwilltariau and dlductlo.

3at aa a ronult of this laborious a-rug-glo for oxist/ODoe,

Grootje pr^jai* u^^ •>.« joo.x iAOiiijally oaough, uu liuvo avoided

the .jitfall wLioh louiu vms dcomod aoouer ox" later to oiijouutor;

for it aeaos oertain that the very poverty aai hoaLility Jith

which uan was fujeu iu uature prompted i.i . -o forraulato a dis-

cipliixe oi' life v;iiich the eaaior taode uJ e:.iatcaoe ia iisiaUio

Greece rondored leac obvious and urgeut.

The louder xipic poetry oooupiod cxiief pluje La the aesthetic

jou3ciousuo33 of Groouc , the lesa able it became to e>:pra38

buinau seutimeuts uud ideals- irUtix City orgaiiizutioa supplautia^

the old patriarchal LiQ»~-doa, aiid a comuorcial aristocracy

replaciii^: the former feudal society, there developed a new

s jiriu v/hitth jailed for a nev; mode of literary oiproesiou. The

iiK>riix proDloiaa ox Achilios wore out of date, and there arose the

need to treat iiaaginatively those factors in contemporary life

which caused uaa fear, worry and delight. It bccuns necessary

to devise nev/ foxLio tiirough which to ©Xi^ress tixcoC; i.:./ ideas,

and it was in the ;:>evduth Century thut this movement saw the

light. It was natural that such a nioveiount shcula first man-

ifeat itaolf araon - the liaatern Greeics. Thoi'c, in Asia J4inor,

after the Dorian micrationa, the artistic tradition survived

more ntron^^ly, and the eaalor aoQUisition of v;ealth accouutod

for a uore advanced civilization than was to be found in

oontinontal Greece.

Most of the lyric poetry of loiiia has perished, and it

may be objected that tne residual fra.xieiitu ctiu yield no

proper conception of its original content. Turthormore it

may be claimed that the lyrists, as poets, can hardly be looked
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to for vlo'.7a on political freodora, with v/hlch their poatri' is

not priciarily oonaomod. J3ut it ia ulno truo that from the
1

lautilatod romaina of their vjorh, a . ... Jroiset saya , -

aao that moat of t^iem have an crijiaal oharaotor, '^in v^iiioa

tho ii.ipro33 of thoir rao© and ti.ao ia oombiiiea in a most

intorojoiug way vvith traits pcotaiar '«o then alono". It ia

poaaiblo to ga;>hdr some idea of their raco and tine fron other

aooroca, notably Herodotus, and aa we shall obaorvo, their

.joetry doea to aomo oxtent refleot the turaoil of politisal

thought in louia for a coatury and more prior to the Persian

iuvuaiou.

At firot fiicht the viori; of the Ionian lyriats aoera to

indicate a libaratioa and effloroaoeuoo of tho human spirit.

Owinc porha,)3 in part to the material wealth and the opport-

unitiej for intorcoiurse v/ith othor peoploa which commerce

and industry offered, the GreoJca of Asia Uinor were able to

rid thoLTSolves of truditioiial raatrictiona at an earlier age

than their noighbours in Greece proper. 3oTolty of theme and

treatment is apparent in the pootr;/ of Miianormue of Colophon

(c. 630 B.C.) aa he sings of youth and Icve. Paying homage

to divii.e Aphrodite, he deplores the ravages laade by tin«

Upon human beauty . His fiorco sonuoua Joy in youth has ita

counterpart in a loathiaf of old age, and the precarious

of the prooent ooroli' gives it a raoro x.- o-aistible attraction.
3

3ut the suoptician aiid melancholy of his point of view points

to fatalism r<ither tiiun to froedon. He seetis to deapair of

^ xiiatory of Oree^ Literature. Abr. Ch. VII, p. y3.

^ Dheodor Bero.^. Greoi^ Lyric I'oets, iTr. 1.

^ Ibid. £]ca, iJ. 3, b.
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arrootiuc the fu<ativo Joya of llfo ; ho oaa only hope for a

temporary qulokoriiiic of the pulse aa they hurry by.

Arohlloohus of I'uroa (o. 670 B.C.) suffered much

baffettlag from tiie winds of fortune, and booane bitter in

oonaequeuce. Hebelliug ugaiaat misfortune and the intraot-

ability of hia fellow-men , he sought independence by enlisting

•s a meroeuary aoldier. But it was in vorae that he found tho

beat vehiole for self-expression, and in this we again witness

an inteuaa delight in the things of seuae - in military exploits

aod the drinking of wine - against a gloomy baok^round of fat-

alistic resignation.

SiriiOnides of Amorgoa, possibly a contemporary of

Arohilochua, depicts man as bat a plaything of tho gods . But

he responds to such a condition in a new way. such impotouoe

on the part of man may be mildly amusing to a detached observer;

and the satirist ap^^ars oveu more pluiuly iu his fanciful spec-
4

ulation as to the possible origin of certain feminine types .

Bat in none of the lyrista ia thore such rlorificaticn of

individual passion as in Aljaeus and 3appho. Here v;e encoouter

a picturesque portrayal of iutense and variegated reoli.-.

Alcaous pays oou.itant tribute to tho driiikinr bowl: wine helps
5

to dispel the diaoomiorta of v/inter weather ; deop draut?hts of
6

wine are the proper medicine for misfortune ; it bids care

begone ; and provides an infallible remedy for all iLincis of phys-
7

leal disorder . Tue languiige employed ia full of picturesQue

^ Ibid. Fra. 27, 66. ^ Ibid. Fr. 57.

'^Ibid. Fra. 4, 6, 15. 16. ^ Ibid. r'r. 35

^ Ibid. Fr. 1 7 n,id. Fr. 41.

* Ibid. i'r. 1
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netnrl-.or. and tho thoupht chargoJ with an extrnordinftrily

Inuiginr'.tive nuality. The root's naivo dolijht in human

beauty rocognizea nc reatr^int except that of a rofinod tnate,

and hi 3 verao ^l^i-^j liidiontos how for ho had found freo-om

by way cf tho imncination. 3o in the onae cf Happho. The

brilliant iraagiri^' ive qualit; of her iaairht is at once appar-

ent. The prevailing thomea cf beauty and Icve are preaontoil

in ". vnriet;' of forma, aceordir-p to tho roetV^ mood. Under

her puidance the senses aro nhncmally stimulated by a brilliant

uae of hjipnrbole and sicaile. Vhen liatoninp to the sweet

aocents end winniiip laughter cf her Icvor sho 'fools a pod;

the henrt in her bra-^at be-'^ts fast and high; speech fails, and

a delicto fire overrui.s hor flash; hor eyos grow dir., and her

ears sinp, until she ia n^ proon pjid pale as the ?r!^-o, rnd de^th
1

itself aeouiS not vory far away . Lovo shakos hor herrt as a doftn-

rushing whirlwind that falls u^-.on the caka . But tho rcot's

taste novor descends to vulgrrity, rl though, in conrany rith

the "sweet lads, colour, tune, and rhyme', she onjoya the free-

dom cf the L!f enad on the moui.tPin sic pes.

Thus it may bo seon that the lyrists achieved a re.-narkable

degree of froedoE Li. the roaln cf the enotions. But hov. socxire

was such freedom' 'iiliat was the social and political basis on

which it rested? K'e find -^hnt their roo ry reflects to soae

extent the practical probler.s with v.hich the Greeks of Aaif> iTinor

were faced. In it we constantly ancou iter protest against existing

ccnditicna. The poets of:or praise and blame; they advocate

certain lines of cci.i'uct; they r.oralize: and hence tho term

1

Ibid. Ft. 2. ?r. CL , Lyra Graeca (Loeb Ceriea).
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"gncDic" which ia upplie. to then. And it 13 in this phnise of

thoir rctivit;- thnt the pre^ t weakness of loninn thought Rppo'^rs.

Callinus of T^rheaua (c. 700 B.C.) pivoa evidence cf atronp

political fe'lii.g when fittRCking the lethnrg;- cf hia country-

men. The 3icinerinna were threntening life «ind liberty, but

tho youj.g men of Erheaua wero ah^neleo^ in thoir pursuit of

ple.'idure nnd enae. •?hey conaidered Ihernaelvea at rouce although
1

war covore^^ the Innd' . They ahcu: d cultivnte the wrtial virtuep

of ccur'-fre. disci line, nnd endurance, if they wcu] d escnpe the

infar:^ th- -. *-Rchej to a co'.' rd's derth. Phocylidns of "iletua,

a contenrorarj' of Thecpnia, knows how nocesdfry is a '.roll-

organized rublic life - "better a amal" city porchen upon n rock
c

than all the lizzy aploridour of Nineveh*^ .

Tho political songs of Alcneus are especially instructive.

Hid lesbian rrdor urgea hi:., on, F.nd te^ara of aorrov? or of joy

freouontly blin " his eyed. Hid vision la al^aya redtrictei to

the condition of local affairs in his 07.u city. Ho likens the
«

disturbance 3 caused by th? tyrants to stormy we^ither at sen .

Ke -.rould rather die than aeo Llyrsilus or rittacus in roiver.

"Tia tir.e for v.ine and tiae for rcsen now that iryrsilus is
A

dead" indicr-teo the extent to which Alc^eus whs governed by

pasdicn. His opposition to Fittacua expressed itself in the
r

Qoat violent abuse , and he was content to auffer e>'.ile rather

T

Borgk. ?r. 1. "^Ibid. ?r. 20.

Ibid. ?r. f. ^ Prs. 37A . r.e: 122. fl flyra
Graeca)

^ Ibid. ?ra. ir . 19.
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than aubnit to tho ronaonnble ropitaentation which Pittncue fia

neaymneto enforced.

Thud wo mny gnthor aomo idea of the mnnnnr in vrhich rolitioal

problena wero viewed. There is frequent protaat p-gf^inat politicftl

apath. in torca which poin^ ^c n. .videeprend ccnditicn, but "harg

ia little indication thrt such protest involved any noaitive

aohemo for bettertnont , or that it mot with ony renl auccesd. It

would appear that the lyric pcots wore mainly concernp-' with

aeouring perfect freeoc in thouf^ht and conduct for thomselvoa.

They protaat violently apainat any curtailment cf that freed on, but

they are interoctod in political crf^aniz'ticn for the rioat r.r-rt

only in ao far ps it affocta their orn freedcr. of acticn. They

constitute, od it w«ro, an U-iCfficial Opfoaition: they have

nothing pcaitive and constructive to tfx'er: ^nd certainly there

ia ao indication that thoy conaidnre tho 'pood life* dependent

upon the oreanizaticn of thn atate. ?her i ia sonethinp auppestive

in the fact that Arc'riilcchus , Alcaaua, and ^nacrecn ccu^d "H

laup.h of the way in v.hich they throw away their ahields. Any

form of regimentation would bo anathaaa to thorn: thoy merolr

wanted no intorforMnce.

It may be thought that auch a point of vidv; ia natural to

art, and that it ia ui-fnir to asaume it to b? typical of Ionian

life in penornl. But in order th^t ^e caay not aoom to base our

ooncluaicns pa to^the characteristic attitude of loniana upon

scattered pooticnl frapmenta, we shall try to ahow how the

hiatory of the period (Cleaned from cth-^r .^ource8 be'^rs cut the

necessarily thin teatinony of the lyriats.
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It oan be shown fron Herodotus that tha Grooka of Asia

LUnor were politically impotent, nnd for all their intellectual

auporicrity proved conyiatontly unnble to secure their r.aterial

welfnro. Their induatr^' nnd comnorce brought within rench the

prerequisites of the "good life", but, unnble to org'^nize rublio

life, both within tho city end n::.onr the aepn.r<^te 3tf>.tQ3, on

sound con3tituticnal lines, they fell n conat'-.nt prey to intern-

al strife as well ps tc e^tern^.l -'.ggreseicn. Oripinally all the

Greeks of Asia I'inor were free, and Croesus wns tho first of

all the barbarians known tc us tc subdue the loniana, Aeo"ians,
1

and Dorians settled in Asia . They submitted to this subjugation

one by one . loc^l nur-rrels resiilto*' in wopkness against a coramcn

enoEi', as when Ililetua found herself isolate.' in her war with

Alyattes, and none of the lonians, vfith the exception cf tho
3

Ghians, caae tc her assistance . The Icninna and /.ecli'^ns,

unwilling to risk any opposition to Gyrus, sent arabas.sadors

,

wishing tc become subject to him on tho same terras >.8 they

had been to Croesus. Their request ws refuse i. •' meeting

was held at the tanioniiun, the sole result cf which being that

walla were built rourid the sev'ril cities and aasistfince nskeJ

of Sparta , We are told that, weak as the Grecian race then

was, the Ionian oloaent wad voaket^t of all and of least account.

That id wh; tho twelve cities had deemec' it necessary to separ-

ate fron the re^t. These twelve cities gloried in the name
— _-

Herod. I, 6.

u
Ibid. I, 26: 28.

Ibid. I, If.

^ Ibid. I. 141: 142.





Ionian, and built the tamplo temioniUQ to symbolize their

urdty, Bn uafortunate chclco of nfimo when we consider thnt

it w^a clcaei to nil other loninna nnd /sintic Greeks e:ccept
1

the ^rayrnpeana . The arirno sectionnliarr. wna orer".tive RT.onp
2

the Dorifm cities to the south, with their "Pentfirolis" .

Moreover , at this criticil juncture, when the cities of the

ooHst were no longer sheltered from the power of leraia by

Lydia, the losbiuna and Tenedians, r».s well as the lonians of

the Islands, nbotnlned frota action in the boliof thnt their
3

insularity rend ere' intervention urinooeaaary . The Fhooaenns

,

unable by themselves to resist Harpegud, wer ? forced to
4

mierate to Ooraica . These were the only lonians who abnndonei

their country rather than submit to servitude: the rest, with
c

the exception of liiletua, made their submission to Cyrus .

The Jarians also, and all the Greeks th^.t inhabited adjacent
6

parts, showed no courage before submitting . Hegular tribute

waa subsequently imposed upon the lonians and /eoliana by
7

Darius in accordance with his new organiz'-ticn of the '.inpire .

The account of Eistiaeus and Lliltiades debating Greek policy

at the mouth of the Ister is full of difficulty, but it serves

to illustrnte the ccnflict of ideas among the aaparnte city-

states. Histiaeus sought to justify his support of Darius on

the grouiid that every one reigned over his own city by the

' Ibid. I, 143. Elbid. I, 169.

£ , 6
Ibid. I. 144. Ibid. I. 174.

Ibid. I, 143: Itl. ' Ibid. Ill, 90.

4
Ibid. I, 16£.
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consent of the king. If the power of Dftrius should be des-

troyed, Histiaeua would lose control of Lliletua, and the other

tyrants would be forceci to relinquish their cities, since

every state would choose to be governed rnther by a democracy
1

than a tyranny . On the whole, there would appear very good

reason for the alleged judgment of the ^cythlans, thPt "the

lonians, when free, were the most cowardly of men, and when

slaves the most attached to their madtera and leust inclined
<-

to run away" . And it is most significant that they were at

last conipelled by their Persian masters to accept a unity

which they had refused to icipose upcn themjelves at the suggest fen

3
of Thales . They were over-repdy to accept the kindly offices

of tyrants, but when tyranny prove 1 too oppressive they

^ Ibid. IT. 137.

2
Ibid. IV, 142

^ Ibid. VI, 4Ii: I, 170,
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robellod, ouly to reveal themselves sub^eQuoMulj outua.u.^b of
1

oonstrucitive political ideas . i>ui*lag the aeverith and sixth

oanturles there was ample ovidouoe of the daofrer that throut-

ened from the oaat. The Cimmeriaa Invaaiou, the policy o^.' ohe

Indian kluaa, aod, floally, the Irresiatlblo energy of Persia,

oould portend but oae fate unlo30 louia ap.^lioci horaelf serious-

ly to the task of aocuxiug her poaiiiou. jjhrasybolas exeroised

tyraonioal power at the olose of the aeveath cjeutury and did

:auoh to iaprove the ooiiditioii of Hiletus, strongly roalatiPir

any eaoroaohnMut on the part of Itydiu, and estobliahiiig straterio

oentrea of trade on the Blaoi: Sea. Jolyoratea of SaiiiOs gave

promise of atouo reaiatanje to Porsia on>30 the Indian klnrdom

had di3iategrux.au.. lie woat ao -ar ^g to oat-ijiiah coutrol over

"many ox the ialaoda and loauy cities on the ooutiuetiU'* , but the

politioal apathy of his oontemporarios v/aa such aa to paralyse

foroe as woll aa persoaaiou. fhales might advocate a defetisivo
3

oonfederaoy agaiaat Cyrua ; or Bias of ?riene a large-scale
4

migration to Sardluia , but such recommendations fell upon

deaf eara. The x'auioniiim appears to have beon for the most
6

part a social insti^uuion , and althou^rh the lorxian deputies

there in 494 B.C. decided upon a concerted naval effort at
u

I<ide
, only the plctareaque figure of Dionysius the Phooaoari

tmerged from the subaequent fiauoo with unsullied reputation.

Caliiaua, liironermua, Phocylidea, and Alo-aeua evinced

considerable political feeling upon ocoaaion, but there ia no

Gf . Aloaeus against Hyrsilua. 4 xbid. I, 170.

^ rlerod. Ill, 39. 5 Heroa. I, 1,^.

3 Ibid. I, 170.
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oviddujo in the literary wori. of tha poeta, or ia the praotlual

eJfforta of polltlolaiia, that either had any proper appreclatloa

of the ISoUou Lit jtai^u or uf the meaua to be adopted iu order

to ensuro their own survival. ContlueuLal Greooe, aa early aa

Hosiod, had formulated a bona fide way or life, marked by hirh

seriousaesa, lutoll6c;tual honesty, una ooualstcooy of purpoje.

The Delphio Apollo ever eajoitied the ctoristaut cheokin^ of

Impulse by reasou i^^^ik' A-y-i^ ), aud the inaiuuenaace of

order aud diaoipliae both iu the iadividaal and iu the commauity.

Bat louia uegleoted this f uudazneutal fo.;ture of Greek liTe.

License masqueraded as freeuoii aud rugp-ed iudividualism as

liberty. i<'or literary miuds the fuuctiou of discipline end law

was liniited to the structuro of thoue ooetic&l measures through

whijh way expressed a tumultuous riot of feeliur. !]!he artistio

auhlevemeut of louia was, so to spea^, a preiuature bloom onjoy-

ing a toutative and precarious life upon a stoc/. of social

structure fundamentally weak and ill-formed. Literature damned

the society that gave it birth by jciobrutiag artidtioally a

melancholy v/orld-weurii^ess or an e^^cruciating delight in the

things of sense. Ihe profound pesainiGm v/hlch everywhere olonred

the channels of cro itive achievement expressed itself formally

iu the idea of divine power (distinct' from the Oljmipian gods)

aa a foil to human impolenoe. At4d ahile It ib u.l..lo-H-l.T.iir -to

toitue tL.t aujy' ro ritHilato ci dootrtrtne of the "Jonlouo tr;ou
"

, or of.

1
•^ ib'tjoa , Loir-6H»j h^ brio Mtu ato nppoarod before the I-'ifth Ooatury

,

^ J > Burnet in fal-3-~&rey i^ i
'Llli.ju.Jhy : Thuluo Lo Jlnto , la r'uil ty

o-f an ooae^troniaM qI—thj^r—liuiuti* -- Xiiuru ij no OTlaon^o oZ auoh
a-:iyBtomatiBo a doetrine iu Jr e oii litcrLliau pri or to the fi £-th
joutux'yTp—

•
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Ito rootu aro tttidoublio aly tho .^»^ and. iIerodott«^-}rf» anbrrfc€«i^i«liy

• glf'ht in Uirubliuj^ Diio aydtemt*4^i£ai.luu uuniK iuvo a i»orld lit

1
whloh,—atrlul/ly—a t>oairing,—tt—wottlA-^ftYO ^«©n tinre e ognizabi^ .

Ihero Jei'o no roli{?ious atandarda of oouduot. It nno oc^tomary

for tjootry to jja^' uoxiatuut lit>-aorvioe lo the ola roaa , uut

their only title to human interest lay in their anthropomorphic

nature roflooting the pacGions of men. In ouoh a polytheiara

eauh divinity stressed dome particular numan characteris tic,

henua it was possible for the individual to mai..tain equipoiijie

onxy by careful dlsoriminatiun and oolecticlani. It was so nuch

easier to regard the gods as providing adequate relipioos

sanction for one's ovtii particular v;eai^e38.

Wo should, hOv/over, bo .^Tong in asoominr that this attitude

of mind was universal in the Greo^ world at uao tirao. In Sparta

as early as the sovonth century lyrtaous was usinp the convention-

al literary forms to a very different purpose. His elepies,

oomprisinc the liunoraia and the Exhortations, ao far from being

mere enter taiunoat, were definitely directed toward cultivating

a ne.7 morality and public spirit ?acti ua individualiam uaa

attaCii.ec. and those virtues extolled that made for order and

stability. It seems that the very poverty of Greece proper did

indeed act ao a brake ap^^n lioonoe, onablin/f: her to jonaolidate

her iiitolloctual gains slowly but surely . VITe have already shown

how at the close of the seventh century Solon ntill I'urther atraini

the framework of elegiac find iambic poetry. The grace of Ionic

Vid. Hymns to the gods - Alcaeus, Callinaa, Sappho, Anacroon.
^ of. Herod. Vil, 10-i.
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erae 1b by no means abaoai, v/hlle the simple dlreuttxeaa of

!Iyrtaeu8 in deullug with patent dlf f iuulLles la tvlth Solon

developed Into an Intolllpent oiid InLelleotaal upproucn to

the diversified problena of a more advanced aoolety. Svon

in Theoguia, uhoae buukruptcy of oouatruotive ideus hao beon

noted, there in di^uoruiblo a mar^^ea avoraiou to uno croopiiiT

paralysis of looian thought. His violduu protests at least

demand that literuturo come to terras with life. In Simonldea

ana x-'iuaar we roaoh tiio ata,':e v/noro tne choral lyrio vvus

per.'eoted. Lii£.e the Aristotelian tragedy It found its propor

form and then otoppod. But x'iudar requires special treatment,

and siuoe he oriut^s ua into the fifth century it is necessary

first to rotraoe our ateps.

iSuough has perhaps been said to shew that the people of

loala had become victims of a tradition. As their literature

shews, they we^ e aiiaciuoa to develop a culture from thoir

affluence, but, lu contrast with thoir iJ/eatern uoiphboura,

they over-atroaaoa tiio approoiatlve side and paid too little

attention to the orgauization and developraeut o^: the material

structuro. 2hc trouble wua that lii'e was in the main too

easy ior them, atid it is probable that Herodotua in contrast-

ing inordinate liceuao with the freeaoia to be found within the
1

fabric of law was refleotiug a condition of life that existed

in Greece itself, independent oi' the Oriental view. At the

oioae of the sixth century 3.C. Ionia and Ooutineatal Creeoe

found themselves at the partiiif oi the waya. lydia, whioh had

oonstituted a ouffor state between the jiaat and Weat for so

^ iierod. VII, io;d-104.
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long, had Qlra^viy been awtillcwed up by raral^ under the

enorgetic Gyrua, and Neoeais wra about to overtake Ionian

lethargi'. nhother or not Groace w^ d to hnve her e^rly promise

out short depended not upon the rather spectacular ochievQcdent

of Ionia, but upon the homolier and more solid gains of Greece

proper. However, before the GreeV spirit finally triunphed

and gave such an amazinp inpotua to penir'-l develcpiTient , there

reciain further tncvoraonts in the aixth centurj- wcrld which 0*^11

for oxatainr ticn.

In condotnning the spirit which by itJ politicl ob^eur^nt-

ISQ during the seventh and sixth centuries b'ido f^ir to extinguish

the licht that hnd be-^n kindled in Ionia, certain roaerv'^ticna

must be made. The Uileainns, who had held their ov-n so admir-

ably under the /?uidance of ThrJijybulud in the early stapes of
1

the sixth contury , aubseouently fell U' en misfortune for half a

2

contury before regaining cotaposure . But from the first they

woiild apperr to have tahen a very practical view of the forces

th"t threr.tonjd their positicn. It w'.5 evident th-'t the exoess-
3

ivc If^ve of Iccr.l indopondence rendered inpracticn.ble any form

of federal organization, in spite of such efforts as th'^t of

Thales of Lliletua on ito behalf. V.hilo the othor cities , hovrevor,

remained for the most part oblivious to the danger that mocked

their freedom, the '.rileslans struck out boldly or- an Independent

course to consolidate their pains and aafopuard thoir Interests.

•^ Ibid. I, E0-2£.

*^ Ibid. V, 26.

^ Cf. p. 69 ff.
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Their apoolal merit wj a not th^t they puruuoJ nn indepond'3nt

oour^e - thnt wna rendered inevitable by the parveraity of

their neighboura - but thnt thoy understood the aituntion in

which they wer'3 pln^oe^i , and anw thnt if they v.ere to preserve

the conditiona of freodooi, thoy triUdt pay heed to the politlonl

factors involve'I. Petioe v-f-.a made with /lyattea of LydiR '^nd

political independenao proo irvod; nnd Croesus in hia icr.periRl-

istic progrp.cacie w»is willinp to rejpect thia arranpement of his

predoceaacr. Upon the bronk-ur of the lydian Snpiro in £46 B.C.

the iiiloaifcna were vriae Qncugh to continue their conciliatory policy
1

and v,ore aucceasfiQ in ccDing to tercis with Cyrua. It was not until

1
Ibid. I, 141.
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tho eud 01' tho sixth oontury that uiletua threu- ^,:^^' '^..^ ad-

Tautagos sho haa euJoyed for ao loug In subuittlnf; to the

IrreepoasiUle le^iership of iirl8ta^:oraa. Ueyer hod Lliletus

stood 30 v/eli in \,no eyoa of i:'eraia aa when Hictiaeaa performed

sooh a signal serviue to Darius tit the mouth of the Danube.

IThis solid gain vifx^ completely lost by the ambitious opportun-

ism of Ilistiaeus. followed by the orass stupidity of his son-

iu-luw Ariataf;oru3* !i!he calm arguments of Hecataous were of
1

no avail , and the oity was destroyed in 494 B.C.

from the foregoing it may be seen that Miletus differed

widely from the rout of louia iu point of stamiua and fort-

itude. She was oonsistently alive to tho real dangers of her

jositiou, and by oomixig to terms with t.iose dangers v; ts enabled

throughout the sixth oontury to msije her way into a position of

supremacy iu the (^ree^ world. Just prior to the revolt of

Aristagoras Lliletus '*had attained the sumiait of her prosperity

and was aocounted the glory of Ionia" . As a very aaoient

Cretan oolouy she had a share in the oldest Hellenic civilization,

and as an intermediary between I(^dia and the Western k/orld

she had been brought into jontaot with the Babylonian and

ligyptian civilizations. Her active interest ranged from

Haucrutis on tho south to the Black Sea on tho north. Thus

the magnifiooni; r6lo played by Uiletua, in contrast with the

improvident hedonism of Ionia in general, ensurea in her a

degree of material prosperity and a universality of outlook

which could hardly fail eventually to find expression in an

Herod. 7, 36.

^ Ibid. V, 28.
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outoro.j <jx iutollootual vljour; and it waa In this aettlae

that the i^leslau 3ohool of Philosophy camo to birth.

Before uotiu^ th9 prouiae form ia whioh this intelleotuul

vigour finally expresses itself, howover, it ia inutraotive to

rocall the muutier in which [Zhalea reacted to the pruotical

probleioa whioh threoteue:! GreoA. lifo iu Asia Ilinor. Tradition
1

has it that he and Solon aotually met iu Miletus . However

that uay be, it remains true that they had uuoh in oomnon.

It would appear that experience in the larger world had

emanoipatevi them from the obsuurantist influences of city-

stale life. Both probably appreciated the atifliu,^ offeet of

oominon religious boliefs upon human enterprise, and were wise

enough in their >vori: virtually to ipnore those jonsiderations

without iiiflaming popular prejudice by acrid criticism. Like

Plato's ideal educators , they endeavoured to load tholr

fellow-men insensibly from error to truth. They both at the

outset displayed a vital interest iu practical affairs. Solon

limited himsolf to the study of human relationships v;ithln the

polls, for which Plutarch, from great spiritual altitude, offers

benevolent apology . But such apolOjry would seem ruite p-ratuit-

0U8> The Athenian statesman succeeded to some extent iu stab-

ilizing society and regularizing human freedom iu the city.

^ Plutarch. Solon, VI.

^ Plato. Rep. 401 D.

Plutarch. 3olon, III. ''In philosophy, aa modt oi uno ./ijo irjon

at that time, 3olon chiefly eateomeci the political part of liOrais:
in physics he was very plain and aatic,ttated. " "Thales alone had
raised philusophy above mere practice into spoculatiou."





By Indloatinp the fouoral llnon alon^r which doTolopmeat ohould

ta^o plaoe, ho waa layJ.iip a auro found.soion for tho mapriifioont

acixiovement of tho fifth oon-uxy. Aa& \io are forcod to admit

th^t eyeu the v/ori: of tho Llilosian School would probably have

beea smothorod at birth had tho diajipllue aud solldc-vrity of

Greeoo proper, la particalur of Atheus, uot withotood. tho

shook of Oriontal i^iT^iaiou. Thalou, also, vas anxious to

seouro stability in public life. Av/ara of the daa^r that

threatoaed GreeJ: lifo from tho Bast, he tried to breai: down

the petty spirit of iiidepeudeuoe vvliich separated the Ionian

ootmuuitles* He could see that the lusistent and Joulous

gutirdiuG: of local or individual interou^o, already referred

to, tlireiteued disaster for all concerned; honco he tried to

uiiite the Ionian cities in a defoasivo oonfoderacy a^ainot
1

the Persians, v/ith he^idquartor^ at Teos He also gave active

support to Croesus in his stratofT' against Cyrus . But Thales

was not as suocejsful as 3olon in this oattor of organizing

public life. It v;ould soci.i, as v;o havo already triod to show,

that ho had vory difforeat material to deal with. The stub-

born resistance aucounterod compelled hl.u, as it coapollod

oortaln othor enlightened lonians , to rolinquish the tisic of

attempting to organize politically a politically unorganizablo

people.

But Thales' main worJc lay in his study of nature; and al-

though his v/or^. aud tho work of uis suooosjors Anaximander and

Anaximones has no direct bearing upon the subject of oar study,

^ Herod. I, 170.

^ Ibid. I, 75.

'^ 7id. .0
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the now method of inyostigation whluh he Itxaaf^oratod was no7or-

thelass destined, when further developed lu the next oentury,

to revolutioulao all thought, inoluding the apeolflo 8Ub.1eot

of hooan freodon. In the moautiTie we may draw attention to the

impllcQtlona of hla nothod. Traditional prooessea and cuteg-

orlos 'jora dlaoardod, and the human Intolleot borr.t into

igoroua activity. Man aot out to conquor the universe hy way

of the intollojt, and thoso popular beliexa and anporatitiona

which had re 3trio tee human freodon for 30 lonr- received a set-

back from which they nover again proiierlj- recovorod. There

came into operation the aciantific method of probinr and prov-

ing, of analysis and inta^^ratioa. Such a method speaks for it-

aelf : it presupposes man's perfect freedom to understand his

Universe; it seta in motion a prooosa which by the force of its

0'.7n logic puts an end to thoae irrational factors which impede

human developnont, and at the same time begins to erect a fabric

of law and order -.71 thin which perfect freodom can alone bo

secured.

Thus the beginning's of philosophy in Asia Llinor, Txhile not

dealing spoclfioally -?ith the problem of freedom as presented in

this study, are novortheless of the ^raatoat importance from our

point of viav/, in that they involve a prononnoed departure from

previous methods^ and ./ill eventually demand a special treat-

ment of the problem in the light; of the new kno\7ledge aooumul-

atod.
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JHK GilI3l3 01 HJlLL^aiSIA :

The oozifliot with Persia In the early fifth csentury rep-

resents a oritioal Jaucture iu tho history of Greece. As a result

of the iiapaut the Greeks v;ere suddenly usherea into a new world,

and many of the faotore whioh had hitherto detorrninoc: life amonf?

them, such as the Jealous guarding of local iutorests, and the

onoompromisiug claim on the part of each oity-state to control

its own affairs, heoame relatively unimuortant iu tho face of an

external menace whioh threatenoa life itself* A conpress of
1

representatives met at the Isthmus in the autumn of 481 3.C. ,

and although hamperea by the abstention of many pov/erful states,

endeavoured to formulate a Panhellenic policy. Common fear

resulted in an effective meap.ure of oonoorted action and tho

danger was ultiroatoly overcome. Bat so deep-rooted V7ere the

prejudices and habits of the Greeks on tho mainland that.,the
2

majority of them awoke in 47y B.C. as from au evil dream , and

desired nothing better than to relapse into their former con-

dition of city-state seotioualism. She cities of Asia Minor

and the Aegean were foroea by the danger of their feoprajhiual

position to favour a more permanent arrangement I'or foaeral

action, but so stubborn were the old traditions that the new

idea of federal organization introduced at this point was destined

^ Herod. VII, 131, 145.

^ Pindar. lath. VIII, 7-17.
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to rend Greooe aoundor boforo tho close of the contarj.

The Delian Confederacy, howorer, wao not inspired merely

by tho preaaiuc uood for anitod action against a cocncn dan^rer

from tho Jiaat. Ono atato, iii pronoti:i£^ and developing tho fed-

eral idea, 3oom3 fron the first to have beon aotoated by othor

iBotivo3. 'Jhenistoulo3, '7ho had in 47y boaateU. that Athona was
1

able to distin.'^uloh '*both ita own and the conrnon interest'* ,

evidently oonaidored it nooeaaary for his Jity to be the first

powor in Oreeeo if aho waa to coutribaUe "equal or fair counsel
1

to the oonrnoii cause" . In hia naval policy; in hia project of

oocrraorcial development in tho woat to raoot tho needs of the ?row-

iag population v/hich ho onooura{jed, nay be obsorved the passion

for Athenian pre-oraiuonce . His entire procrararae aoggeata that

tho old alit;:nraent of autonomous communitios in Greece waa soon

to be a thine of tiie past, siuoe Athenian po\7or could result

only in Athe:iian doraination, and in Spartan authority boinp

automatically disputed. It ia everywhere apparent that Thonis-

tocloa couaiderad tho reactionary policy of Sparta aa a most

sorioua obata^le, and undoubtedly hia hostility to her waa one

of the noat serioua factors contributing to his downfall. TiiQ

situation after Plataoa favoure( the ra.jid development of

Athenian t>olijy. The Delian Oonfoc'eracy was brouprht into exist-

ence by tho ainplo nood for protection against Persia, but be-

oame inoreaaiiUTly uiiitaixt under the onergetic leadership of

Athena, and soon caioe to bo dominated by Athonian aiabltion. As

^ iSiuc. I, yi.

^ Herod. 711, 144: 2huo. I, 14: Plutaroh. Themiatoclea III,

IV; J.iJ. Jundy. Jhuoydides and the History of hia Age, p. 142 ff.

^ 2huo. I, yl. Herod. VIII, 62, etc.
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the imperial idea aaaunod u nore yroaioe form, several confed-

erate states perceived the threat to their autonomy involvod,

but their own folly iu having uofrleotod to undertQ-^e reapousib-

ility had by that tiroo given Athena too atronp- a hold upon the
1

adainistratiori of the leac-ue's affaire .

The main purpose of Athenian Imperialism, however, was never

exploitation, and by the time of Pericleo it became quite evident

that the enforced unity in time of war or external danp:er was

regazrded by some as but the preli nlnary to a consolidated Hellas

pursuing the arts of pea;:e> There is much to be said for

iPericles' policy of "keopine a firm hand upon the allies'' If

they had not been misled by false notions of liberty, the ineotim-

able benefits acoruiug to membership in the iilmpire would havo been

abundantly manifest. But Sparta was not averse to poslnr as the

"Idberator of Hellas'*, and with the nacio watchword of •liberty'

sacceedeo ultinately in wrecking Athenian sohemes before proving

conclusively to the Groe^ world that her professed intentions were

as hollow as her political vision was blurred.

Pericles appears not to have been satisfied v;ith limiting

the new federal idea to Ionian states; he wuutec , if possible, to

embrace the whole of Greece. Athens ua the "School of Hellas"

represents a moral ideal which, if uoceptea as such by Greoco as

a whole, called for a far preater measure of political unity than

had obtained formerly to render it practical and secure. In the

proposed Panhellenic Congreus of 446 there may be soon a serious

attempt on the part of Pericles to unite all the cities of Creeoe

^ Thuc. I, 9y.

2 Ibid. II, '65 ff.
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iu tioe of peuco uuder the auspluos of Athoiis; and it was

uainly tarougii Spartu tnub txiia abuotapb at uoiioaiou waa brought
1

to nochiug • iitheaa' effort to t^iva a pauhellealu oaat to her

policy in the woat ia exetapllfied iu the oolooizotion of 2hurii

in 4.53 with Athexia aa tne diviue patroii, uut factiou betwoou

the varioua eleiaeaua, loixiau and iJoriau, oauaed the e:.pori;aeat

to fail, iiua aa the iPelupotuiesian War began to loom larr*e ou

the horizon jPerioles waa oompelled to adult that the pasaiou

for uomplete autouoz^y among tho atatea would never allow the

Greeka to chooao voluntarily a perioanent form of iX)litioal

orgauization national in acope.

Xo the majority of Greej^ tho oventa of the Peruian War

had failed to teaoh thoir leaaon. li later the oleavupe in

GreeiL life uame to be expreased iu terma of an antitheaia

betv/een Attic deiaoorauy and i)oriau oligarchy, tho real point

at iasue all along appeara to have been thla cueatioa of state

autonomy veraua national unity, 'fhaa it may be aaid that a

**fundamentum diviaiouia" iu tlie Gree^^ world of 47^ B.C. waa the

manner in which men viev/ed the crisis through which the^' had

lately paaaec . Ou tnu one hand it was regarded aa a triumphant

Yiudioation of uity-atato orgauization, and it would aeem that

tho inatitutiona whloh had effected sucn a remarlcablc coordina-

tion of human virtue a should be diligently preaerved and dofouded

againat any change for the future. On the other hand, some were

bound to atresa tno defecta of those same inatitutioua. Only

thirty-one states , for the moat part small and relatively weaj:.

^ Plutarch, fericlea XVII.

^ Eerod. VII, 145 ff

.
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had euooeedeo in our.viiv xjcal dlf ferenoes In order to unite

for the oommoa cause. Cities li,^e Thebes wore rendered inpot-

ent by internal disaeusioa, and poiitioul oousidcratioiis had

preventea Sicily, Corcyra, and Argos from andertaicin^ any share

in the enteroriso. koreover Greece waa saved beoause Athena

had built up a navy out of all proportion to her reqairenouts
1

aa a city-state . It ooold also be olaimed ouite reasonably

that "diviiio favoor" was one of the iaportaut factors leading

to victory, consideriugr the ill ±uoi; whioh had dogged Persia

frou the bef^inninfj. Such a vie./ of eventc- would naturally

acy>pe3t a repudiation of policies that had so nearly broUf-ht

disaster. There roraainea many ejccellerit features connecter

with oity organisatiou, but Salatais auu ^lataoa oould not be

regardeo as viudicating city-state life in its entirety; they

wotU.d mar^, for liberal-minded citizens, the bertinniiig of a

nev; era iu jJOliticai roia-ioasiiips.

InUerost in the problem V7as quickened by the need for some

settled policy after iorsia had been forced to retire from the

Sreoji nainland

.

Chanpious of conplota city-state iiidepeudence were not all,

like Sparta, inarticulate in their passionate antaironisn to the

new movex'aont. Iu i?indiir there appeared a most eio< ueat exjonent

of their cause. Not that he consciously formulated the issue of

city-state autonoray versus federation or emire; but, as we shall

try to show from his odea, he unconsciously aoolares his affilia-

tion with ;;ha react! juaries, and represents the very quiuteasenoe

of the Dorian idoal. Jora of the aristocratic Ae.<?eidao at

^ Herod. 711. 144.

2 Ho rod. YII, I^-j
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C^'UOQCO;Jhaluo aour Xiiobeu iu 516 B.C., ^^incLar llvod thu'ourli cipihty

yearu of vltul ohaiice la Groeoe At an ourl^ ace ho r/«T rofoundly

affeoted by tho llfe-aM-doath a«rupgle tuii^inr jjlaoe about hln,

aiid» U8 v;e uhuald expect, there la a liutiouul i^rldc woven Into

tlio fabric of his thou£?ht. Il muat bo reooenized thut iu eiug-

iuti tho pruiaon of horoeu who roproiseut dilferout parts of the

dreoA. VTCirld he eeems cotiscioue of a oharacter and viev/poiut

whioh ure ooniJiou to all Greo/cs, arid which eleo distinpuial:

theia from other ^jeoples. But hia uational ByuiJathies, if juoh

they r.;6y be called, ^o no further thuti this, aud uevor Involve

any i>olitical coiue*. uenoes. It has been aaid that ''the triumph

whioii had owed iUii opportunity to who coiaoe,jtiou of a national

unity oould aot be worthily oonuaeiaortitod in soug v/idch thst
1

oouception had not, helped to iuB;)iro" . Bin; from a otod^ ^^

tho available evideucje it may well be ciuestioued vrtiether the

triumph did oi?o its opportuiiity to anj' atush iiatioanl ideal.

She attitude of Delpni io iiotorioua. Devotion Uo the oonmon
id

oaoso huu£: by a perilously feeble thread at all tiinos and

would inovitably iiave disappeared had it not been for the

euergetio reiaforcament provided by 'fhemiatooloo' foroai-ht

aud intjeniiity. After tho criaia had pa^aod tho motives of tho

partiuipanuu v/oro naturally glorified, aud auoh idealization

toaded to obuoare tlie factors of fear and material intorejt which

aotualiy dacormiaod clio s;ourjo of event, j.

Uor-jover if the national aantimont of Pindar referred to

above ia to be ri^jhtly appruiaea we muiit become reoouoil . ^^. -he

^ H. 0. Jebb. i^ssays atvi Addresses: findar.

^ Herod. Vlil, 108: 70: iJO.
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Qdaisriion of oert^in aignific^nt defacta. Hq undoubtodly orper-

ienced f\ deep aonao of Hellenic kinship. By a felicitous use of

his art he inv^rinbly links the Rlcry of the individual victor

with the f!lory cf his city. The local aytha and cults sorve at

onoe as a suitable backprou.d apainst which the achievoniont of

the here may be viewed, ar.d , by their ponernl appeal to the

religious ccn^cicueness of all Greeks, as illustrftive of their

sense of spiritual unity. Indeed the poot wcu]d ae^.m in this

idea of unity to bo Carrie even beyond nriticnal boundaries by

the roliaicn and psycholopy which he professes. Delphi hr.fi lonp

since found tho limits of the Gre-^k world too narrov? for ll.o

scope of its Bffibiticn. ^ir.ilPrly Pindar, in fomulalinp an univers-

al achexe (universal because it was psychological) accordinp to
1

which the life of mortals may be interpreted , reaches a point

where mere barriers of st'te or nation have no neaninp. 7orcs,

hybrid and ate constitute just ps much a danger for the

^ Findr-r heln the view th^t human n'lture responds to certain
stimuli in an uaifcrm niannor. Por e^.ample , inordinate prosperity
olbos, may disturb that ment'^l and racral equilibrium which is
indiapensable to tho individual if he is to resist the frfl poweit

of passiion. Perfect balance, moder' ticn, tho r"*icnal government
of one's affections; theso, nccording to the Greek view, Te the
factors thf'.t di.itinpuish civilized nan from br.rb-rian. 1-aScicn id
a Rood oorvnt but a bad mrster; once in control it hurries its
niaerablo victim into ruin. Olbos tends to produce a str. '.e of
mind rhich derives nc sr ti.f' cticn fror. thinps permiScible.
/ppotite is clcyai^, ?nd a fatf-l roJtloSs;neS£ surorvenes. This
St' te is cr-lied korcs . ax.d in turn breeua a spirit of mischief.
hybris . of v.hich insolent prid ^ forms a part. "uch pride c<-res

nothing for the laws of pod cr man, and cnce ito victim rerohea

this st> ge there ia little here for hin; he is led frorr^ e:?co3? to

excess until firially in blindness of he'rt, ate . ho plxinpoc tc

dastnicticn. Of. Olr.mpi'-na I, LL'7; VII, 44 ff . ; F9 ff
. :

nil, 6-10; rythinns I, 71 ff; II. 2Z ff. ?or further olucidatic
j

of thia scheme vid. p. IIC, whoro those mental cr fiiornl attes

/^-*
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Footnote 1, oontinued.

are shown tc represent normPl stages in man's develcrment or
degeneration; G.p. olbos is n. very desirable state if the
individual allc.va himself to be controlled by aidos and
promatheua (of. 01. I, £5; VI, 97). The poet praises wealthy
Oorinth, "within whose walls dwelleth Law, and her sisters, the
firm-set fonridaticn of cities, even Juiivice ^md Peace, those
guardians of v.er.lth for man, the golden tir.aprhters of Theoiis,
and they are resolute in repelling Insolence, the bold-tongued
mother of surfeit" (01. VIII, 6 ff . ) . It is also true, ho-.veTer.

that if Law r-nd her sisters pre absent such a condition has
peculiar dangers. Onoo a man becomes prosperous, his latent
ambition and pride naturally temrt hin to overreach himself

,

and unless he e?:erGises a strict aelf-ccntrol , he tends to
follow the path to disaster, it being more difficult at each
successive st?'ge to arrest the process. NavjrtheleJ^' , by the

ri^ht use of his faculties, by exercising self-reotraint and

forethought, he can prev-int such degradation.
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Curthaglulans and Ktruacaua as for Ulorou of Syraousa. Slinllar-

ly the Tagarioa of fortuuo, dlspenslug uow good, aow ovil. uojord-

lug to no oertaia rule; as well as tho bauefioont iafluouoa of

aidos, child of foroaight,; recocuize no limitB either vrithiu

the Greoii world or outside it. The poot's referenoea to the

dootriuos of mystery religions would ulao oeem to indioato a
1

muoh broader bauis for uommunity than mere nationality .

Bat we must remember that iPludar as a poet was oooupied in

oolebrating artistically the whole spiritual legacy of Greeoe.

Like Vergil of later timoa he viuuld not feel Justified in omit-

ting any phase of Greejc life which holpod in stiaulatinf the

imaginatioii or etaotious of iiis countrymen. In consecuence it

would be a mlstaiwe to search for too logical a connection between

his apeoulaiious. But his national ueatimeut is of vital sig-

nificance, and in order to uiiderstand it we nuat consider r-is

politico, an examination of which will enable us to see the poot

in his proper historical aelitiiig.

It may appear atrango to speaic of I'indar's political philos-

ophy, but this nevertheless constitutes the key to his anachron-

istic iiositioa in fifth oeutury Greece. As a poet ho has no

inmiadiate concern with politics, but various passages in the odes

clearly reflect a politicul creed. He refers v/ith prido to tho

long history of the aristocratic Aegeldae (x'yth. V, lb: lath.

VII, 14) : he become a ill at ease when considering the polioies

of the oligarohical cabal in Thebes duriup the Pornian invasion,

aad prefers the "noblesse oblige" of earlier aristocrucieo, where

privilege w.:a couaidored in the light of reaponsibil Ity. "In

^ 01. II, 56-8;5: Pirges 1/^y : 1.50: lol: 'lo^>•. Xbl i 14:5.
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polltlua i xiiid uodurtiuion orowaad with m^xm mu&uriag good, and

oondemu the tyrant 'o lot/. I am zealous for those virtues that

serve the oommon good, v/here a mau by avoid iap dread iusoleooe

attaiuB pre-eaiueuue and dwells iti peaoe, aud miaoJriiovoas envy

ia warded off" (^th. JUL, 5ii ff.).

Compoaiug au ode ia honour of Hieroxi of Syracuse { ^th. II,

86-8), the poet oxpresaos the belief that iadividual virtue .ill

triumjh under any form of provornmont, "at tue tyrant's court;

whero the raging orowd is in control; or vjhero the wise have care

of the state". A glance at the tozms employed (

) shows at once where his preference lies. Indeed

it is inconceivable that any democratic pri.iciple should be

aooeptubio to £*indur, itaa are brave and wise according to fate

(01. VIII, 28); thdt vjhich comes by na'^ure is always beat

(01. VIII, 100): and while few have v/on without toil tho joy of

life, tho hero ia actually born for prowess (01. X, iJO): uob-

ility is the pift of nature (iPyth. VIII, 45): valuur is in-

born and cunnot be acquireo (iiem. Ill, 40). iVhore ^od so clear-

ly discriminates in apportioning his gifoa, ariatooraoy v/ould

appear to be a uaturtil form of rroveruiaent. Buu siace even among

the ...ore favoured few some enjoy a richer endowment of virtue

than others, the beat government would proceed from a very small

minority, perhaps even from the bent man. I'indar acoopta thia

logical couclusiou, but is at once confrontea with serious prac-

tical difficulties. Tne particular form of excellence which

places a tyrant in .jolitical control differs from other virtues

vhioh. in spite of their desirability from a moral or aesthetic

standpoint, lacii: thut particular (,uality which could ^l'j-JO then

in a position of pro-eminence. Tho very position u- txio tyrant
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la also fraught with poouliar daager. i^ower and wealth teiid

to corrupt their hoiaer, aud 3omo rastruiuing iuflueuue la
1

neoesaary if hybrla and ate aro to be avoldod . Thus Undar

aeeka to mna^e tyruuuy delf-regulative by iutroduoiug' a Judicious

blend of moral virtue.

from this it may be seen that Piudar was not far removed

polltljally from Homor. His affinity with tho heroic spirit

is seen in a variety oi ways, out iu uoiie so clearly as iu nia

glorification of itidividual acnievemeut. r'elopa re^rardo a lifo

without glory as no life (01. I, 81 f.'.), aud the expressed

hope that victory after victory may crown the efforts of both

poet aud tyrant sugpesto that Pindar in putting such faith in

individual prowess was spiritually at one with the heroes of

old. Immortality consists iu the fame secured by artistic

celebration; "When u man, Hagesidamus, who has performed noble

exploits, comes to the house of Hades without the fame which

song affords, he haj gained but little pleasuro from his effort,

his strength being spent in vain" (01. a, yi-^s). "V/hen Don are

dead it is only the load acclaim of praise that survives and

reveals their mode of life" (Pyth. I, y4) • ..ealth, hoiioor,

aod glory ( i?yth. II, 56); v/ealth and wisdom (I'yth. V, 1: :iera.

12, 46), are to be desireo above all thitigs, and they can be

von only in this life. Under such conditions the individual,

in common with his heroic forebears, can regard social restric-

tions only as aji obstacle to the full expression of personality.

He wishes to shax^e himsclt" xreo from comuon ruler> which merely

him down to a common level. In his splendid isolation he is a

^ Cf. 01. VI, i^7: 01. VII, 44; 01. VII, 8y.
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law uuto himaelf. Luvi uud Jaatlue havo thoir Boat only In the

iiidividual heart, as iu the oaae of Ihraaybulus, who ia ruidod

iu the exercise of his pov/er only by thoao sauotioua which he

chooaea to recognize (r'yth. VI, 44 ff.), or in the case of

Hioron who iu beuevoloutly paternal to the Syraousaiis (i?yth.

III. 71).

Hhiia oveu la the life of the city Justice and peace can

never be guaranteed as by an accepted body of conatituti nal

rules, •c'reedom of expression will be for those who are able

to marshal sufficient force to attain their ends, and iu the

exercise of their power the detormiuing factor will be personal

iuolinatiou. Piudar, enjoying tho favour of liis patrons, is

content to leave Justice and wise behaviour in the hands of

aldos, unmindful of the fact that aid6s» though sirea by
1

Disoeruuent , la too often still-boru. Here, as in the Iliad,

aupremo ioportano© is given to the disposition of the individual.

Law and Justice in tho community are only the reflection of

thoae i,ualitieB in the individual heart. But as the history of

tyrannies shews, generous instincts usually involve too great a

personal sacrifice, and for this reason rarely triumph over loss

amiable qualitios.

^*«dji^-tyraut» ^ea-Joy u v/ jll-doa orvod ro putatioit-f^:if-^ogWjF4iAg

:the—aty^i^r—ana^^^ndar may porhaps be forgiven for allowinfr the

eitarm-and elation of hia own peculiar poBltion to ob a<^u£a_J.h^

ggrirmia drawbao^>a iapl±tr±1r~ln tiio syatoa.—

f

or he vaa af tar-ajd

a-tyrant in his liVtl^-^yoi'ld and not too woll-dio poood to enoourape
2

eoirteB^aata ier-^iA^ crown—

—

Uluimately howovox*- he lyaa-de pendaat

^ 01. Vil, 44.

^--Gt .-tJXT-K,-e^~^^^.—Q3r»- IX, 100 ff . :

—Hem. Ill, 40.—fytlt^I

.
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In thua drawing attention to I-lndnr'd omphftsla upon

iiidlvlduul onterrrldo, we rem'^in oonjcioue of two oonditioning

fnctora. In the flrat pl'\oo, his referoncoa tc law muJt be

notoJ. Ha hnii repnrd for the merit of Hioron in founding the

oity of Etnn nocording to the laws of Ilyllua , and refore to the

Bona of Pntuphylua na willinp to abide for ever aa Dorians under

the ordinnnoea of /egiTiua (t'yth. I, 62 f f . ) . Hioron wielrla

the aoeptre of lav. in fruitful '^ioily (01. I, 1£) . ar.d it ia

Impllo I thnt Etna enjoyed the bloajinga of riphteoua laws

(Ifen. II, £9). In Corintl^ there dwell law, Juatioo, and

Peace, and theae keer Inaolonce and r:urfeit at a diatanoe

(01. XIII. 6 ff.).

But it would be a nl stake to aaaume that in this way the

tyrant suffered any lepal restriction Ufon hia will, or that his

aubjeota enjoyed any guarantee of justice. In place of the

Juatioe that procee a from oonatituticnal riphta we find a

paternaliaa dependent upon the inclination of the tyrant. "Thua

had I vidlted . . . the lord of Etna who ruleth at ^'yr'^cuae aa

a kinp who ia pentlo to hia citizens, be- ring no grudge agninst

them th-=t -^ re noble, adored aa a father by hia friends" (Pyth. Iir,

69 ff . ) . The welfare of /oragaa dopenda not upon her latva , but

upon Theron, who ia just in hia repr-rd for puesta (01. II, [), and

noted for hia benefioonce and pen'-^roaity (01. II, 91). The

oonTentionel Ore-^k attitude to tyranny, a forta of povernment which

rend e re 1 unqueati enable a^rvice in many respect a, wxa baaed, we

believe, on the fact thnt the tyrant, being "legibua solutua"

,

denied citizens thrt constitutional free lora which they oonaldered

the indlaponaai.lo ripht of every free man. Pindrr, however.
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with hia marked admiration for tyrants would aoem to disaooiate

hlmaelf from thia view.

In the uooond place it should he atatecl that we are far

from arguinR that Pindnr, haoauae he favoured for the tyrant

a right of initiative uuhampere by log^'l redtriotiona , therefore

believed in no radtriotion at all, Nothiiig could be farther

from the truth. He constantly emphadizea the neoJ for noral

reatr int (cf. 01, VII, 44 ff: 84 f C) . Tantalua allowed his

power to become out of hand with fat^l roaulta (01. I, II):

man oaniiot escape the oye of God (01. I, 64). Forethoupht and

a reverent consideration for v.hat is moral provont a man ignor-

ing the path of duty (01, VII, 44). ^eua helps the leader of

men to honour the people and turn them to concord and pence

(Pyth. I, 6y) , God's help ia constantly necessary (01. I, 107;

Fyth, I, £6). In close connection with thia aioral restraint may

also be considered family trndition, Diagor' a la praised for

having learnt the leaaons rrompted by the prudence which he

inherits from hia goodly anceatora (01. VII, 91). Thrasybulua

cornea neareat to the atand'^rd of duty to me'a father, vying

with his father's brother in all manner of splendour, with wisdom

ten ing hia wealth (Tyth. VI, 44 f f . ) . Theron ia the choicest

flower of an auspicious line, whose sires by laborloua effort

fouade' a hallowed home , . . brinoiug vvo'^lth vad plcry to

crown thoir native merits (01. II, 7).

But moral re-^traint of this kind always proves unsatisfactory

aa a gunrantor of proper con iuot. The iiidividual muat first of

all have the wit to u^ideratand, and next the will to submit.
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It would aeom th"t for nil but the ohoiooat joula r.rosrerlty

find pride jfTeotunlly ac'iOthor good aorto • na well na conaoienoe.

To rniao tho cry of nor".llty ntnonp roople who hnve not perforoe

to nooept legnl reatrr^int la, human mature bolnr whnt It la,

tneroly to court dianater. Thus '.vo rira lo ' to tho viow thfit

Pind'ir in plnoinp auoh faith in tnor'l Iftw na n guide tc human

conduct , w"8 unwittiiicly enoournginp the diaplnv of those un-

dyairrible lualitiea which inevitably appear when the use cf

power ia not p.ovorned by aoma law more pr^^ctiopl and effective.

Greek tyrnnta enjoy n well-df^aervet' reputation for foatorinp

the arta, and Pind^.r may perhnpa be forgiven for allowing the

charm and el'-tion of his own peculiar position to obccure the

aericua dravbacka implicit in the ayatom. For he wia after all

p. tyrant in his lit*lo world and not too well-diapoaod to oncour' ge
1

conteatnnta for hia crown . Ultirnately however he waa dependent

1 Gf. 01, II, 64 fr.; 0". IX, 100 ff . ; Nem. HI, 40: Pyth. I,
46: 86; Fyth. 90 ff.
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upon patroiuic®, aud the graoo and digaity with which he aooepts

favours oau never quite obajure the ambiguity of hie iJoaition.

Bow If Pindar lagped so far behind the looal developments

of his day in matters of aocial and political life, how infinite-

ly remote was he from the spirit which envisaged a really unitec

Groeoa' The short ode in honoor of Megaolea of Athens (Pyth. VXD

Illustrates the extent to v/hioh Pindar's thinJcing is bedevilled

by outworn notions of personal freedom. She ;jroblem which oom-

maoded the attention of Groeoe at the be^inniag of the fifth

century was really ooncenied with liberty rather than .vith free-

dom. That is to say, the tii.e had come to iJlece some check upon

the irx'esponsible expression of ijersonal inclination in order

that common safeguards could render permanent the proper enjoy-

Laeut of conanon freedom in reasonably full measure, i'reeoom

tends to overreach itself, but liberty is stable, based upon

compromise and coiiformity to law. Pindar recards ostracism

as a gratuitous attac^^ upon individual freedom. Bnvy, which

can brooK. no form of excellence, was thought to be responsible

for Itegaclos* banishment (Pyth. Vil, 15 ff . ) . But the original

purpose of ostracism was to check excessive ambition and thus to
1

preserve liberty for all . In performing this function it

could hardly be regarded as a v/eaoon of envy, Whatever its lato-r

history, ostracism could claim rational justification in the

oase of Uegaoles. whoso sympathetic association with the

Pisistratids constituted a real menace to Athenian liberty.

Pindar, of course, would not a/^reo. -Vith his obsolete gospel

of free enterprise he was endangering the voey condition of life

which rendered it possible. Such freedom inevitably fashions

a noose for its own neck; but Pindar remained cuite unaware of

Aristotle. i.ol. Iiid4a: looab.
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tho uonaeriuoncoa oi his o\7n dootrlue. He failed to aee that a

muoh auror measure of individual freec^om more seoure from foea

withiti aud without, could be gained in aubmissioa to a sterner

publio diaoipliue. Tho artlsta of the generation vjhich followed

experionaed no appreciable ssramping of style, if we may jadpre

from x.n.e woriuj that they oreat,ad. And at the aaae tiae the

effort of Athena In tryin^r to peraaade tho aeparatlsta to loake

good thoir orofeaaiona of t'anhellaniam by conmlttiaf» thoaaelvea

to ooamon responaihili tiea waa tho only wa;/ to encore a oonditlon

of life where freedom oould flooriah perraaoently. This effort

waa none the leaa praiseworthy beoauae of its tragio failiire.

His pto.il080phy of the individual earna ?indar the right to

be ranged with Hesiod aj a onanpion of the aucioat order, and sujh

dootritie ooutinued to obatruot homanistio derelopmoat at all

points throughout the fifth centory. Polititjal liberalism in

tho tradition of Solon and Cleistheuos, inplomonted by Poricloa,

straggled valiantly againat thoae reaoticnary forces which were

diaruoting the life of the polls as nuoh as the life of Sreece

as a whole, and it la a li:;tle ironical that the city-stato

should owe its cohegivenosa in the fifth century to the politic-

al sagacity of t.vo outetandiag Alomaeoaida, and ita diaru ttion

in no small meaaore to the political irrespoaaibility of a

third: for Aloibiades remains the greatest exponent of Pindar's

political philosophy.

It la ourioua that Pindar has so little to aay concerning

the Persian War. The role ohoaon by Ihobes hardly luvltod

celebration, bat v/e nii»7ht expect more reforoncea to tna par-a

played by other atatoa* He is glad that Greece ia aet free

from mighty woes, and that tho atone of lantalua has been turned
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««!&• (lathm. 7III. 7 ff.). riafereuoe la made to Salamis and

i:*lataea, whera the Medoa with oarved bows soffared sorely

(x^th. I, 78). and to 3alami0. where ABrliia. wau savea by her

aeaiaea (lath. V. 46-9). Athens la also adaresBed as the '^bol-

warJc of Hellat)** (Dlth 76). But the uourilut v/lth Persia seems

nevor to have prompted on the part of the poet auy refleotioa

as to lt,3 real sir:nlfloatiue Vi/e rooeive the Impression that for

J?ludar the Peralan I7ar represented a olim&x rather than a orisls.

Jaat us the sacsroa frames broufrht out all taut was most uoble In

human virtue , 30 the straggle with Persia was regarded by him

as providing a supreme ojoasion Tor the final glorlflcotiou of

the horolo s.>irlt. Just as with Pindar the choral lyrlo wms

porfoated, so the s^jlrlt whluh It exemplified experienced Its

final triumph. It remained for other a to profit fully from the

warning which had so thoroo/rhly unnerved Greece before 480 B.C.,
1

and, not nof^lecting the ?ift of Ood , bend every effort towaraa

seourin,-? their position for the fatUiC.

In this criticism of Pindar's political thought we have

triad to liidlcate his roactlonary view of freedom as a political

factor in Greejt life. U'ltlmatjly, however, there was for hi a

no probloci of St.te as such; he was concerned rather with the

problem of the liidlvidual. Xhus In order to gain any proper

understanding of r.ia view of life It remains for ub to examine

hi 3 psychology.

lieferenco hau alrcdy been made to the poet'n habit of iii-

oorporating oontrtiulctory religrlouo ideaa into his tnoufrht, and

it was sttgpestor that the nature of his work precludes too cure-

^ Herod. VII, liiy.
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ful u liOELcah for logical oonnoctlon. aa la tho ooao of 7orfil

Ills atyle as an urtiat was oyntho-lo rathor than analytic, and

no aapeot of life which addoa ooloar or boauty to the oonooaite

picture could rightly be ignored. a.t the same tiae thero uro

bound to be certain provailing ideas which by the oonatanoy of

their roourronce indicate at least a otron^T preference on the

part of tho poet, ior inatmico, coiifliot muut be obsorvod

between i^iudar's different statonouta concornitip tho nature of

iamortality. At times he seems to anticipate a fully ccaaoloua

exiatonoG for the soul after death, a doctrine strongly recaln-

iacent of the Myatery relip-ions; although the morality v/hiah

datorminea the nature of such survival apuoara to be a cOiisistency

of noble action rather than coiaforaity to a creed and to specific
1

religioua ritual . At other tinea it would appear that death

nutilatea the personality oeyond recogaition. Battus (Jyth. V, 93)

after an exemplary life rests in death In tho mari.ot-place of

Gyrene, liij daaceudanta, "the other holy iJ.ngs, ahora fn.ta has

sent to Hades, hear afftar the faahioa of the aothoi- world the

account of hia lofty prowoaa''. This orov/oss it is the function

of song to celebrate and thus render i imortal. It ia note~7orthy

that the only vital factor after death ia fame, and Pindar ii*-

variably laya great atross upon it, to the exclusion even oT

auch attenuated life aa Achilles anticloate:" arnonp- tho ahadoa.

Such a view of death and imiaortality nu3t aojeaaarily oxorciae

a proi'ouud iafluonce upon one's view of life, and ^Indar'a

heroes are guided by very practical ideal.i .;.*-.ich nor or outrun

hoaan experience. Taey are expressly oomuaadec aot .o seoic

after the life of the Immortals, alnce the loud acclaim of

"^ 01. II, 56-a4: Dirge a 129-o0: lol: 133: 137.
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praiao &Loao aurvlvoa (^.-'yth. Ill, Gl)

Agaiu it is dlfflcull to aoe ho.v the doc triad of essontlal

homab eQualit,^, uphold by the liyaterlea. oau be recouullol with

the vlow of human nature v/hich oharaoterizes most of Piad .r's

uorx.. It ia true that "the rucse of men la ono, as is cIro the

race of gods; and from ouo inothor both drev; breath" {lien, YI,

1 f f . ) . Hon may alao experience a comiaon ioability to see the

future, but auoh e(;uality of condition can mean very little.

Xho maas of ...urtals norer overcoua the initial handicap impOBod

by Goa. They continue throughout life inofloctual, doomed after

death to au^'for extiuution, 'unv/ept, unhonoured, and unsunp'.

So what extent; is the individual subject to foroes outside

hia control, and how does auch subjection. affect his freedom of

action? It is stated th.-t v:e owe our eutr; into the world to

Illthyia in association with the i:'ate8. But our lots in life

are not oqual, fettered as we are by fate in the chain of

destiny Clem. YII, 1 ff. ). The poet in "tilling the choicest

garden of the graces" is exercising a gift of destiny. Just as

Ueracles owau his br.^very to fate (01. IX, 26 ff . ) . Fate is

often referred to aa a function of nature {<fc^»i ) . It is by the

gilt of nature that noble spirits shine forth to view (Pyth.

Vill, 45). Favourod mortals are born for prowess (01. X, 20);

their valour ia innate (lioa. Ill, 40). Natural virtue of tixis

kind io contrasted with the counterfeit variety v/hioh proceeds

from mero training (01. Z, lo'J). ilature ('b^<^/ ) ^avo to the

sons of Ale tea victory in the sacroj. ijamea, arid it haa ever

been roapuuoiblo for inventive geniua (01. Xlil, 17). The true

joot enjoya hia insight as a ci^t of nature (01. II, 86).





1
Oooaaioaalljr, aa in the Illud , "fute" and "god" beoomo inter-

ohangeable terras. Sio j::ift of healirii- diseaBe, spiritual aa

vvoll aa phyijicQl, projooda fron Apollo {l*-^'th. V, 52-3). ?roa

the gods como tho means by which oxcelleuae is attaiuied

(Pyth. 1, 41: tlom. Ill, 40). Zeua is lord or all aud various

are hia gifts (lath. V, 52-3).

Nov/ i.2 this wore all; if fate or £:od ooiad be looked upon

as decreoiuf^ mau'ti essential ixatiLro at the outset, thei'e v/ould

be little to interfere with iiuliviaual freedoci, since destiny

would be almost equivalent to character. In point of fact

many pitfalls oai; bo avoided by the oxerciso of true discretion,

and discretioii may bo learned, since huiaan nature tends to res-

pond to common stimuli in an uniform manner. Por instance,

great prosper iLy (olbos) brouj^ht about tho ruin of Tantalus. He

becfime surfeited with good things (^oros) aiid in bliiidness of

heart (hybris) fell apon destruction (ate) (01. I, 55 ff.).

Ixion owed i:is disastrous end to the madness of spirit (hybris)

bred of groat prosperity (Pyth. II, 28). Overv/eoning insolonoe

brought ruin upon Btruria and Carthage (x'yth. I, 72,). The fear

is expressed thatHioron may in time succumb to the fatal wiles

of prosperity (01. VI, 97). Tho fact is that pod represents

moral law and no man can osoapo if he transgress It (01. I, 64^.

May Zeus continue to grant Diagoras aa illumined conscience,

for he has so far kept to a straight path and avoided ij-soleiuc,

having learned from tho uprightness of his noble ancestors

(01. VII, 87 ff . ) , Forethought, or e:;poriontial knowledge

( ofo^^Pc-is ) fosters a reverv.nt consideration for v;hat is luoral

^ See Ch. 1, p.
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(cf/P^^). Thia liivolvoB a conaoious dlnoipliiie and preveata

"atrauge clouda oi forgetfulneaa" rrom oauaing the atralght

path of daty to be Iguored (01. VII, 44 ff.). jaiore ia due

meaaure {yut-,y,t^
) la all thlnpa, and It ia beat above all elao

to learn tho fittlnf time ( "cx.ffJs ) . iiairoa repreaouta the oon-

jonotloa of eventa v/hlch allowa of aaoceaaful human aotion. Il

oan be reoop:ulze.l by the dlacerninf man, bat paaaion dulla per-

ception (01. XIII, 47 ff.). Obaervanoe of the opportano time

in mattera of apeooh preventa tne diaordored miaundoratandiag

whioh followa the utterance of foollah temerity (Pyth. I, 81).

Here, it aeoma, there ia a place for individual freedom

within the framework of natural law. Such doctrinea do not

imply capricious meddling on the part of eo^a nor do they in-

volve a thorough-going determinism. i-7here olbos, fcoros, hybria,

prudence, peace or Juatioe are peraonified or given, aa it nere,

a divine atanding, their reality remains purely subjective, as

ia ahewn by the fact that their activity ia completely rovernoc

by the individual's thought and conduct. They merely mark the

normal atagoa in man's development or degeneration. Pate roprea-

enta the inner compulsion of habitual acta, and although auch

compulsion gathera r.iomentum aa it worka, it ia alwaya v/ithin the

range of human ability to stem the tide and divert its flow.

When we conaider the raeaua by vviiioh men exeroije thia free-

dom, however, wo encounter serioua difficulties. It ia impoaaible

to know whether unforeseen obat ;clos to the free expreasion of

human purpose result from inability to comprehend the worklnra of

natural law or whether they are to be attributed to other faotora

by nature incalculable. Wealth, we are told, ia a gift reoolved

at the handa of fate (I'yth. V, 1), while victory dooa not depend
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oa man aloae: god exalts or lays low, as it ploasoa him

i^t,h. 7111, 76 . Uan's happiness is riover seoure, it ie

often ahatterea oy an adverae doom (r^th. Vill, ^^); and

this reflection iutrodaoes a atrong note of pessiiiiam* v?hat

are we after all but orebtureu of a day, ahadowy dreams? Only

when heaven aouaa a r^y of auud/iitie uau radiant lifht rest

apon uieu aud peaoefta life be theirs (i-^th. Vlil, y;>-7). With

2iou8 alone it lies to bestow upon Aetna the I'ift of rirhteous

laws (Kem. Ij^, ii,\>).

So we oouulude that miafoi'tuues are not to be explained

entirely as natural aefeots in tne human ooiistitution. There

are iiiualoulaole factors v/iiion oan ouly be aooepted with resig-

nation. Man moot not oontend ^ith god, who exalts the po.Ter

now of soiao now of others (i^th. II, 88). Hierou must learn

from traaitional wisdom that the immortals dispeuso two measures

of pain to one of joy. ii'ooiish men uauaot bear tne^e trials in

an orderly manner, but tne noulc can, if they look upon the

brignt side (^"ytn. Ill, 80 ff.}. i&eu uau never ioiow what the

future holds in store (Hem. VI, 6): the envy of the immortals

may oouoeivably mar even the poet's pleasure (Isth. VII, 39:

01. i^III. ^5).

ilhaa it seems that tne iiidividual la able to exercise only

limited ooutrol over destiny. Up to a point rie may guard against

error and fruatratiou, but in the end the courae of life is large-

ly determiaed by faotors uupredio table and beyond human control.

Pindar is ever anxious to avoid the "envy of the gods", whioh

only means that he is impressed with tne inaaloulability of the

future. "Mhy ulai . that to be wisdom in vrhich one man soaroely

excels another? It is i ipoaaible for the numan mind to diaoover
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divine purposes, and this is a condition of one 'a mortal nature'

(DlthyrambB 61 . "Chanceful are the winds that blov/ on hiph:

the bliss of laau continues not for long (x*yth. Ill, 104).

"Various are the ourrento that brinp to uen uom joy, now pain**

(01. li, 33). So muoh depends on Fortune ('^'^X'^ ). Indeed she

is the saving poddeaa, daughter of :ieua the i'olivorer (01. XII, 1).

if'ortuna is the f::iver of all sucooaa, unci victors in the pamea do

well to pay hor propor deference (iPyth. VIII, 72: Nem. i, Zb\

Hem. V, 4b: 01. XIV, 15). I'he fear is exprobse- tiiat the rood

fortune of Xeuaroea may blind him to the prooaricuaness of his

position (i'yth. Vlli, 7ii). iiven uho 'v;orda which live lonper than

deeds', the fair praise wniuh eusuroa one 'a ioiaortolity, depends

upon the i».iadly offices of the Graces. Consequently pood fortune

( r« rm^<^7^^ ^-^
) is nioro to be desired than all oloc (i^th. I, US

:

of. also iVtih. II, 50: 01. XIII. 115: lath. V. li*). Topother

with fair praise it cherishes the sweetest bloom of life.

How the virtueo v/hioh contribute moat to human happiness

and auoceae are diacrotion and atoutneaa of heurt. The foirmer

( F^Byt^cty^^i
) has already been dealt with, and we may now turn

to a conaiderution of tiio part that toil ( .ttk^j- .• ^w^* r^ r
)

plays la x'iudar'a view of life, aloimeaou (the name itself beinp

a good omen) owed ais viotox-y in the boys' v/roai/linf matoh at

Olyiupia to two factors, heaven-aant fortune ( '-^X?' '^'^'^'"^^fr) t and

to hia ovm manlinesa (<=^»^^(fAf oI^k y*^/r^^^^>^ ) (oi, VIII, 67).

Thua one function of toil or effort is bo act as a spur to human

aonievemeut. It ia at thia point that i?iudar aw... to identify

himself ^with the heroic point of view. Diffioultieu joastitute

a challenge to initiative and enterprise, and the continual i:..paut

between man and hia enviroiiiiieut givea rise constantly to now
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triumphs. Spoiitauoity, vigour, rououroof uluoas, and over-

laasterlnc ambition are oallel into boln/r nnd carry tho nnb,1oot

on thoir tide*. 2hat ia ''Jh^ the poot freqtxeutly iutorjeotr:

ualutary warnlu^a, trying: to offset tho "heudinoas" of 8Ucco:;3.

The praotical raau "par oxiielionae" onorgeB with his fotlch-

VTorahip of aucjjeaa- ''In auocess resides the crorTn of porfoot

."lory, and tho Muae deli^-hta to oall to nlud nl/'hty contests".

Pron this point of viov/ all 8triig{Tlo raeroly auhnorvoa paanlou

for glory. Political difficulties with whioh tyx*ua!.a arr« fauoo ;

obutajloa whloh confront joutectauts in the sacred ganoa ; the

fornidablo thi'oat of Persian doiaiuation; all aliho cone to be

regarded as tho natorial out of v/hich heroos arc nude (01. XII:

01. X, 22: 01. I, 106 ff: 01. XI, 4: Pyth. I, 72 ff.).

It i3 therefore aoelooo to reorosent Piridnr as the Doot
1

of peace . 2ho apirlt of rivalry was ixi xiijj uxooa. It is

olaltaei that "we oaii often foel ia Pindar that new aonae of

leiisuro for peaceful oursait-:? and civlli.^inf artG which caine

aftor tlie Persian i/aro there bre.ithoa in iaia puetry 3Uoh a

neaaore of sacred peace as the Olympic festival itself proclai-Ted
2

every yei.r to Hollaa" . But strife was for hini as nmch an integral

part of life aa for 11x3 ilphesiau coutoraporary h.eraciita:i. Strife

"stiffens tho siaows and sunrnons up tho blood"; it proves a

nan'a nottlo, a:id tho'zjo v;ho trirjri'h e^iJoricicc c couc-rat::lntory

aenae o^' uchievomeai., iuself the very v;iuo 01 liio. If toil and

strife represent a f undaciental couditioaof human happiuose; if

thoy constitute the nocoa'jary challenge to ontcrnrlno, thon there

can hardly be .rxy real ai^iinctiou bet..aGa .)e^.t? uud war (Pyth. II,

u

^ d, C. Jebb. iSssaya and .^tddresses: Plador .

*^ Op. oit.
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War Is marel^ a fuller matiifeatation of the spirit whluh aotoates

men la what is jonventlonally kaowu ua peaoo. Tho oompetitive

spirit /oiowB 1X0 limit and io the uocoaoary oorrolative of tho

philoaophy of the Individual.

It la also appurouu, novjevoi*, tnau j-'iiiaax rcoofuizoB another

function of toil. "Any proaperity that mortala experience comes

only as a rosult of toll, yot a p.od can put an end to auoh bliss

in the twlukllup; of an eye" (Pyth. XII, 28). The fospel of

ludlviduallsm was outworn, and ii'ludar was constrained to make

room for possible frustration of huxaan tJtirpoae. It l3 oL'ton im-

poaslble , owlnfr to aome laterreution of fortune, to triumph

In tho Oi'diaary souao over obotacles and advoruity. "iaany un-

foreseen thiura happen to man: somo expeiience reversal of

dellpht, while others after battliu/:: with a sea of troubles, in

a short time have exchanged their anguish for deepest Joy"

(01. XII, lu). Hero the poet seems concerned with plory of a

different i:iud, the mytjtioal p-lory won after grievous trouble or

suffering. Suoh sufferiuf may be tho rosult of ain. Diagoras

of ahodes had apparently triumphed over some early misfortune

of this kind and won his way to ronovm at Olympia (01. VII).

Ihrouphout the entire ode this note is sustained in a romari^able

manner. Ihe spiritual triumph of Dlajroraa Is reflected in the

experience of Tlepole;.iUa, of the sons of Helios, and of Helios

himseli. There ia a pronouncei. conHciouaaeas of Joy and suffer-

ing? In 01. II, 8. Bieron, together .vith othor illustrious members

of hi;? line, won his way to wealth ana riory turough much labour

and suffering. But it ia in conuection V7lth Hieron of Syracuse

that the doctrine appears most clearly. I'eleus aud Cadmus had

both kno vu tno aiscipliaary vaiuo of reverses, the pilgrimage
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from paiu to Joy. Kioroa was ai'fllutea with aorious phyalcal

trouble; h« was urged to aaoept hla burden aud uot to Liok.

agaiuat tuo prloi^s (i:'/th. II, u^). lioble mou oaa bear thoir

trials with i^ood graoe (i.'yth. Ill, Sa). ;i!hU8 it may huppeu that

if the wheel of fortune turus, the warrior is obliged to adopt

the role of martyr.

This dual functiou of toil also has its counterpart in

Pindar's doctrine of the Graces { X'/^/r^-*) . The Graoos are the

queens of song that i^eep watch orer the anciont Uiuyae. By

thoir aid all things sweet and pleasant aro accomplished for

mortals; from them come artistic s^ll, physical beauty, and

personal prowess. They are the minlatrants of heavenly thi.igs,

and the goda enlist their aid in ordering the dance or bancuet

(01. XIV, 1-12). Ihey shed over victors a shower of plory

(01. VI, 76), aud from them life receives its bloom (01. 711, 11).

The poet in celebrating the glorious deeds of men is "tilliup the

oholoost garden of the Graces" (01. IX, 27). They are the haud-

maids of the artist ( L'yhh, IX, 54: lath. V, 21), and oi'e fl-ured

as a chorus glorifying human achievement (Uem. VI, 38).

The Graces stand for everything artistic, and represent the

difference between mere oxlstouce and the '*good life", between

barbarism and civilization. They and all the instruments assoc-

iated with them speai: of cultui'o and spiritual illumination. But

as handmaids of the victorious hero their office is uot merely to

glorify his suocess; thuy also provide comfort and consolation

when things go v/roup-. They offer the soothing element (01. I, 30),

and prevent his nobility being enshrouded in dust (01. VIII, 8).

They attend upon the victor uot ^lerely as a warrior, but also qs

a crusader.
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Shua i:'ludar deolarou nia view of htunau nuuure. Utterly

opposed to the demooratiu teudenules of hia duy he taicea his

atuud with the auciuuta iu upholding ariatouratio exoluaive-

nass. ii'rom him we learu no inore of tho maes of hiuaauity than

wa do from Homer. He believes that true merit ia implantea in

oaly a few mortals at birth, atid the funatioa of socio ty aa a

whole is to eusure perfect fraeaom of expreasion for genius.

She artist's tasK. is to glorify the supremely practioal man and

anshrine him in the hearts of all. But the world of Homer had

long sioae passed away, and the growth of uom;ieroe had brought

with it a more liberal outlooic. Inherited uharaoteristios or

innate qualities, whiuh fiadar had seen fit to stress exclusive-

ly (Oi. X, 100), were beinp: ohalleupod by "acquired virtues".

The mass of people no loug-or considered it their duty to sac-

rifice themselves to tho ambiLion of a privileped minority.

Vith this levelling influence at work, prompted by economic

factors and supported by religion, the heroics of i>iudar no

longer enjoyed a suitable milieu. The practical ideals for

which the poet stood ware no lunger practicable, and we recog-

nize his protest in the spirituaiization of tnose virtues which

had origiiially been 30 eminently practical and concrete.
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From the foregoing? at -dy it is possible to diaoera pradaal

olarifioatiou iu the oouoe^t of freodom.

Life was too easy for Hooer'a he roe o of the Iliad. At no

poiat was thoir free .cm aaffioiontlv ahallonged. They were

fortanato iu haviug uuoou^oioualy louud adjuatoent to their

physical euvirouiaeut, a balance v/hich was ao aatisfaotory that

it oalleu for no real ondarstaiidiup. From thia equllibriun

arises their ingeauousuesa and the cha.:/ aiuh aoaompaaiea laok

of aelf-ooasoiouaueas. Life for them w.a ao sim;)le aud atrai^ht-

forward that there apjearod no necessity for examiaing the aniqae

oouditioua which rendoroc it possible. Bat onue outside pressure

diaturbec perfect balaixjo, the heroic spirit uould fiud no proper

home* The aristocratic orgaoizatioii of society had in time como

to rest by force of habit upon assunptiona, and such habit provent

ed men from adjusting themselves readily to new conditloua. We

have no tec. hov? the experience of Odysseus after the Trojan v/ar

suggests the change already taiJ.ng place.

Following the Dorian migrations euvironciental conditions

in Greece threatened to stifle any sense of freedom v/hich may

have surviveu; but one nan was bold enough to accept the challenge.

The servility which Hesiod observed ou all aides prompted hii:> to

reclaim a measure of dignity for liis countrymen. He could uot

hope to {aaj<.e them loras of the universe: thej ./ore too jaded for

that; but by endeavouring to establish their proper place in

rolatioii to the world of natui-e, aiid by 1. terrntl .^ all a )erlo.n3e

in terms of a perfect law of justice, aa w-io tno -irct -o ju^rrest

a direct relationship bet/oea liberty and law. But in his anxiety
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to view man lu oorreot rolu&iuuship to tiie uolTarse, and to

pat him right with 6od., Hesiod neRlecteo to oxamiae the spriups

of aotloa. iixiatirif? moral uouditlons were to be Judged aooord>

in/? to a new standard of ideal ri^tneaa; but that did uot

alter human conduct. OtiLxxt to human nature the rulo of Justioo

could not beuomo effoutive v/ithout adequate power to enforce

it*Heaiod merely deplored the avarice of princes: he saw no

sans of ohecx:iug it. Iho inert mass of humanity .7hioh he

soa/rht to aid oortainly ahov/eo little promise of seouring

oonatitutional freedom for themselves.

Zho years whioh elapseo bot.veen Kosiod and Solon produced

no solution to this probleni, but thoy did provide fresh lipht

on tne nature of power. As the agricultural economy broice dovm

in the face of commercial enterprise it became clear that

rented ri^ta were no lon^r i;tViolable. A new oonifidence was

born of the life which aet people free from the tyranny of the

soil, aot that freodo.Ti and Justice were neoesoarily any near-

er of achievement, for otiier tyrants were ready to preai3 their

claims, but the new liberalism uudoubtecly suggested to Solon

the idea of human reaponaibility. iSven though the mass of

people in an agricultural state such as Attica still showed

little promise, the fact that individuals could cawt off the

incubus of oppreusiou and fight their .; i.v :.o >Oi7er and in-

fluence would suggest that the principle once established

might bo employee; in the iuterei::t of all instead of one. Mence

under Solon the problem assumed a political form, v/ith his

ideal of c-u>rp.^/^ he sou^-^ht &o coordinate Justice and power by

giving to men in the group sufficient of the latter to secure

the former.
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rhia orderiag of life la oo;iformlty with offoutlye law was

In adTaaoe of the ape in whloh Solon lived. His wori:, ho<7evor,

was not destroyed under the tyranny w}iioh followed. 30 broad

and sound hud beun its appeal that the i^eisiutratldB, although

Yiolatiog the spirit in which the taai: had been .undertaken,

oould not afford to diaoard the forms iu whJoh it had been ex-

preused £he impetus given to initiative, cioreover, by the

tyrants in their oommeroial policy ensured an early return to

.

and an eztendea appliuatiou of, the ooastitutiorial priiiCinles

laid down by 3olon. if/ith Oleisthenos these prinoij^les were

revivec and found fuller expression now that the people were

more competent to luidertaJce responsibility, The old social

inBtitutiona lost all real sigaifioanoe, and the traditional

iuflueuce of families grave way to the new alignment of deme,

trittya, and tribe. A large number of me tics and stranrers v/ere

registered a& citizens and eufranohisod on the repisters of the
1

various demes , and all citizens u.joa admisaiou to their deme
^

adopted the deme, instead of the family, name . Thus they
3

gained "a certificate of civic rights and a symbol of eruality" .

By grouping domes from different sectious of Attica iato trlttyos,

purely local interests could ao longer prevail in public dis-

cussion. The ten new tribes, each coinorisiag three trittyes,
4

took their acunes i!rom popular heroes , aad thus aaothor blow was

struck at family iufluence. i'ifty members of each tribe were
5

chosen by lot to form the new council of 500 , so that the people

^ Ariat. i?oiitlc8 III, 2, .5. 4 iiorod. V, 6G, 69.
2 Ariat. Ath. Pol., ^l, 4. 5 Arist. Ath. I'd. iJJ., 3.

^ Glotz ic Cohen. Histolro Greoque,
Xomo li. p. 470.
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were truly repro^euted by an exaoubive body. V/ith auoh a

constltatioa It would appear that equality had oome to be an

established faot, and the reign of law to aaperseae th^^t of

traditiou.

i^ron a political stand point it may be olaimed that on the

ere of the iPersiau i>ar Athens was the most progressive city in

Greece. Liberty was est abli shea; and Herodotus v/as right in

pointing to this aohievement of Cleiathenes as the main cause
1

of Athenian greatness . Klsevhere in Greece other experiments

in frecaom hud been mude. The Ionian lyrists ^ave greut free-

dom to human emouion, which had formerly expressed itself in

narrow conventioixal channels. 3ut their passion ran riot;

and we have endeuvoured to ahovi that such a symptom was char-

acteristic, in greater or less degree, of all lonieiu life during

the seventh and sixth centuries B.^. The lOL^ians confused

liberty vrith license, and ruinea themselves by an insane iridiV"

Idoalism.

JPor the Milesian philosophers the question of freedon,

strictly speajdini?, did not arise- Bat the new outburst of

intellectual vigour was destined to play a nc-it important part

in the onaucipatiOii of the human spirit, since such a radical

change of direcuiou in thought could not fail ultimately to

affect all forms of human activity.

In jPindar it is aa though the problem had never been.

?indMr remaineo the slave of aa ari^tooratio tradition, and

never succeeded in seeing himself in proper relation to nia

^ Herod. V. 78,
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euvirouuoat. Obligoa u^^ou ouoaaiou to ooao wO terms with uev

factora which oould uo loarer be ignored, such cociproiniao '..s

he made uever iavoived i2K>re than a seriea of relautaat oou-

uesaiuiia.

Bat the coufliot wiLh Pereia c^riced a criaia for Helleaism.

Ihe old lalaaoz-faire almoat ruluea the Greek uauso, aud eater-

priaiog miuda were not loth to profit i!roa their fortunate

eaoape* For a few brilllaut yoara we wltueL:3 au ottecpt on the

part of AUieua to rooou^uruct public lifo in torus of a social

rather than an iudividualistic philosophy. For better or uorae

the march of events had provec the old ideas untenable, and unless

the C«reeji:a were •rilliug to forav;ear iho new privileges and render

themsolves once more vulnerable to intestinal discord and external

aggreaaioii, they had to accepb a uuoh u.re exacting regioentalion.

jind i'u la intereswiiig to note that although fourth century polit-

ical pxiiluaophera viewed with so much horror the doioocratic ex-

oesaes into which Athena unfortunately' fell in atteraptlnr to

establijh the new order, thoy wenu evon farther in their

prohibition of private rights and ia their emphasis upon public

order aiid diacipliua.
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